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Vice _ Admiral Grryer: N. 


e Diterber 3, x 750. 
ee © 
Sir Epw. Hawxe, Kit. of thee 
"Bath, Pice- Adm, of the Blue, & Freũdent. 
W. Cnauz ERS, Eſq;|Capt. Merr. de VAngle, 
Rear- Adm. of che Red. Piercy Brett, 


Capt. Tho. Sturton, AND | 
W. Parry, | Hon. W. Montagu. 


YES YR. Griffin wegs l into Court by the 
Jy i. 72 Marſhal; and all Perſons who thought 
proper to be preſent were admitted. 
The Order for trying Mr. Griſſin, 
dated Nov: 22, 1750, was read. 
The Court and Judge - Advocate were ſworn, 

aprivable to Act of Parliament. 
A Letter, addreſſed to the Preſident, fem Capt. 
* n . himſelf on account of his 
A. 2 . 
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64. 


Indiſpoſition from attending the Proſecution, was 


— 9: | 
The Charge, exhibited by Capt. Harry Powlett 


againſt Thomas Griffin, Eſq; was read as follows: 


The Charge, exhibited by Capt. Harry Powlett, againſt 
Thomas Griffin, E/q, for Mi ſconduct and Neglect 
of Duty, when he commanded. in Chief his Majeſty's 
Ships and Veſſels in the Eaſt-Indies, in the Year 
1748, in divers Inſtances as hereunder mentioned, 


| ARTICLE I. 
OR that the ſaid Thomas Griffin, when he was 
Commander in Chief of a Squadron of his Ma- 


jeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the Eaſt-Indies, and parti- 


cularly while he was lying at Anchor with the ſaid 
Ships in Fort St. David's Road, in the Months of 
May and June in the Vear 1748, did order the Rudders 
of Two of the ſaid Ships, (viz. the Pearl and Eltham) 
to be unhung, and carried aſhore ; and did cauſe or 
ſuffer the reſt of the ſaid Squadron under his Com- 
mand, to lie there in a promiſcuous Manner amon 

the Merchant-Ships, altho* a Squadron of the Ene- 
mies Ships was then expected to approach; ſo that 
there was at that Time, and for two Months be- 
fore, a conſtant Likelihood of Engagement: In 
which Inſtances the ſaid Thomas Griffin did negli- 
gently perform the Duty impoſed on him. 


5 r 
For that the ſaid Thomas Griffin, lying in Fort St. 


David's Road with the ſaid Squadfon under his 


Command in the Manner aforementioned, having. 
in the Night of the gth of the ſame Month of June 


1748, received certain Information by the Lively 


Frigate, that a. Squadron of the Enemies Ships was 
on the ſame gth Day of June 1748, ſeen a little to 
the Southward of the ſaid Road, and were ſtanding 


towards the ſaid Road ; ſtill he, the ſaid Thomas 
Griffin 


Ss ade. ˙» ˙˙m—a:A i Ee 


v 


46.83 1 
Griffin, did not, at any Time during that whole 
Night, cauſe the ſaid Squadron under his Command 
to be pur in a fit Poſture for Fight, which he ought 
to have done, as there was at that Time a Likeli- 
hood of Engagement. 


AkricLE III. 
For that the ſaid Thomas Griffin, having received 


ſuch Information as aforeſaid of the A pproach of 


the Enemies Squadron, and conſequently there being 


a Likelihood of Engagement, he, the ſaid 7, Tomas 


Griff, did not at any Time of the Morning of the 
toth Day of the ſame June 1748, cauſe the ſaid 
Squadron under his Command, to fail from the ſaid 


Road where the ſame did then lie into the Offing ; 


neither did he, the ſaid Thomas Griffin, even cauſe 
the ſaid Squadron to move and ſeparate themſelves 
from the Merchant- Ships they lay intermixed with; 

by which bad Conduct of the ſaid Thomas Griff, 
the ſaid Squadron under-his Command was not put 


in a fit Foſune for Fight. 


ArTicLE IV. 
For that the ſaid Thomas Griffin, having N 


ſuch Information as aforeſaid, did not, at any Time 


on the ſaid 1oth of June 1748, cauſe any Ship or 
Frigate belonging to the ſaid Squadron under his 


Command, to fail into the Offing from the ſaid Road, 


in order to give him early Notice of tne nearer Ap- 
proach of the Enemy, altho* the Wind was then 


favourable for the whole of the ſaid Squadron (which 
was in a Readineſs for the Sea) or any Ship belong- 


ing to the ſame, to have failed into the Qing from 


the ſaid Road; and altno* the known Practice of 


thoſe Parts is for Ships to get into the Offizg in the 


Morning with the Land-Breeze, in order to com- | 


mand the Coaſt when the Sea-Wind comes in ; by 
which Omiſſions the ſaid Thomas Griſſin, did negli- 


gently 9 the Duty 2 on him. 


ARTICLE 


(6) 
at Annen VG: ors 
For that the faid Thomas Griſin, on the ſame! 


10th Day of June 1748, lying with the Squadron 


of his Majeſty's Ships under his Command in the 


Road and Manner as aforeſaid, had a View and 
Sight of the Enemies Ships about Noon, or ſoon 


afterwards, on the ſame Day; and, altho* there 
was at that Time a more apparent Likelihood: of 
Engagement than before, ſtill the ſaid Thomas Grif- 
fn did not even then put the Ships under his Com- 
mand in a fit Poſture for Fight, altho* he might 


have ſo done, but ſuffered. the two diſabled Ships, 


(viz. the Pearl and Eltham) to lay without the other 
Ships of the ſaid Squadron. 


ArTiIcts VI, 


For that the ſaid Thomas Griffin, lying with the 
ſaid Squadron in the Road as aforeſaid, on the 


whole Afternoon of the ſame roth of June 1748, 
continued to have a full View and Sight of the ſaid 
Enemies Ships; notwithſtanding which, he, the 
ſaid Thomas Grifm,. did not, during all that Time, 


either put the ſaid Squadron under his Command 


in a fit Poſture for Fight, or even attempt or en- 
deavour to come into Fight and engage, or do his 


utmoſt to take, fire, kill, and endamage the ſaid 


Enemy; but, on the contrary, did forbear to pur- 


ſue the Chace of the ſaid Enemy; and did keep 


back his Majeſty's Ships under his Command from 
engaging the ſaid Enemy, and, inſtead of pro- 
ceeding to Action, held ill-timed and fruitleſs 
Councils of War. | 


ARTICIE VII. i 
For that the ſaid Thomas Griſſin did not, during 


the whole of the ſame roth of June 1748, direct anx 


one Ship or Frigate under his Command, to ſail 
out of the ſaid Road, where the ſaid Squadron did 
then lie, in order to reconnoitre the Enemy, or to 


o Ys So FO En ee ee 


lay 


lay between the ſaid Enemies Ships, and his Ma- 
jeſty's ſaid Squadron, tho* it was practicable; for 
the Harwich did fetch to Wind ward of his Majeſty's 
whole Squadron that very Day in one board from 
Pauticberry, and could, had ſhe been directed ſo to 
do, have fetched the Enemies Squadron; and al- 
tho* the ſaid Thomas Griſſin was in the Evening of 
the ſame 10th of June 1748, adviſed by ſeveral 
Captains of the ſaid Squadron, to ſend out the Fri- 
gate or Frigates belonging to the faid Squadron, 
with Orders to keep Sight of the ſaid Enemy, that 
his Majeſty's faid Squadron might, by Help of 
Signals from the ſaid Frigates, purſue the Chace of 
the faid Enemies Ships by Night; {till he, the ſald 
Thomas Griffin, did not ſend out any Frigate, and 
ſtill forbore to purſue the Chace of the ſaid Ene- 
my, to the great Diſhonour of the Britiſp Flag. 


| Pk By ARTICLE VII. | 
For that the ſaid Thomas Griffin did cauſe the ſaid 
Squadron under his Command to anchor, and con- 
tinue at Anchor, on the 11th of the ſame June 
1748, during the whole Day, ſtill forbearing to 
purſue, or to make any Attempt to purſue, the 
Chace of the ſaid Enemies Ships; and by means 
of forbearing to purſue the Chace of the ſaid 
Enemy, he, the ſaid Thomas Griffin, ſuffered the 
Enemy to land Men, Money and Ammunition, 
for the Support of their Garriſons on Shore, which 
might have been prevented, if fuch Chace had 
been purſued : So that, by the foregoing many 
Inftances of Inactivity and bad Conduct in the ſaid 
Thomas Griffin, his Majeſty's Enemies were prepared 
to fruſtrate the Attempts which the ſaid Thomas 
Griffin knew were intended by his Majeſty's Forces 
againſt thoſe very Garriſons; and by which Means, 
his Majeſty's Naval Force, then in thoſe Parts, was 
brought into great Diſreſpect. e 
| The 


68) 

The Court ordered, that all Perſons who were 
intended to be produced as Witneſſes ſhould with- 
draw, 

Evidence for the Crown. 

Capt. Vm Boys was called into Court, and ſworn. 

The 1ſt Article of the Charge was read, relating 
to the Unhanging the Rudders of the Peart and 
Eltham.” 

Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court what you 
know relating to that Fact. 

Anſ. My Rudder was unhung by the Admiral's 
Order: It was condemn'd by a Survey: It was in- 
capable of Service: It was ſplintered to Pieces. 

Quęſt. What Ship did you command? N 

A. The Pearl. As to the other Ship's Rudder, 
I know twas unhung, and I preſume by the Ad- 
miral's Order. 

Priſoner. Was it by Survey i Ex 

A. By Survey, I believe — I am not certain — 
I make no manner of Doubt of it— They could 
not do it without. 

Court. Part of this Article relates to the Mer- 
chant-Ships being intermixed with the Men of War. 
How did they lie? 

A. They lay in a very irregular Manner, the 
5 of War with the Merchant Ships mix d among 
them. 

Q. Do you know any ching relating to the Intel- 
ligence, or to the l s being erpected t to ap- 
proach? 

A. We had always an Expeckation ur a Squa- 
dron's coming there. 

: Do you know any thing of the Admiral's 8. 
receiving any Intelligence concerning them? 

A. 1 heard him ſay, that he had Intelligence of 
a Squadron which he expected to appear; and that 
it was a Squadron of ſuperior Force to his own. 


(9) 
2. How long was it before your Rudder was 
condemned, that you received that Intelligence ? 
A. I believe ſeveral Months: I don't kno wwhe- 
ther it was not a Year before. | 
2. This Charge only relates to the Months of 


| May and June 1748? 
A. I cannot recollect that, during thoſe two 


Months, I heard the Admiral mention any Thing 
particular; beeauſe I was ſeldom in Fort St. David's 


= Road, and generally cruizing. 


2, How long was you in Port before the Ene- 


my's Appearance? 
A. I cannot tell without referring to my It 


It was but a little while. I have a Log- Book, if the 


Court will permit me to refer to it 


2: The Court will permit you if you will ſwear 
to thoſe Notes. Is that Book which you produce 


the Ship's Log-Book ? \ 


A. No, it is my own. I arrived in Fort St. 


David's Road on the 8th of May, at half an Hour 
ren Four in the Afternoon. 


2, When was that Syrvey taken upon your | 


Rudder? 


A. On the 19th of May at Six in the Morning, 
I had a Survey, and the Rudder was condemned as 


unfit for a Ship to go to Sea with. 
Upon that being condemned was the Car- 
penter order'd to make you a new one? 

A. There was not at firſt a Piece of Wood found 
big enough for a main Piece, and at laſt the Piece 
that was found was not quite big enough : But, by 
the Admiral's Order, the Carpenter was aſked, if 


| he eould make it do by ſtrengthening the Head of 


it with Iron; that is, the main Piece, which was 
not quite ſtrong enough. He ſaid, he believ'd he 
could. When I acquainted the Admiral, he or- 


dered me to ſend it on Shore. At half an Hour 


* Eleven on the 26th of May, I ſent the Rud- 
B . 
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( 10) 
der on Shore. The Admiral did not chuſe that 
the Rudder ſhould be fent on ſhore, before he was 
ſure that a Piece could be got to complete it as 


faſt as poſſible, in order as I ſuppoſe that the Ship 
might not be diſabled. 


9. Did the Carpenter make what Diſpatch he 


could to do it? | 

A. All poſſible Diſpatch I belicve, I was aſhore 
myſelf : There was no Loſs of Time on that Ac- 
count, 

Q. Was all poſſible Diſpatch made about i it? 

A. Yes, as faſt as poſſible. 

©. Was it hung as ſoon as it was made? 

4 Yes. 

Q: You ſay that the Men of War lay in a pro- 
miſcuous Manner. Where was the Pearl? 


A. Without the Merchant-Ships, and the Com- 


. e I lay upon the Admiral's Larboard Quar- 
I lay in my Station. 

'2 What Diſtance from the Admiral ? 

A. Two or three Cables Length from the Com- 
modore, - a very proper Diſtance for Ships to 
lay. There were two Ships ſtationed between the 
Admiral and J in the Line. 

Tou was in your Station ? 


A. I was anchor'd in my Station. This is as 


near as I can ſpeak at this Diſtance of Time. 


Did you at firſt come to an Anchor with the 


Admiral, when the Squadron firſt came in? 
A. No; I was a cruizing Ship. 
4 You might go out while the Admiral lay 


there, and come in again. But when the Admiral 


firſt came to Fort &.. David's, was you then with 
him? 
A. Tes: I went out of England with him. 


2: Did you there anchor by yourſelves, or with 


the Merchant-Ships? Was the Squadron clear of 


the Merchant-Men ? N 4 
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A. It was a great many Months before chat, that 
we came with the Squadron. 

9. Let it be as many Months as it will, it makes 
no Difference. When you firſt came you might 
anchor clear of the Merchant-Ships, and Merchant | 
Ships might come and anchor among the Squadron ? 

A. J cannot tell without referring to the Log- 


Book. 


9. You ſay the Squadron was then intermixed 
with the Merchant-Ships ? | 

A. Tes, | 

Q: Did you ever hear the 3 ſay, that he 
expected the Enemy to come and relieve Ponti- 
cherry, or bring them Succours, during the Months 
of May or June 1748? 

A. During the Months of 1 and June I was 
cruizing: I believe I have heard the Admiral ſay 
ſo, in regard to the Unhanging the Rudders ; be- 


cauſe, altho they were ſo much ſhivered, he would 


not let my Rudder be taken on ſhore, becauſe he 
expected the Enemy, But I cannot remember par- 


_ ticularly, it is fo long ago. 


Did you ever hear the Admiral tell you what 


Intelligence he receiyed, or did he tell you that he 


received any Intelligence ? | 

A. I do not remember, in thoſe two Months; 
nothing, that I can recollect. 
Then it is only your Suppoſition, from his 


not ordering the Rudders to be bung! 2 


A. No more. 
Do you know of any Merchant-Men that 
were anchored between the Men of War? | 
A. I cannot tell; I don't remember. 
9. Did you lay without the Admiral by the Ad- 
miral's Directions? E 
A. I had not any particular Directions, but I had 


Orders before, always to take Care to anchor in 


my Station, which I did always. FS 
B 2 The 
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[The 2d Article of the Charge was read to the 


Witneſs by the Judge Advocate.] 


Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court what you | 


know relating to that Article. 


A. I muſt refer to my Memorandums, which 
J made at that Time? 
. You muſt ſwear to thoſe Memorandums. | 


Did you make them at that Time? 
A. The major Part of them were made the 
Day after the Things happemd. They were all 


made about that Time. The ings were yd all 
freſh in my Memory. | 


Witneſs reads from Amir anditins as follows: 


«© Tune 8th Capt. Amburſt came into my Room, 
&« and ſaid, he had heard Four Guns fired. We 


«© were then on ſhore by the Admiral's Permiſ- 
* fion; Capt. Powlett, and Capt. Amburſt, and J. 


Capt. Powlett was not with me then. The Admi- 


„ral gave Leave for ſome of the Captains to lay 
* on ſhore, and ſome on board. Capt. Amburſ 


< ſaid, he had heard the Four Guns rea at a great 


« Diſtance from each other: Upon which 1 got 


< up, and heard another Gun, and ſoon after ano- 
* ther. We concluded it to be the Zzvely com- 


ing down after ſeeing a Fleet of Ships, and we 


went to the Port with Capt. Pow/ett, and got on 


board our Ships at half an Hour paſt Two in the 
Morning. We called on board the Commo- 
* dore in the Way, where we had an Account, 
* that the Lively ſaw, in the Afternoon, Nine Sail 


of Ships, Seven of them large Ships; which ſhe 


<« judged to be French. One of which had chaced 
him ſeveral Leagues, and when that Ship was 


& called off chacing him, way were then off Trin- 


„ combar. 


9. How far is that Place from Fort di. David 82 
A. There is a Draught of the Eaſt-Inies. 1 


cannot reſolve the Court of that Diſtance exactly. 
2 Can 


p 
2 


. 
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2. Can you gueſs within 2 or 3 Leagues? 
A. I cannot indeed, my Memory is not ſuffi- 
cient. I believe 20 or 30 Leagues — cannot tell 
Sit cannot be ſo much as 20—!l can't ſay. 

9, We only deſire to know what you can ſay? 

A. That they lay to with their Heads off ſhore 
their Topſails half-maſt down, and that by the Morn- 
ing he judg'd they would not be far off. I got my 
Ship, or rather my Officers had done ſo for me before 
I got off, ready ; and in the Morning, when I knew 
the Commodote was on board, I went on board him 
do know his Orders in regard to my Ship, whoſe 

Rudder was making on ſhore. He told me, I 

muſt go to Sea with him, and ſteer with a Sweep 
as well as Tcould, and faid he intended preſently to 
call a Council of War, to which I told him I ſhould 


de ready te attend whenever he made the Signal; 


and I went on board and ordered a very large Spar, 
which I had been ſupplied with for a lower Stud- 
ding ſail Boom, to be fitted with a Shoe at the End 
of it thro' the Holes of the Rudder, to ſteer with 
Tackles to it: But it broke about Nine in the Morn- 
ing. I went again on board of the Commodore to 
Hear of Capt. Parker, who Iknew was there, the 
Particulars of what he had ſeen of the Enemies 
Ships. He told me the Particulars which I have 
mentioned before, and which I had heard; and that 
he was ſure they were French Ships by their Built: 

That he was at firſt apprehenſive of their being 
Dutch, by the Ship that had chaced him; he be- 
ing far to Lecward of her: But that he was two 
Hours in Doubt, whether he ſhould not run his 
Ship on ſhore:; but at length he outſailed her: 
That the French Commodore hoifted an Engliſh 
Broad Pennant; and that all the Ships, except ſhe 
that chaced us: had Leas! Broad n _ 


Colours up. 9 


(14) 

Did Capt. Parker tell you, that he acquainted 
the Admiral with that Intelligence when he got in ? 
Judge Adv. Capt. Parker will give you the beſt 

Account of that himſelf. 
Witneſs. I was on board the Commodore's Ship. 


Court. Did you receive any Orders from the 


Commodore about your Ship ? 


A. Only to ſteer with a SWeePs: and that was in L 


the Morning. 

Q: You had no other Orders? 

A. No; that was in the Morning. 

9. Did you receive any Orders from che Admir 
ral during the Night? 

A. Not during the whole Night. 


9, At what Time in the Morning did you firſt | 


go on board the Admiral. 
A. I believe it was about Six o Clock or ſooner ; t 


I do not remember. that. It was ſoon after he 


made the Signal for the Harwich, that then hy a 

Ponticherry. 

Q. Do you know when the Admiral went on 
board himſelf? 

dd not. 

Q. Do you think, that, if you had got your 
Ship under Sail, that you would have been able 
to have kept her under Command b y the Help od 
thoſe Sweeps? _ 

A. No, it was impoſſible. 

9. Or by any other Method you could have 
taken? 

A. No, I did endeavour to contrive a large Spar, 
which if it had not broke would have done. 

© You fitted it a ſecond Time? 

A. Yes, and it broke again. 

2: When was this? 2 
A. About 10 or 11 o'Clock. 
9. You tried it after twas fitted; ET 
Tes. | = 
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2: And in trying it you broke it? 

A. Yes, by moving it backwards and forwards 
with a Tackle. 

9, How did you break it? 

A. It was not ſtrong enough : It was broke by 
the Motion of the Ship. 

2. You ſay the Admiral gave you thoſe Orders 
after you firſt went on board ? 

A. Yes: He faid, that he intended to go to Sea; 

and that I muſt go to Sea, and ſteer with a Sweep. 

2. And why did you go a ſecond Time? 

A. I wanted to ſpeak with Ca _ Parker, out of 

| Curioſity : I had — before of the Enemy, and 
was willing to be ſatisfied of the Truth from Capt. 
Parker. 

The 3d Article of the Charge was read to the 
Witneſs by the Judge-Advocate, concerning the 
not ordering the Squadron to ſail. ] | 
Curt. Acquaint the Court with what you know 
relating to this Part of the Charge. | 

Witneſs. That is all true. 

A, Did the Admiral at any Time order 4s Squa- 
dron. to ſail ? 

A. He did not, to my Knowledge : He gave 

no Orders to me, and I did not hear that he gave 

any Orders to any body elſe. 
©. Did you moor? 

A. I was with my Stream-Anchor and Cable: I 
generally was moored with a ſingle Anchor, but I 
had a Stream-Anchor down, by the Admiral's Di- 
rection, to prevent fouling my Anchor. 

Q. Do you know whether the reſt of the Ships 
were moored? 

A. The Admiral's Ship was I know, becauſe he 
took up his Stream-Anchor in the Morning at the 
ſame Time I did mine; and I believe Capt. Pow- 
kits Ship was, I don't know any other but it was 
with a Stream- Cable. 2 | 
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2, What Signal was made? | 
A. For the Harwich to join, who was then "08 
off Ponticherry, about Four Leagues to Leeward. 

©. Was there any other Signal made? 

A. Yes, a Signal for Lieutenants. 


made ? 

A. For the Lieutenints of all the Ships, to give 
them Orders to fire a certain Number of Guns the 
next Day the King's Birth-day I believe. 


the 11th of Zune. There was no other Signal made > 


to the beſt of my Memory. I don't know, there 


might be particular Signals, but no general ones. 


©, But during the Morning of the 10th? 

A. After we received Intelligence of the Enemy 
Ido not remember any Signals that were made, ex- 
cept particular Signals for Lieutenants or Captains. 

Q: No public Signals were made 

A. Not il after. The Admiral gave me 
no Orders to ſail in the Morning of the 10th of 
June, or with regard to getting clear of the Mer- 
 chant-Ships. | 

Did you continue to lay as you did before? 

A. We did: I believe Capt. Powlett moor'd | 
with his Stream-Anchor. | 

Q. Do you know any thing of the Admiral's 
ordering a Frigate to reconnoitre the Enemy ? 

A. He did not. 


Q: Not that Morning? 

A. Nor the whole Day of the 10th. 

92. How do the Winds generally blow there ? 
A. They have the Land- Winds in the Evening, | 
and the Sea-Winds in the Day-time. 

Q; Along the Coaſt, or how? 


A. Sometimes along the Coaſt, E. 8. E. ww 


S. E. by S. ſometimes :— Generally in the S. E. 
Quarter, from S. S. E. to E. S. E. to the beſt of 
my Memory, 


9. Acquaint che Court what Signals there v were 


28 g. 
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1 


„ 

2 How does the Coaſt lay? 

A. That Icannot remember without the Draught. 

2: How does the Wind my blow upon 
the Coaſt? 

A. Generally upon the Coat. It is the general 
Cuſtom of the Ships there to get out into 20 Fa- 
thoms Water. It does not blow right in upon the 
Shore, ſlaunting from the S. S. E. to E. S. E. 
Q: And as to the Land-Wind ? ? 
A. In the S. W. Quarter I believe: It is un- 
certain what Time the Sea and Land-Winds blow. 

2; How was the Wind that Morning on the 
10th of June? 

A. By my Log-book S. S. W. at Nine in the 
Morning. *Till then at S. by the Log-book ; I 
do particularly remember it myſelf. 

Q: Might the Squadron have gone out? | 

A. Yes, the Squadron might have gone out very 
well. 

Q. Was it ſtrong enough to have enabled 225 


to have ſtemm'd the Current ? 


A. We could not have ſtemm'd the. Current; 8 
but we could have got an Offing, and by that 
Means could have Kick: d a good way to Wind- 
ward? 

2. Was the Bunte to the ee 2 
AH. To the Southward. | 

9. How did the Current ſet? 

A. Generally along Shore. 

Q: To the Southward towards the Enemy? 

A. No, from the Enemy. 
©. To the Northward ? | 

A. Yes; the Enemy was to the Southard. * 
always does at that Time of the Year. All Ships 
bound to Windward are obliged to run out to get 
an Offing for the S Wind, or elle un would | 
never. gert to Windward." 
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Q. Do you ſay the Wind was ſufficient to have 
carried you to Sea? 


Al. Yes; if we had got into deep Water, and 
have waited for the Sea-Wind: By that Means 
we might have got a great Way to Windward, 


as was evident from the Harwich that joined us, 
and could have fetch'd a great Way to Windward 
of us, tho' ſhe lay off Ponticherry, and to Leeward 
of us, to prevent Supplies going in there. 

- ©, Did the Captain tell you ſo: ? 

A. Yes. 


Q. He join'd you about Five in the Afternoon? E- 


. Yes. 


9. How far is Ponticherry from Fort St. David 62 0 


A. Three or Four Leagues: As the Ships lay 
in the Road, I juſt ſaw their Taffarels above Wa- 


r. 


9. With the Strength you had, before the Ap- 
pearance of the Harwich, if the Ame had ſail'd 


that Morning could he have got the Length of the 
Enemies Ships? 


A. No; but if we had failed out in the l 
ing with the Land-Wind, we might have got to 


Sea, and taken Advantage of the Sea-Wind when 
it came in, and might have continued the Chace, 
and might have endeavoured to come up with the 
Enemy, and might have drove them off that Coaſt: 
But as we lay, it was impoſſible to have got up and 
joined them. 

9. Could he have got the Length of them had 
they laid to? Could he, by carrying of a Preſs- 


fail, or by any Means have worked up to them, | 


if he had failed that Morning? 


A. No, it was impoſſible: They were a great : 


Way to Windward that Morning. If we had 
gone out with the Land-Wind, the Current run 
ſtrong, and in all Probability we might have loft 


ground by running out, till the Sea Wind came 
in. 
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in. There was no Advantage could be taken but 
by the Sea-Wind ; and therefore, if a Ship has 
—— two Leagues to get to Windward, ſhe will not 
be able to do it in the whole Day, without taking | 
the Advantage of the Sea-Wind. 

9. If the Admiral had failed, could he have 
prevented the Enemies doing as they . 

A. If he had got up there, he might have pre- 


vented their landing Men and Money at Madraſs. 


Q. Did they bring to off Ponticherry? 
A. I don't know, they were ſoon out of Sight. 


If we had got out in the Morning, we ſhould have 


got ready to make uſe of the Sea-breeze to have 
got to Windward. | 

[ The gth Article of the Charge was read by the 
n to the Witneſs.] . 

What do you know of the Matters mention d 
in that Article ? 

A. I did not ſee the Enemy in the Morning. 

Q. When did you firſt ſee them? 

A. Ar half an Hour paſt One, when the Med- 
way's Prize made the Signal of ſeeing them, Six 


|. Sail ; and ſoon after I faw Nine Sail. 


2 Did you yourſelf ſee- Nine Sail? 
A. Yes. 

9. Upan Deck ? 

A. Yes; and ſo did every 5 in the one 


dron, I believe. 


9. Could the Admiral then have gone to Sea 


with the Squadron, when you ſaw the Nine Sail 


upon Deck. 
A. Yes, very well, if 10 had choſe to have done 
ſo. 


9. Hom was the Wind then! ? Did it blow off : 


from the Land? 


A. It then blew along Shore about 8. S. E. ar 


S. E. by S. and the Sea Wind 0 in. They were 
G2 com- 
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coming down with a freſh Gale (the Sea: Wind) 


and ſteering directly for us, I ſuppoſe to make us 
pair along Shore. 
O. What Time of the Day was that? 
A. At half an Hour after One, in the Afternoon, 
the Signal was firſt made for ſeeing them. 
Q. And this was ſoon afterwards ? 
A. Very ſoon afterwards, I ſaw them all. 


Was it Two o' Clock, or after? 


A. I believe thereabouts 1 about Two I ſaw them 7 


nh very plain. 

O. Did they ſtand ſo near as to enable you to 
form a Judgment of their Strength as well as 
Number ? 

A. They appeared large all of them, Aae 
two, and a Sloop; all Ships of Force. The Sloop 


was one they had taken from the Dutch: She was 


the Sternmoſt but one. 


V Then the Admiral made the Signal for che 


Captains ? 
A. Yes, about half an Hour after Two. 


O. You muſt ſpeak as to the Time; that i is ma- 


terial? 

A. I think I am very particular as to that. As 
near as I can remember, at half an Hour after Two, 
the Admiral made the Signal. 

O. For what? 

Pa For all Captains. 

DV. Did you go on board to that Signal; ? 

A. Yes, immediately. 

O. For what ? 

4. To aſk our Opinions, i in a Council of War, 
in what Manner we were to attack the Enemy, as 
the Eltbam and Pearl had no Rudders. 


% 


H. You will pleaſe to give an Account of che 


whole? 


110 or 120 Men to man the reſt; and the Pearl, 
be- 


A. It was agreed, that the Eltham could ſpare 
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being the ſtronger of the two Forty-gun Ships, 
was to go into the Line, and if neceſſary to be 
towed by the Harwich, and attack them. 

2. Was this the whole of the Conſultation ? + 
| T Yes, 1t was: 

O. Was it ſigned to ? ? 

A. It was, only the Omiſſion of going to 3 
vas not mentioned. I objected, that it was not 
mentioned and deſired — it might be, and the 
Admiral and all the Captains ſaid it was the Inten- 
tion of all of them; it was therefore ſigned without 
the Words attacking them. The Admiral ſaid, there 
was not Time to write it over again; that it was 
underſtood by all to attack them; but as the Ene- 
my was fo near, it would be too late to ſtay to 
write it over freſh, and therefore it was ſigned in 
that Manner. uld not be underſtood to mean, 
that we were immediately to go to Sea to attack 
them, becauſe we were to wait for the 120 Men 
that were to be taken from on board the Elibam; 
that is, what I would explain concerning, direftly 
atlacking tbem, it could not be done, till the .- 
thamis Men were diſtributed, which we went on 
board immediately to do, and I ſent the Boat on 
board directly for my Men. 

©. Were all the Captains of that Opinion, to 
go directly to attack em? 

A. Every one, without Exception; there was 
not one that objected againſt it. 

Ss How long did it take in ang thoſe 
en ? 

A. I believe had che Men on board about 4 in 

the Afternoon. 

O. How long did the Council laſt before it 
broke up, and when did you go on board your own 
Ship; and when were the Men diſtributed ? 

A. About 4 O'Clock I went on board from the 
Commodore, and upon the Determination of the 


Coun- 
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Council he ordered his Main- top- ſail to be loos' as 


and we went all on board our own Ships. 
O. When was this? 


A About 4 O'Clock, or thereabouts; at the 


Concluſion of the Council of War: It muſt be be- 
fore 4, becauſe after I had got on board, we. hove 
ſhort ; I got on board at 4, and I ſent the Boat to 
fetch my Men from the Eltham. 
DOD. By what Time do you judge all the Men 
might be diſtributed?ꝰ 

A. I believe all of them ſome Time before 3 


o' Clock; moſtly at half paſt 4, I believe: It was 


done in half an Hours Time. We expected the 


Signal to weigh every Minute; the Enemy were 


then going down, ſteering towards Ponticherry. 
©. At what Diftance ? 


A. believe about that Time they were bout 3 LS 
| — — Dittance ; 5 1 cannot be particular, 3or4 


SH. 3 have 1 no © Memerandurn of the Enemy 
in the Log-book in all that Time? 
| A. No: I have when they brought to. 

O. Was the Enemy to Windward of you then? 
4. To Windward of us then, and always ; they 

never were to Leeward of us ; they appeared to be 
five large Ships, two- about the Size of the Med. 
0s Prize, all in a regular Line. About ; the 
Enemy haul'd their Wind, and tack' d; I am not 
ſo particular of this, they had haul'd their Wind 
before. There was likewiſe one Ship that repeated 
Signals. 

. At what Time did they haul their Wind ? 


A. I cannot be particular; at 5 they tack'd and 


ſtood to the Southward. 
. Under what Sail were they then? 
Under their Top- ſails. 
9. Only their Top Bib: 4 


: Only, 


4 


(23) | 
A. Only, to the beſt of my Memory; they were 
under an eafy Sail, except ſome Ships who faiPd 


; [5 better than others, which fome of them did. 


9, What Sail did they go under before and af- 
ter their Tacking ? 
A. When they firſt came down, they « came with 
all the Sail they could crowd; one in particular 
ſail'd ſo much worſe, that ſhe carried all the Sail 
ſhe could; ſome went then with an ny Sail. 

D, But as to the principal Ships ? 

A. Their Top-fails. | 

2 What Sail were the Enemy under when they 
tack'd ? 

A. I think under their Topſails: They went 
with an eaſy Sail when they tack'd, and ſtood to 
Be Southward. We were generally under their 


ſails. 

* Did you g go to Sea after you had diſtributed 
the Men? 

A; N.. | 

9. When did you go to Sea? 

A. Juſt before dark, the Admiral made Capt. 
Powlett*'s, Capt. Amburſt s, and 'my Signal; and 
aſked our Opinions how we ſhould att to inter- 
cept the Enemy getting to Ponlioberry. I told 
him by getting between it and them: And then 
the Signal for the other Captains was made, and by 
that Time it was juſt dark; and the laſt I ſaw of 
the Enemy, they were ſtanding to the Southward 
under an eaſy Sail. 

9, At what Time was that ? 

A. Juſt as it was dark, about 7 O'Clock or after. 

I cannot remember what Time the Sun fet there at 
that Time, but about ſeven I believe. 

2. Under an eaſy Sail towards Panticherry? 

A. No back again. Then it being dark, and 
the Wind blowing ſtronger than it had done, it f 
Was thought neceſſary to Nay til the Wind came 

| about; 


8 
about; for it would have been with great Diffculty 
we ſhould have got up our Anchors without falling 


foul of one another, we were ſo intermixed. 
Was that the Opinion of the Captains? 


A Of the Majority of them, I believe. And 


that as to the Pearl, as it was dark and the Rud- 
der.not made, and there was nothing to govern her 
in the Dark, ſhe could not poſſibly be of any Ser- 
vice, and therefom:* twas concluded ſhe ſhould be 
left behind, our Squadron being ſtronger than the 
Enemy, without her. 

9. Was you of the ſame Opinigp v with the reſt 
of the Captains? | 

. 

9. Were all the Gn on board at the ſecond 
Conſultation? 

A. T believe ſo, except Captain Parker or Cap- 
tain Tiddeman. 

9. Did any of the Captains then find F an with 
the Steps which the Admiral had taken, and ex- 
preſs any Diſlike at his not going to Sea ſooner? 

A. Yes, I believe the Majority did, and were 
very much ſurprized at it; that is, on our not go- 


ing to Sea ſooner. 


Q. Did any of them ſay any thing to him? 

A. Yes. | 6 

9. What was it? 

A. When I went on board the 1 time, he 
aſked our Opinions. We ſaid we had agreed in 
the Council of War before to go out, and attac 
the Enemy, and we were ſurprized at his a 
our Opinions a ſecond Time. He faid, if we had 


gone out, we could not have come up with them. 
But we told him, that we might have got ſo near, 


as to have kept Sight of them all Night, and pre- 
vented their Eſcape. We adviſed him to ſend a 
Cruizer out to keep Sight of *em, and: lead us to 
them by falſe F Ires. —He ſaid he would, but did 


| not, | 
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not. About 12, he and the Squadron weighed, 


and anchored off Ponticherry, between that and 


Fort St. David's; and in the Morning there was 


no Sight of the Enemy. 
O. Do you think if the Admiral had weighed 


with the Squadron, after the Diſtribution of the Men 


f was made, that then there was a Poſſibility of getting 
up, and nearing the Enemy, if they had made Sail ? 


— Kecollect yourſelf, and give an Anſwer. 
A. We might in my Opinion, if we had got 


under Sail, have kept Sight of them. 


O. Admitting in caſe they . made all the 


Sail they could away? 
A. Yes, juſt before dark they were two Leagues 


| and half from us, laying by under an eaſy Sail; 


ſo near, that we could ſee half their Hulls out of 
the Water: But I cannot be particular as to that. 
If we had gone to Sea, in all Probability we might 


| have kept Sight of them; to be ſure by ſending 


out a light good cruizing Ship, we might have 
done it, and have prevented their coming on the 
Coaſt again, or have brought them to a Battle. 
One or the other muſt have been the Conſequence. 


| Tn the Morning my Rudder came off, and it was 
Ten o'Clock before I could get it hung, there 


was ſuch a Motion in the Road. I got under Sail, 
in order to join; but when the Admiral ſaw me, 
he made my Signal to anchor, with a Signal for 
my Lieutenant, who brought me a Meſſage to un- 
hang the Rudder again, as the Enemy was out of 


Sight, and to get it completed. 


Q.: When was this? 
A. About 11. We weighed I believe the next 


Morning. 


9. How long did the Squadron lay between 
Ponticherry and Fort St. David's? 
A. Till it was dark the next * What Time 


afterwards 10 can't ſay. 2 


(26) 
; Do you know any thing of the Frenck's 


ſtanding into the Road of Ponticherry, and landing 


Men and Money ? 

A. They did not. They went to Madraſs, and 
landed Men or Money there, I can't ſay which. It 
was reported, they landed a good many Men, and 
a great deal of Money and Ammunition. 

Q; From whence was this Report? 

A. It was current at Fort St. David's; and I 


believe there 1s no manner of Doubt but they did 


that. 


9. Doyou know who you had this F | 


* 
I don't remember. 


2. They had it in their Power at any Time to 
come to you, and attack you; therefore *tis plain 


they did not intend that? 

A, We ſuſpected they would have attacked us 
in the Night, we lay in ſuch a diſorderly Manner; 
and if they had, a Body of Ships, coming in a Line 
among us ſragling, would have had great Ad- 
vantage. 

9. "What F Ro had the Commodore * him? 
A. Three Ships of 60 Guns, two of 30 Guns, 

ig: Medway's Prize of 40 or 38 Guns, and two 

Zaſt-India Ships mann'd and fitted for War. 
Q., Of what Force? 

A. Thirty-two Guns each and 200 Men: The 


Lively and a little Snow, beſides two F ore: gun 


Ships without Rudders. 


2. Was you ſuperior to the French, beſides the 


Two Ships without Rudders? 
A, It was the Opinion of every body we were. 
Line of Battle produced. | 
9. How can you ſuppoſe, that our Squadron 


| was ſuperior, when you had but Three Sixty-gun 


Ships, and T'wo F ifty- -gun Ships, and the Enemy 
were Nine Sail? 


A, 


A 


Q 00 260 
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4 They were all Bagatel Ships in the Face of . 


an Enemy of Force: Thoſe Ships! know were Mer- 
chant-ſhips and Ships that had been fitted for War. 

2, How do you know thoſe Ships were ſuch ? 

A. It was the Admiral's Opinion himſelf and all 
ours, that we were ſtronger than the Enemy. 

Q; You ſay that the Maintopſail was looſed 
after the Conſultation. Was the Foretopſail 
looſed in the Morning? 

A. Yes, the Foretopſail was looſed before. 


. Did the Squadron lay dernen Ponticherry 


and Fort Sf. David's? 
A. They lay there *till it was dark. What 
Time they ſail'd in the Night I cannot ſay. 


L. Do you know where they fail'd to from 


thence. 
I can give a particular Anſwer to that, be- 


cauſe when the Admiral lay off Ponticherry, he 
wrote me a Letter, wherein he told me, that, if 


both: the Forty-gun Ships could have their Rudders 


hung, they ſhould both come down ; but if only 
one, then it ſhould be the Eltham, and to put 

100' of my Men on board. This he' wrote to 
me, and farther, that he was going down as far as 


Madraſs to ſcour the Coaſt of the Enemy; and I. 
did ſend the Men accordingly by his Direction. 


That was the Purport of the Letter. I went to the 

Eltham to know where to find them, tho? I could not 
ſee we were capable of judging where they went. 

2. Was you one of the Captains that told the 
Admiral, that he ought to have weigh'd, and gone 
to Sea? 

A. Yes. 
9. Andwho elſe? 


A. Capt. Powleit and Capt. Amhurſt : On! y 1 we 


Three ? 
A But you ſaid there was a =__ for the other 


Captains afterwards ? | 
D; — 
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9. And did the reſt of the Chand find Fault ? 


A. I cannot ſo well recollect that: There was a 
great deal of Diſcontent obſerved in general by 
every body. 


9. What Time was there. elapſed, Go the Di- 
ſtribution of the Men and your going on board 


again on the laſt Conſultation ? 

A. I ſaid it was before Fi ive, and it was dark at 
Seven o'Clock? - 2:9 

Q. Then there were Two Hours? 

es. 

And could you have gone to Sea between 

Five and Seven ? | 

A. Yes. | 

9. The Wind and the Weather would have p Per- 
mitted you to have done it? 


A. Yes, the Harwich could have ferch'd to 


Windward. | 

Q. At Night could you Weak purchaſed your 
Anchors ? 

A. It blew hea 

. ©. At what Diſtance did you lay from the Shore, 
at Fort St. David's? 

A. A Mile and a half, or a Mile. 


How many en were there 1 inter- 


mix d among the Squadron? 

A. I cannot remember. 

Q: How many do you think? | 

A. I believe there were not a great many mix d 
among the Squadron: What there were, were 
among the Weathermoſt of the Squadron. I do 
not remember there were any Men of War lay 
within the Merchant: ſhips. 


2 How many Merchant-men lay intermix = 


with the Squadron: 4 
A. I can't tell: There were ſome 1 can t 
tell how many. Fo ” 


. 
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Was you not as capable of getting under 

Sail, without any Danger from thoſe Merchant- 
men, as if they had been further out? 

A. In Day-time we might have got to Sea with- 

out damaging them, but in the Night-time we could 


not. I adviſed the Admiral before the Evening to 


go to Sea, and told him, I thought we came to that 
Reſolution. He ſaid, he would as ſoon as it was 
dann. 
2. Did you adviſe him to it? 

A. Yes: It was almoſt dark, and I was ſurpriz d 
at his furling his Topſails. He ſaid, that the French 
Commodore had fineſſed him, by ſtanding to the 
Southward under his Topſails; and he would do 
the like, by furling his Topſails, and make as if he 


| pended not to ſail and fail, ad that he would fail | 


as ſoon as it was dark. 

2. Did you ul? _—Jþ 
A. We failed at Twelve that Night, or there- 
abouts. 

©. Did the Admiral fail as ſoon as he could after 
it was dark, agreeable to what he told you ? 
A. I believe ſo, I know of nothing to the contrary. 
When the Captains all came on board, there was 
ſome Debate, as I :have mentioned, and the Con- 
cluſion was then not to go : The Wind blew freſh, 
and we then agreed to ſtay. | 

9. Did the Admiral fail as ſoon as the Wind 
would permit after it was dark? 

A. I believe ſo. | 

he Do you know of any hae to che contrary? 

A I do not know of any thing. 


2 Do you know any thing further relating to 


the Admiral's Conduct, while he lay at Fort St. 
David's in the Months of May and Fune . 

A. Nothing more. So” 

Then the Witneſs withdrew, being added 40 

attend again, in Behalf of the Priſoner. 


Capt. 
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(30) 
Capt. John Amhurſt called into Court, and p orn. 


Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court what you 
know relating to the Conduct and Behaviour of 


Admiral Griffm, while he commanded a Squadron 


of his Majeſty's Ships in the Eaft-Indies, in the 
Months of May and June 1748. The Judge-Ad- 
vocate will read to you the Charge. 


[The 1ſt Article of the Charge, relating to the 


Unhanging theRudders of the Two Forty-gun Ships 
when the Enemy was expected, was read.] 


A. As to the Rudders being unhung by Order, 


I do not know they were unhung. As to the Ships 
being expected on the Coaſt, that J had heard from 
the Admiral; my own "OP at that Time wanting 
Reparation. 

9. What Ships were expected? 

A. The French Ships: The Enemy. 

2: And as to the Merchant-ſhips, how did they 
lay ? 

A; We lay promiſcuouſly| ; ſome to Windward, 
and ſome intermix'd with the Squadron. 


. How many Merchant-ſhips were intermix d 
with the Squadron? | 


A. I cannot tell: There were fovenat:i in F ort St. 
David 's Road: The Number I cannot tell. 

9. How many were nen with _ Squa- 
dron? | 

A. I cannot tell hs Number. 

Q. Can you gueſs? . 

A. It muſt be entirely Gueſs. 5 

How many Nerchant-nen might there be in 

the whole ? 


A. Not leſs than 14 or 153 I can't tell the : 
| Number. 


©. Did you come into the Road with the Com- 
modore, when he firſt came in? 
A, I joined him from 7 — 


* 


it 


al 


„ 

2. Was the Squadron then intermix'd with the 

 Merchant-ſhips ? 

A. There were Merchant-ſhips in the Road: 
They were moſt of them to Windward of us. It 
is Two diſtinct Roads, Cuddalore's and Fort &.. 
David's. They were ſome of them to Windward, 
clear of us. 

2. Then how were they intermixed ? | 

A. The Roads are near to each other: They lay 
to Windward of the Road. | 

D Did you lay too near the Shore where you 

Was:? 

A. Not, for 85605 

9. Was the Squadron anchored i in proper Births 
for Safety ? "Os 

A. Yes, I think fo. 10 

[Witneſs produces a Log-Book. 

9, Is that your own Log- Book? 

A. It 1s my own. 

Is it your own Writing * ? 

A. It is my Clerk's. 

Q. Can you ſwear to that 13 ? 

A. Ican in moſt reſpects: I g-nerally compar'd 
it with the Ship's Log-book ; and as to ſome par- 
ticular Days, I can be certain. It does not fix the 
Number of Ships, only ſays ſeveral Country-Ships 

and Veſlels. 

Q. Now you ſpeak of the Ships you found ? 

A. Yes, when I came from Trincomal. 

Q, Were not they all nearer the Shore than the 
Britiſh Squadron ? > 

A. No; ſome were, i were not. 

0 Did the Squadron lay together?  _ 

A. Not in any Line: They lay ſtragling about, 
ſome to Windward, and ſome intermix d with the 
Squadron. 

Q. Did any of the Merchant-dhiga anchor among 
the Men of War, during the Time you lay there ? 
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A. Yes, there was ſome of them did, but what 


Number I can't recolle&t. Capt. Willa, an India 


Ship, was without my Ship. T he Squadron was 
anchor'd properly with Regard to Safety, but in 


no Line. 
[Second Article of the Charge read. ] 


Q:; What have you to ſay to that? 


A. On the gth of June, about 10 O'Clock, 1 | 
had been in Bed ſome Time, and I heard ſome 


Guns fired ; upon which I got up, and called Capt. 
Boys. We were then-on Shore. We went out of 


the Houſe, and, hearing two or three more Guns, 


I called Capt. Powlett; and they two with me went 


to the Governor of Fort St. David's, to deſire 
Boats to go off. The Governor granted us Boats, 


and we proceeded on board the Princeſs Mary, to 
know what the Alarm was. Mr. Adams, the 
Lieutenant of her, informed us, it was the Lively; 


that ſhe had been chaced off Negapatam by Nine 


Sail of large Ships, which ſhe took to be French 
Ships of War. I immediately went on board my 
Ship; it was Two or half paſt Two, before I got 
on board her. I cleared the Ship for Action, fill'd 


a Proportion of Powder, and every thing elſe neceſ 


ſary. 


2. The Charge i is, that the Admiral did not put 


the Squadron in a Poſture for Fight ? 

A. T had no Orders. 

Q; Was the Admiral on Shore | . 

A. The Governor ſaid, he was at the Garden- 
houſe, and that he had ſent up to acquaint him 


of the Lively's burning falſe Fires, and coming 
down. He did not know what Ship it was then. 


9. How far was the Garden houſe from the Go- 
vernor's? 
A. Better than a Mile: I can't ſay exactly. 


. Don't you think it would have been n tight 
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to have gone and receiv'd the Admiral's Orders, 
before you had gone off ? 
A. 1 don't know: Upon hearing this Alarm, I 


| was willing to get to my Duty. 


. Did the Admiral make any Freparation for 
going to Sea that Night? 

A. Not any to my Knowledge. 

[The 3d Article of the Charge read, relating to 
the Admiral's not cauſing the Squadron to ſail.] 

S Acquaint the Court what you know relating 
to that Article ? 

A. At half paſt Five the Admiral loos'd his 
Foretopſail, and made the Harwich's Signal to join 
the Squadron. She was then laying about Four 
Leagues to the Northward of us, off Ponticherry. 
That was all the Motion. 

What is that Paper you look upon? 

1 It is taken from my Log- book. 

DO. Did you take thoſe Minutes yourſelf * ? 

4. They are my own. 

O. When did you take them ? — that Day? 

A. The Day after or near about that Time. 

. Was it during the Time the Things were 
Heels in your Memory E-- 
A. It was. 
O. If it is a Thing collected ſince, it is improper 


for you to look upon it? 


A. It was collected in the Eaſt-Indies, about 


Three Days after the Thing happened. There was 


no Motion made by the Admiral but the Foretop- 
ſail's being looſe, and the Harwich's joining the 


Squadron, except ſome private Things, which did 


not relate to the Sailing; he called me to know how 
many Men I was ſhort of Complement. 

O. Could not the Admiral have got under Sail 
and gone to Sea, as well from where he lay, as if 


he N laid further out, with the Squadron ? 
E 
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A No; in going out, he would have com- 


manded the Sea-Wind, which always comes in 
with the Afternoon ; and y being out, he would 


have been more capable of coming up with them, 
and the French were expected to come in Sight 
every Minute. 


O. Was you at Diſtance enough from the Shore, 


to have got under Sail? 
A. The Wind being then about S. E. we mould, 


in laying further off, have been capable of com- 


manding the Shore again better than we could have 
done from whence we lay. 

©. Was there any thing to watt; the Admi- 
ral from going to Sea with the Sea-breeze the 
whole Day, from his looſing his Es at half 


an Hour paſt Five ? 


A. No, he might have gone to Sea. 


[The 4th Article of the Charge was read, relat- 


ing to the Admirals not ſending out Frigates. 

Q: Did the Admiral fend out any Frigates to 
reconnoitre the Enemy, on the 10th Day of June ? 

No. ' 

©. During the whole Day? 

A. Not any to my Knowledge. 

[The 5th Article of the Charge read, relating 
to the View of the Enemy at Noon. ] | 

. What have you to ſay to this ? 


A. At Noon, one Ship appeared to the South- 


ward; at One, Eight were in Sight, and one Sloop 
coming down to us. 

. You faid they were in Sight; from what 
Part did you ſee them? From the Deck or the 
Maſt-head ? | 


A. At half paſt Two, ſaw 1 Hulls; but whe- | 


ther at that Time we ſaw them from the Quarter- 


deck, or the Maſt-head, I can't ſay ; but I believe, 
from the Maſt-head. There was one Ship much 
larger than the reſt, 
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(35) 
[The 6th Article of the Charge read.] 

Court, Acquaint the Court with what you know 
relating to this Part of the Charge. 

A. They continued in Sight from that Time ' till 
it was dark. 

9. How near did they ſtand to you any Time 
that Afternoon ? What was the neareſt, and what 


were their Motions ? 


A. About 7 or 8 Miles. 

9, What Sail had they out then! ? 

A. When I haſt ſaw ew, they were under their 
Topſails? 

Q: But when they were ſtanding to you, what 
Sail were they under; and under what Sail did they 
continue *till dark? 

A. When they ſtood to us, they were not under 

qual Sail ; ſome failed worſe than others. 

Q: But their beſt-ſailing Shups? ? 

A. Their Topfails. 

9, How long did they ſtand to you, and when 
did they haul their Wind? 

A. My Book mentions the Squadron's racking, 
but not hauling upon a Wind: At half paſt F our, 


they brought to in a Line with their Heads to the 


Eaſt. 

©. Under r Gail, and at what Diſtance ? 

A. Then the Center bore S. S. E. about Nine 
Miles. At Six the French Squadron bore E. S. E. 
They then tack'd, and ſtood to the S. under their 


| Topfails. At half paſt Six, the Extreams of their 
| Squadron were from E. by E. to S. E. by S. diſtant 


about 7 or 8 Miles. One of the Ships fired Two 
Guns, and hoiſted a blue Flag at the Maintopmaſt- 
head: The reſt of the Squadron hoiſted blue Flags 
at the ſame Place; and that was the laſt I ſaw of 


them. 


9. How far 52 you jhdge you was able to ſee, 


and how much of their Hills off the Quarter-deck ? 
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(36) 
A. I ſaw their Wan very plain, and . of 
the Officers faid they took the Centaur, the biggeſt 


Ship, to be a Ship that Capr. Fapiom had been in 


Action with before. 

9. Could you diſcern the Hulls of any of the 
reſt of the Ships, except the Centaur ? 

A. I believe 1 did, I can't ſay. 

2, How low down could you ſee? 

A. The greateſt Part of their Quarters. 


2, Did they at any Time of the Day ſtand near 


enough to the Road, ſo that you could form any 
Judgment of their Force ? 

A. I think they did, for in talking with the Off 
cers what they took them for, one Ship appeared 
larger than the reſt, about 40 or 30 Guns, and 
looked like one of our India Ships. 

2, Was you one of the Captains that adviſed 
the Admural to fend out a Frigate? 

A 


ing it. 
4. No Ship v was ſent out the whole Day. 


2, What paſs'd the whole Day of the roth, | 


and what Signals were made ? 


A. At Three the Admiral made my Signal to a 


Council of War. 
. Were any Signals made by the Admiral be- 


fore that? 
A. Yes; I was on board the Admiral by 11 


o Clock. 
Q: Tell the Court iP! whole that paſt chat Luy: 


Were there any Preparation made for Sailing, and | 
what ? 


A. At Eleven the Admiral made my Signal, he 


wanted to know how many Men I was ſhort of 


Complement. I had not the Abſtract of my week- 


ly Account, but told the Admiral about 8 | 
and Nineteen at the Hoſpital z and the Admiral 


ſaid, 


2; Relate to the Court what you kndw] concern- = 
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fald, he thought I was the weakeſt Ship in the 
Squadron. I faid, I had loft none, but by Death; 
that I had Men enough to fight my Guns; and chat 
was ſufficient, without we came to Small Arms. 
He ordered me to ſend to Governor Hoyer, the 
Abſtract of my Ship's Company, and that he would 
ſend to him: He ſaid, he did not find Mr. Foyer, 

the Governor of Fort St. David's, fo forward in aſſiſt- 
ing him; but if he could get any, I ſhould have 
my Proportion: And at Three, my Signal was made 
to a Council of War. 

2. How many Men did you get off, from the 

Hoſpital ? | 

A. I believe moſt of them; I am not certain if 
any of em were left on Shore. But there was not 
above one or two if any, Moſt of em were on 
board about Noon from the Hoſpital. 

Was all the Ship's Company on board that 
were capable about Noon? 

A. All were on board about Noh. | 

2, Pleaſe to relate what paſſed at the Council 
of War, what you recollect of it; and what was 
propoſed by the Admiral for your Conſideration ? 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance the Queſ- 
tion was, whether we ſhould tow the Two Forty- 
gun Ships that were without Rudders, or leave 
them in the Road. Am I to relate the Particulars 
that happened in the Debate? * 

2, You are to relate every Thing that related 
to the public Service, any Thing elſe that was 
"mentioned beſides the Forty-gun Ships. 

A. The Debate was, whether the Men would not 
be of more Service without the F orty-gun Ships, 

> UF than more Ships with fewer Men: The Council 
Ff were of Opinion, the Men would be of more 
- EB Service. We did not conclude to it afterwards ; 
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(35) 
expreſs'd ſeveral Times, at the Council, that 
the Ships came ſo near, and came to no Con- 
cluſion: The Pearl was agreed ſhould: be towed, 
and Capt. Boys was to make a Sweep to ſteer with, 
which broke twice. 
2, Do you know any Thing of that | 


A. Only by being told ſo, Capt. Boys propoſed 


to the Council, that the Pear! ſhould be towed, 
and to put to Sea immediately. It was agreed, 
that the Pearl ſhould be towed, and the Elibam's 
Men divided among ſuch of the Squadron as we 
ſhould think proper. Capt. Boys propoſed to be 
added, that we ſhould go out and fight the Enemy 
directly, and go to Sea immediately: Capt. Nucella 
ſaid, what we had agreed to, meant the fame 
Thing : That we ſhould loſe more Time to have 
it wrote over again. Upon which we broke up. 
The Admiral then ordered his in to looſe his 
Maintopſail. 

2. Did you apprehend, when the Council of War 
broke up, that it was cri by all, that you 
ſhould go to Sea immediatel 
Al. I did: I went on . my Ship; hove in 

ſhort upon my Anchor; ſent my 1 for the El- 
tham's Men that were allotted me; called all my 


Officers to adviſe me, if any thing could be done 


before Action. 


9. At what Time did you get the Eltham's Men 


on board in the Afternoon ? 


A. At Five o'Clock received 20 of the Eltham's 
Men, ſeveral more being diſtributed among the 


Squadron. 
Was the whole Squadron i in a fit Condition 
to by to Sea at Five? 
A. Excluſive of the Two ran Ships. 
L. All but them? 
MT. Tes. 
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Priſoner At what Time did the Enemy bring 
to in the Evening, or were they coming down when 
we ſeparated from the Council ? > 

A. They were a coming down; and when the 
Maintopſail was looſe, they brought to. Concern 
was expreſſed at the Delay, and we were apprehen- 


ſive they were coming to attack v 


O. Did not every Man of the Council think they 
were coming to attack us ? 

A. They did. 

O. Would the Wind and the Weather | 3 per- 
mitted you to have got to Sea at Five o' Clock? 

A. At Five we might have got ſome Offing. 

O. Could you have gone to Sea as the Wind 

at Five * ? 

A. As the Wind was. we might have got an 


Offing. 


Court. After you got on board from the Admiral 
what was done? 

A. Between Six and Seven the Admiral furled 
his Topſails, and made Capt. Powlett's, Capt. Boys's 
and my Signal; and aſked us our Opinions what 
was beſt to be done, to keep Sight of the Enemy. 


| We propoſed to ſend out the Lively, or ſome of the 


| ſmall Ships, and for the Squadron to drop down 


towards Ponticherry. The reſt of the Captains came 
on board, except Capt. Parker. There was nothing 


further concluded on, only a Memorandum made, 


to anchor (if we ſhould have Occaſion) without 
Guns ; and about Eight that Night I got on board 
my Ship again. 

. Did you expreſs any Surprize to the Admiral 


then, that he had not got to Sea before? 


A. Yes: Capt. Powlett and Capt. Boys mention'd 
it, that we thought to have been under Sail before 
that; and adviſed the ſending out a ſmall Ship, to 
keep Sight of the Enemy. 9 
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SL, Did you yourſelf ſay any thing to the Ad- 
mira 

P 4 It was faid to the Admiral in my Preſence. 
D. Did the Admiral make any Reply ? 
Tes. 

9. What was it! NJ 

A. That we could not have fetched the Squa- 


dron. He aſked Capt. Grifin: He ſaid he could 


not tell whether we might or no. He looked out 
of the Port, and ſaid, that he believed we might if 
we had tried ? 


Priſoner. Did you hear any body adviſe me to 


lay faſt, till the Gale was over in the Evening! 58 
3 Not to my Knowledge. There was a Talk 


among the India Captains, that the Sea- Wind ſet in 


ſo very ſtrong, that they could not fetch their An- 


chors. The Wind was then S. by E. I think, and 


a pretty large Sea tumbled in. I talked with Capt. 
Barron, and he ſaid, he could cut if he could not 
weigh. The Squadron at that Time could not have 
well weighed : There would have been a Difficulty 
in caſting. We did not weigh till the Wind came 
off Shore, about Eleven o' Clock. 

Q: You ſaid I was adviſed to ſend out the Lively 


to keep Sight of the Enemy. Where was I or you 


when you gave me that Advice ? 

A. In your Cabbin : I offered my Barge to go on 
board the Lively; Capt. Griffin ſaid, your Pinnace 
was on board. 

. Did you then hear Capt. Powlett adviſe me 


not to weigh ? 
A. Not "that I can recollect. 


Q. If you had cut or ſlipt, cou you haye got 


to Sea ? 
A. As it was dark and a Swell, we might have 
been on board one another; it was then adviſeable to 


lay ſtill. At Three _ by Eleven, the Ad: 
mira 
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miral made the Signal to weigh. At One weighed, 
and ſtood to the N. E. under an ealy Sail. 
Curt. Did the Squadron weigh? 
A. All, except the Two Forty- gun * 
2. Did the India Ships weigh ? 
A. Yes, at Four the Signal was made to tack, 
and at Six to anchor; which we did; in 19 F athoms 


Water. 


9. Pleaſe to mention the Bearings and Diſtance? 

A. Fort St. David's S. W. by S. Ponticherry 
N. W. half N. off Shore Nine or Ten Miles. At 
Dark we loſt Sight of the Enemy. 

Q: You ſaw no Ships in the Morning * 5 

A. None of the Enemy's Ships at Fort St. Da- 
vid s. The Swallow Snow was ſtanding to the 
Eaſtward, and the Commodore made the Pear/'s 
Signal to anchor. 

. And you anchored at Six in the Morning ? 
Yes. 

2. When did you weigh again * 

AJ. At Four the Admiral called us to a Council 
of War, as we lay off Ponticherry. 

A On the ſame Day that you anchored at Six 
in the Morning? 

. 

9. And what was propoſed there? 

A. What Method we thould take to purſue the 
Enemy. 

| Priſoner. Did I offer to lay a Letter of Intel- 


|  ligence before the Council? 


A. Yes, one from Mr. Floyer. 

Q: Did you receive it? 

A. No. 

9. Was it not refuſed at hs Council? | 

A. 1 believe it was mentioned at the Council, 
that we knew nothing of NE. 298 and that it 


. Court. | 
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Court. Did you all object to the Reading of that 
Letter ? 

A. It was carried by the Majority the whole 
I cannot ſay. 

Q: It was not read ? 

A. It was not read. 

9. Was you one of the Council? 

Le. 

Q: Did you object to reading the Letter? 

A. I cannot tell. 

9. What were the Gentlemen” s Reaſons for 
rejecting the Letter? | | 
A. That we could have no Buſineſs with Mr. 

Floyer. | 

Court. But you had with the W as all 
Officers have, when it is offered by their Comman- 
ding Officer. What was agreed to? 

A. To proceed to Madraſs, and to endeavour 
to be there by Day-light. | 
Priſoner. I ſhould be glad you would inform 
the Court, whether I was not adviſed by the Coun- 
cil not to fail *till Ten o' Clock? And whether 1 
was not oppoſed in my own Opinion of Sailing 
immediately? 

A. I really cannot juſtly ſay; but the Reſolution 
was to be at Madraſs by Day- light. It depended 
greatly upon the Wind; as to the Hour of Sailing, 
I cannot ſay whether Ten was the Hour or no. 

Court. The Queſtion is, whether the Commo- 
dore did not propoſe Sailing immediately, and 
whether that was not rejected by the Majority; 
and that they were not for Sailing till Ten? 

A. J cannot ſay, whether T en was the Hour 
mee, - -* | 
9. Did the Admiral propoſe Sailing immediate- 
ly : Pleaſe to tell what Hour as near as you can, 
and at what Time you did agree to fail ? 1 > 


FI 


J. I cannot recollect it was propoſed to fail im. 
mediately : The Reſolution was to be off Madraſs 
by Day: light. 

Priſoner. Was it given as a "WAL why we 


| ſhould not fail nne leſt 985 W 


Madraſs. | 

A. The paſſing Madraſs was upon the Carpet 
and that we were to take care to fail fo as not to 
do it, but to be there by Day-light. 

Court. At what Time did you weigh, and was 
any thing further debated that you can recolle&t ? 

A. There was nothing debated : Capt. Powlett 
ſpoke to the Admiral about anchoring, and about 
Governor Floyer's Letter. 

Y What did Capt. Pozolett ſay. 

A. That he aſked our Opinions too late ; and 
Fan he had not taken our Opinions before, in re- 
card to ſending out a ſmall Ship. | 

Priſoner. Pleaſe to repeat the Remainder of the 
Conrvertidina You are {worn to tell the whole. 

A. The Admiral upon that Debate faid, he did 
not know that any body could find Fault with his 
Conduct. I faid, it was wrong to ſtay fo in the 
Morning. The Admiral faid, nobody cou'd juſtly 
find Fault with his Conduct. I aid 1 chought 


| there was that Fault. The Admiral faid, then he 


thought we ought to have acquainted him with it. 
Capt. Powlett then ſaid, we were not upon a Foot- 
ing to give our Opinions unaſked. 
Court. Where Officers make a public Declara- 
tion, that their Commanding Officer has not acted 
right, they ſhould give ſome Reaſon for it: Was 
any given? 
A. No. | 
9. Where did you g0 to when you * 2 


A. We proceeded to Madraſß. 


9. What was the Time that you did weigh? _ 
A. We weighed by Signal, with the * 
ä | F 2 | Y 
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by Eleven; (but I am not certain; I have it ſo in 
my Logbook :) and ſtood to the Northward. The 
Lively went ahead of rhe Squadron. 
©. Where did you go to? 


A. We could ſee the Steeple of Madraſs about, 


Noon. The next Day we ſtood to the Northward, 
for Madraſs. 

9. At what Time: I 

A. About Twelve o'Clock we were off Madraſs : : 

But * was only a ſmall Veſſel laying there. 

Q. Where did you go then? | 

A. From Madraſs to Windward, till the Admi- 
ral called us together. After we had haul'd our 
Wind, there was a Council of War called. 


9. Did you haul your Wind when you came off 
Maaraſs? - 5 


e.. 

9. And then you had a Council of War? 

A. Yes. 

9. And what was propoſed there? 

A. That as the Ships had got from us, whether it 
would be better to purſue them, or endeavour to 
take Care of Fort Sf. David's, and return thither : 
And if we were to return to Fort St. David's, then 
to ſend a ſmall Ship to the reſt of the Settlements, 
to acquaint them, that the French had got from us. 


2: Was there then any Oppoſes dc, - 


where the Enemy was'gone ? 
A. To Leeward, I think. 
Q Where to Leeward ? 


A. I don't know, whether they might not be 


* quite to Bengal: The Liveh was ſent to Bombay. 
2. Did you return to Fort St. David's, and re- 
main there. 


ee. 


Then the N wy withgrew ; and the Court ad- 


Journed fill Z 0-Morrow o Morning, Nine o Clock. 
Second 


4 
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Second Day's Sitting. 
Thurſday, December 4» 17 50. 


H E Court met according to Adjournment. 


The ſame Members preſent. Priſoner 
brought in. Audience admitted. 
| * for the Crown continued. 
Capt. 2 iddeman called into Court, and ſworn. 


Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court, what you 
know relating to the ſeveral Parts of the Charge, 
as the Judge-Advocate ſhall read it to you. 


[The 1ſt Article of the Charge read, relating to | 


the Unhanging the Rudders of the Pearl and E- 


tham, and the Merchant-ſhips being intermixed 


with the Squadron. 


A. As to our Rudders they were unhung, being 


condemned by Survey. 


Q, Your own Rudder? 
. Les. 


Q. What Ship did you command ? | 
A. The Eltham. There were ſome Merchant{hips 


3 amongſt us to be ſure, but I cannot ſay how 


they laid at that Time. I really cannot recollect 
in what Manner we laid ; nor among what Part of 


& the Squadron the Merchant-ſhips lay. 


2, How many Merchant-ſhips were there? 

A. There was the Exeter an Indiaman. Eaft- 
India Ships lay to the Soutaward z I can't fay 
how near. 

2, How many Merchant-ſhips were there? 

A. I remember but Three; the reſt lay to the 


| Southward of Cuddalore, where they generally _ 
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to. lay. Capt. Baron and Brown were aſtern among 
the other Ships: They were Ships of War. 


Were there any more armed Ships? 
4. The Exeter an Indiaman was E. S. E. upon 


| my Bow, about half a Mile without me. I cannot 


& the Name of any other Merchantman. 


[The 2d Article of the Charge read, relating to 


the Squadron's lying in the Road in the Night, and 
the Intelligence of a Squadron of the Enemy, and 


the Admiral's not putting his Squadron in a fit Poſ- 


ture for Fight. ] 
Witneſs. On the gth of June at half an Hour paſt 


Nine at Night, I heard the Report of ſeveral Guns 


to the Southward, which neared us _ faſt. 
. Where was you laying then? - 

I. In Fort St. David's Road. At half an Hour 
paſt Eleven, a ſmall Ship anchored without me + 
of a Mile, to the Eaſtward. About Eleven, I ſent 
my Boat and an Officer on board, to know what 
Ship it was, and the Cauſe of her coming down to 
us, making Signals. I ſent Lieutenant Underdown. 
On his Return, he acquainted me, that it was the 
Lively, Capt. Parker, who had been chaſed that 
Afternoon by Nine Sail of large Ships, which he 
rook to be French Ships of War, and judged them, 


when he anchored at Fort St. David's, to be down 


the Length of Carrical, a French Settlement. As 


| ſoon as my Ship was clear for Action, I went on 


board the Admiral. 
Q: About what Time? 


A. At or about 12, as near as I can MY | 


to conſult how we ſhould proceed, in caſe the Ene- 


my ſhould come down and attack us in the Night, . 


as my Ship was difabled, the Rudder being on 


ſhore : But, not finding the Admiral on board, I. 


returned to my own Ship again, the Current then 


running ſtrong to the Northward, and ſo great a 


Swell, that J was obliged to put on board —— | 
: - 
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rowlett in my Way, to bail my Boat, being half 
full of Water. At Five in the Morning, or half 
an Hour after cannot ſay as to the Time, I 1 
muſt refer to my Minutes- 
©. When were thoſe Minutes taken ? 

A. At Fort St. David's the Day, or a ae I or 
two after. 

9. They are your own? . 

A. Yes, of my own Hand. ----At Five in the 
Morning the Admiral made my Signal, and a Sig- 
nal for the Harwich to join, who lay off the Shore 
at that Time. When I got on board the Admiral, 


he deſired to know, whether there was a PoMbility 


of getting my Rudder fixed in any Manner that 
Day, ſo as to ſteer. 

2 What Anſwer did you give? 

AI told the Admiral, I wou'd go on Shore 
and fee ; which I did accordingly, but found it 


impracticable, tho? I had all the Aſſiſtance poſſible. 


At half an Hour paſt Eleven, I went on board the 
Admiral again, leaving an Officer and a Ship- 


g | wright at Work on the Rudder. At One, the Med- 
ways Prize made a Signal for ſeeing Nine Sail to 


the Southward, and ſoon after I ſaw them from 


| the Deck, coming down before the Wind, in a 


Line of Battle ; Eight Ships, and a ſmall Sloop. 
About T'wo o Clock in the Afternoon, the Admi- 
ral made a Signal for all the Captains of the King's 
Ships, and on our going on board, the Admiral 
told us, that he had ſent for us on board to con- 


ſult what was beſt to be done, as the Enemy were 


coming down upon us, and Two of our Ships 


diſabled, by their Rudders being on Shore. It 
was agreed, as the Elibam was the weakeſt Ship of 
the Two diſabled Ships, and ſeveral of the Squa- 
dron wanting Men, (having a great many ſick on 


Shore) to ſend 110 Men of the beſt Men belonging 


to the Eltbam on board the weakeſt Ships, and 
Juo ged 
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judged the Squadron wou'd be ſtronger by that 
Means, than if the Elibam had gone out. Mr. Ham- 
mond, the Admiral's Secretary, in reading over the 


Reſult of the Council, as it was mentioned before 


to go out and attack (Interrupted) 

D By whom was it mentioned? 

A. By Capt. Boys. In the Hurry I imagined 
Mr. Hammond had omitted it, but in conſideration 
that the Enemy were then within Three Leagues of 
us to Windward, we had no Time to loſe in De- 
bates, or to write it over again: But when I roſe 
up from the Table, we fad, It is agreed, Gentle- 


men, that we go out and attack. I was hu rry'd on 


board immediately, to deliver my Men which was 
done by Five o'Clock. 

Court. Relate what you know. 

A. There were Signals made for ſeveral of the 
Captains in the Evening. I was not there. At 
Eleven at Night, the Admiral made a Signal to 
weigh, and the laſt I ſaw of him that Night, he 
was ſtanding off with his Squadron to the Faſt- 
ward; preſently loft Sight of him, it being dark. 
At Five the next Morning, I ſaw the Squadron 
a little to the Southward of Ponticherry. 

9. What Squadron ? 


A. The Engliſb Squadron, which ſoon after came 


to an Anchor, where they lay all Day, and weigh- 
ed at Night, to the beſt of my Remembrance, 


after dark. I was left at Fort St. David's, to get 


my Rudder fix d. I cannot account for any thing 
"till I joined the Admiral again. | I ſent a Man 
to the Maſt-head in the Morning, to look if he 
cou'd ſee any thing of the Enemy's Ships, and 
not ſeeing any, I went on Shore to forward the 
Rudder, and got it hung about Two in the After- 
noon. I got ſome Men ſhifted from Capt. Boys, 
about Ten ; joined the Admiral a little to Wind- 


ward of Maidraſs, about Five in the Afternoon - 
N 


DB = 00S SD co e. 


[ 


Dy i 


1 mn LY ww i ow 


(49) 
the 12th. The ſame Evening we received Intelli- 
gence, from a Dutch Eaſt-India Ship, that he ſaw 
ſeveral Ships ſteering off from the Land; I don't 
know, whether it was on the 12th, but it was 
after I joined the Admiral. I was on board the 
Admiral when we ſaw the Dutchman. I run cloſe 
under his Stern. The Admiral ſent my Barge on 


board with his Officer. (This was not far from 


Madraſs.) J think he ſaw them the Day before. 


The Admiral made the Signal for the Captains, 


and it was reſolv'd in Council, to ſend Captain 
Parker in the Lively to ſcour the Coaſt up to Ba- 


liſore Road for Intelligence; and the Seiallpw Snow 


(I think it was the Swallow) was ſent away at the 
ſame Time; and with the Squadron to return to 
Fort Sz. David's, as it was judged at that Time, 
if our Squadron had proceeded up to Balliſore, it 
wou'd have been impoſible for them to have got 
down *till the ſhifting. of the Monſoon, the Cur- 


rent generally mos, in 7 ſtrong to the North- | 


ward. 
9. When your Rudder was unhung, was a new 


one ordered to be made for you with all Diſ- 


patch ? 
. Carpenter was ordered to make a new 


Rudder. 


2 Did he go about 1a | 
A. He did. 
When the firſt was condemned by Survey, 
did the Admiral order the Carpenter to make 
another with all Diſpatch? 

A. Yes, but as we had but few Hands, moſt of 
the Hands being employ d in the Pearl, it was 
long in doing. 

O. Cou'd the Squadron have gone to Sea that 


Morning, at any Time before the Enemy ap- 


pear*d in Sight? 
A. Tes. c 
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2. When you fone the Enemy upon Deck, 
what Diſtance were they ? | 
A. About Three Leagues bearing about S. S. E. 


2, When they brought to, what Diſtance were 


they? 


A, It was a little after Three, about Three 
Leagues from us, as near as I can judge : It was 


ſo by our Watch then as to the Time. 


9. What Part of the Hulls appear'd 3 at 


Three, or after, when they brought to? 
A. I ſaw all their Taffarels, and J think their 
Quarter-decks out of the Water. 


Q: Wou'd the Wind and Weather have per- 


mitted you to go to Sea after the Men were diſ- 
tributed? 
A. I believe had we puſhed for it, they might. 


2. After Five, cou'd the Squadron have gone 


to Sea? | 

A. I believe they might: Some of them muſt 
have cut. 

9. Suppoſing they had cut or ſlipt? 

A. I believe they might. 

9. Admitting the Squadron had gone to Sea, 


do you think they would have been able to have 


kept Sight of the Enemy? 

A. Had there been proper Ships ſent out, as 
Scouts to have obſerved their Motions, and made 
Signals to them, I do not know but they might. 

2. You have ſpoke to the Currents running 
ſtrong at Night on the gth : How did it run 
in the Morning on the 10th. 

A. Little Current. 5 

9. At what Rate did it run? 


A Three Quarters of a Knot, or Half a Knot, 


"i really cannot judge, as I was going to the Ad- 
mural. 


2. Can you tell how it run in the Afternoon? 


A. About the ſame in the Afternoon. 


and a 


7 
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Q. Was the Wind moderate that whole Day, 
and the Weather? 

A. In the Morning it was, in the Evening it 
blow'd a little freſh with a Swell. 

9. About what Time? 

A. About Five in the Afternoon. 

9. When did it begin to blow freſh © S 

A. About Five. 

Q: Juſt as you had diſtributed your Men ? 

A. Tes; and a Swell. 

2. Recollect; the Queſtion aſked you is, if you 
could have gone to Sea after you had diſtributed 
the Men, notwithſtanding the Swell, and that if 


blowed freſh ? 


A. Yes, it did not blow ſo much. 
9, You ſay there was a Signal made at Five for 


the Harwich to join : At what Time did the Har- 


wich get under Sail, and when did ſhe join? 

A. She got under Sail immediately. About 
ive in the Afternoon ſhe anchored, or a little be- 
„ 

Q: Who was Captain of her ? 

A. Capt. Carteret. 

9. As you lay without all, you oat have taken 


particular Notice of the Harwich: Could ſhe have 


tetch'd farther to Windward than ſhe did? 
4. He paid away a little. I did not obſerve his 


| Motionin the Morning : In the Afternoon I did; 


and he paid away a little. | 
You was at the firſt Council of Was, and 
ſaid, when you aroſe, you agreed to go and attack: 
Was it underſtood by every body that you was to 
go and attack the Enemy ? 
A. Captains Nucella, Boys, and Carteret. I can- 
not ſay I heard Captain Parker ſay any thing. 
9, What did the Admiral fay ? 
A. I underſtood it fo, and I was hurried on board. 
2 Did you underſtand it ſo? 
| G 2 = A, 
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A. I did. 


Do you apprehend the reſt of the Captain 
did ? 

A. Yes; I told my. Officers we were going to 
get under Sail directly. 

2, Did you fit at the Table, and did any body 
make any Objection to going to Sea? 

A. No. 

9, Which of the Captains mentioned it; i 
A. Captains Nucella, Boys, Amburſt, and Carte- 
ret. I took them by the Hand, and ſaid, God 
* bleſs you, I wiſh you well.” I imagined I 


might never ſee ſome of them again. 


Q. Can you give any Reaſon, why the Squadron 
did not go to Sea after the Diſtribution of the Men 


was made? 
A. I cannot judge of che Admiral's Reaſons for | 


1t. 


Were there any Diſpoſition made for Sail- | 
in 

- A Line of Battle. 

2, Were any Signals made in the Morning ? 

A. Not *till the Council of War. . There were 
ſome Signals for the Captains of ſome of the Ships ; 
bur, being on Shore, I cannot tell what. 

Priſoner. Pleaſe to name any Merchant-ſhips 
that were intermixed with the Squadron, _ 

A. 1 do not recollect but one Indiaman; and that 
was the Exeter, laying without me. + 

2, How did the Exeter bear from you, as you 
was the weathermoſt Ship? 

A. Upon my Bow, E. S. E. 

Can you call that being intermixed with the 
Squadron ? 

A. I did not ſay intermixed. 

2, Can you name any? 

A. 1 really cannot recollect. The Merchant- 

| i men 
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18 lay off Cudaalore : ; only the Exeter lay upon 
my Bow. 
Court. Were they to Windward, and on the 
Outſide. | 
- A, On the Outſide, and a little to Windward. 

2. Can you name any others? 

A. Capt. Goreing's Ship was intermixed with the 
Squadron to diſtribute Proviſions. 
2 Could not the Squadron have gone to Sea 
conveniently from where they lay, without endan- 
gering themſelves or the Merchant-ſhi ps in getting 
under e . © 

A. I believe they might. 

2, At any Time that Day! * 

1 

Priſoner. Vou ſay, that at the Council you ad | 
viſed me to fail: I defire you to inform the Court, 
whether the Enemy were not coming down ; and. 
whether we did not all expect, that they would at- 
tack us; and whether they did not 1 to after 
we parted. 

A. I believe they brought to after we came upon 
= Quarter Deck. TR. 

2, After we parted ? 


A. They brought to before 1 went out of the 5 


Ship. - 
"BY. Laſt Queſtion but one repeated. 

A. They were bearing down while the Council 
was fitting. 

E: Did not we all apprehend they were com- 
ing to attack us? 

A. We imagined they were coming down to at- 
tack us. 

A Were not we ſcpmrated before they brought 
to, or when did they bring to? 

A. They brought to at Three or a little after 
Three o Clock. They brought to after the Coun- 


cil PO but before we eſt the Ship, It was 
either 
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either before the Council ſeparated, or before I left 


the Ship. 


Did they bring to before we ſeparated, or 


before you left the Ship ? 
A. 1 cannot be certain. 
Court. How long did they lay to. 
A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, about an 


Hour and 5, or Two Hours. They at one Time 


filled, and back'd again : In point of Time, I can- 
not\be certain, from the Confuſion we were in. 


\ Priſoner. At what Time did the Jaſt Men go 


away, and to what Ship ? 
A. They went away at Five, as near as I can 
judge, — the laſt Men. _ 
To what Ship? 
A I proteſt I cannot recolle& to whas Ship the 


laſt went. There were Twenty Barrels of Powder 


ſent at the ſame Time. 
2. How was the Wind at that Time! 
A. —_ fartheſt to the Eaſt, we had it, was 
S. S. 5 
2. How was it when the. laſt Men were ſhifted ? 
A. S. S. E. I judge. 
2, Pleaſe to acquaint the Courr, if we oh failed 


in the Morning, whether thoſe neceſſary Steps for 


repairing the Rudders, and getting your Men from 
the Hoſpital, wou'd not have been prevented ? 
A. The Service of the Rudders cou'd have been 
carried on. | 
Laſt Queſtion repeated. 


A. If we had begun early in the. Morning, I 


believe we might have got out by Noon. 

9. If we had ſailed into the Offing in the Morn- 
ing, wou'd not the French have avoided us the 
— as where we lay, by keeping their Wind? 


A. They cou'd have avoided us, if they had had 
an Iachnation They would have done their Endea- 
| vours 


no 
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yours I preſume, if they were to Windward of us; 
tho' ſome of their Ships failed heavy. 

9. Do you think, if we had failed that Day, at 
any Time after the Breeze came in, that we ſhou'd 
have ever fetched Fort §t. David's again? 

A. Undoubredly we ſhou'd have got up as we 
did from Madraſs. 

©. But if we had failed any part of that Day, 
and attack d, cou'd we have fetched the Road ? 

A. After the Sea-Breeze ſet in, and the Wind 
we had at Night, and the Current ro the North- 
ward, we cou'd not. | 

2, Cou'd we have done it after the Sea Breeze 
ſet in ? 

A. If we had made ſhort Boards we might, if 
we had fail'd the firſt Sea-Breeze, we might have 
fetch'd the Road again; but not after Five, by 
one Board. F: 

L. When did the Sea-Breeze ſer in ? 

A. About One I believe, I'm not certain : -—At 
the Time the Signal was made, there was s but little 
Wind. 

2, What Signal! ? 

A. For the Council of War. 

What wou'd have been the Conſequence of 
bei carried to Leeward of that Road, when your 
two Ships were without Rudders? 

A. We ſhou'd have been expoſed to the Ene- 
my to be ſure ; left expoſed, if we had gone out, 
and cou'd not have got in again. There was an- 
other great Conſequence, in caſe of our not get- 
ting up, which was Cuddalore and it's Dependencies, 
which was of very great Conſequence. 

2: You mean the Merchant-men lying in Cud- 


dalore? 


A. I believe that might be the Admiral's Reaſon 
for not going. 


2: You mean the Merchant-men there 7 255 = 
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A. Yes, and the Stores and Water-Boats. The 


Kon attacked it in our Abſence as it —_ and 
had like to have carried it. 
2. From where? 
4. From Ponticherry. 
2, You mention'd our Return: How many 


Days were we in getting from Madraſs to Fort / 


St. Davids? 

A. It was an infinite deal of Trouble; I never 
knew Men ſo worked in my Life. Eleven Days. 

What was the Diſtance from Madraſs to 
Fort St. David's, or the Place 25 came __ 
near Madraſs. 

A. About Twenty Leagues, or upwards of 
Twenty. I had gone down before, and was Seven, 
Eight, or Ten Days i in getting from Maarajs work- 
ing up. 

Abo the Currents run ſtronger at one Time 
than at another upon that Coaſt? 

A. Yes. | Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Capt. Nucella called into Court and ſworn. 
Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court, what you 


know relating to Vice-Admiral Griffn's Conduct 
and Behaviour, during the Time he commanded a 
Squadron in the Months of May and June, while 
he was off Fort St. David's; particularly. from the 


gth of June. 
[ Firſt Article of the Charge read, relating to the 


Unhanging the Rudders.] 


Court. The Court are latisfied about the Rud- - 


ders. 


Witneſs. On the-gth of June between Nine and 
Ten at Night, I cannot be certain as to the Time, 
when the Officer came down to let me know. there 
was an Alarm made by a Ship's making falſe Fires 
coming down, I ordered him to ſend a Boat, ſo 


__ as the Ship came any thing near, to get 
tel- 


| 


tm d 
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(7 
telligence what it was, and for what Reaſon 
they Thad made it. Immediately after, the Officer, 
who was out of the Ship at that Time, returned 
and gave me an Account it was the Zzvely. 
©. What Ship did you command ? 
A. The York. By their Account they had ſeen 


Nine ſtrange Ships of Negapatam, and had been 


chaſed by them; and that they took them to be 
French, *. expected they wou'd have been down 
to us by Morning. There was nothing paſſed then 


till the Morning. 


O. Say firſt what was done ? 

A. I had been very lame; but about Ten or 
Eleven o'Clock, I went on board the Admiral, to 
know if the Intelligence was true. I ſaid, I had 
heard there was ſuch Intelligence, and aſked him, 
if he thought it was to be depended on. He told 


| me, yes; that he had an Account of ſuch Ships; 


and he ſeemed to believe, by the Account, that 
they were an Enemy, French. He told me, it was 
very unlucky, that the Tw O Forty-gun Ships were 
without their Rudders. I ſaid it was fo: But by 
what Account we had of the French in the Coun- 
try, there cou'd be nothing in the Country too 
ſtrong or powerful for us, "if there was nothing 
come from Europe more than we had an Account 
of. I took the Liberty to aſk him, if he did not 
think to go to Sea, as ſoon as they ſhou'd appear 


in Sight. He did not ſeem averſe to it, but did 


not give a poſitive Anſwer. I think he ſaid, We 
ſhall ſee then; or, We ſhall conſider of it by and 


by; ſomething to that Purpoſe. I replied, ſurely 


we ſhall. go to Sea, when we ſhall ſee em; for 
if they come to attack us, they will attack us at 
a great Diſadvantage, and they never will let us 


| le here if they think themſelves ſtrong enough. 


Thoſe were the very Words I ſaid. I think the 
Admiral ſaid, We ſhall think of it by-and-by, or 
H con- 
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conſider of it : 
cular Words that 6a. The Admiral aſked - me 


to ſtay and dine with him, and after Dinner he 
| wou'd make the Signal for a Council of War, and 
bid me not go after Dinner. Whilſt we were at 
Dinner, an Officer came down and- faid, he ſaw 
ſome Ships from the Maſt-head to the Southward, 
about One or Two o' Clock. Preſently after Din- 
ner, the Admiral made the Signal tor the Cap- 
tains. 
Q,; At what Tai : 
A. J muft have Recourſe to my Log book 
Fo that. 

O. Is it your own Journal ? 

A. Itis not my own Writing. 

©. Can you ſwear to it? | 

A. As much as I can to any thing of that kind, 
I can ſwear I did it without any View or Deſign, 
and if there is any Miſtake it is accidental. At 
One, the . made the Signal for all Cap- 
tains: I was on board the Admiral then. The 
Officers acquainted us they ſaw Ships. In an Hour 
after Dinner, we ſaw the whole Nine Sail. Then 
the Captains all came on board; and that which 
we ſigned, will declare what we did. To the 
beſt of my Memory, the Admiral ſaid, © Gentle- 
men, what I call'd you here for, was to conſult 
how we ſhall go to Sea, as there are Two Ships 
wanting Rudders, Two Forty-gun Ships, It was 
wrote down, and fign'd ; and if there's any Error 
it was without Deſign. There was ſome Debate 
about towing ; Capt. Boys was making ſomething 
to ſteer with; and it was brought Word, that it 


was broke before Council was over. Capt. Powlett 


repreſented, that he wanted Seventy-odd Hands; 
and that as he was the beſt Ship in the Fleet, if 


the Forty-gun Ships ſhou'd be ſtript, he deſired he 


might have ſome Hands. Upon that the 3 


I do not remember the parti- 


| Sea? 


1 


| 1 deſired to ſee our weekly Accounts, and I had 


Twenty-odd Hands ordered me. 

9. What was agreed at the Council ? 

A. That we ſhould ftrip the Eltham to mann 
the other Ships, and take the Pearl to Sca along 


with us. 
9. Was it underſtood that you ſhou'd g to 


A. Capt. Boys added, and to 90 to Sea directiy; 
and I believe I replied, that that 1s implied already; 
we have not been aſk*d whether we are to go to Sea, 
but how-we are to go to Sea. I took that for granted, 
and we determined ſo. I underſtood it ſo. The 
Admiral ſaid to his Captain, Well, as this is our 
Agreement, go up and looſe the Maintopſail, or 
order it to be loos'd.”* There were ſome Altera- 
tions made in the Line of Battle. The Hinchefter 
I believe was in the Line as it ſtood then, and 
ſhe was on the Mallabar Coaſt. There were Alter- 
ations by Eraſement, but none new. 

Q. That was done while you was preſent? 

A, Tes. 

9. When did the Council of War break up, 
and you go on board? 

A. I think it was about Four o'Clock, or Half 
paſt ; but the Time of looſing the Maintopfail will 
direct us to that. I went away preſently, After 
that I was not on board the Princeſs Mary, Half 
an Hour, About Four, the Admiral looſed 
his Maintopſail. I believe about Six, Captains 
Pozwlett, Amburſt, and Boys, three « or tour of them, 


had hate Signals hove out. 


At what Time? 
A. - About Five or Six; and I think about Sins 


my Signal was hove out, about a Quarter or Half 
an Hour after thoſe made for the others. Upon 


my coming on board, Capt. Gin was upon the 
3 He ad it was a Miſtake of the 
2 Sig⸗ 


= Y 4 
5 * 
* Wr 1 = _ = 
= _ ——_ a 
A * Tea a & 
. K * — — — WS 5 » 
" — N = _ 2 — W . —— N 33 _—_— — . 
— — — pe oy 26” — 2 aodig Say rar w- — — - . — A k 
— — = — 0g Pay + IHR AT De Te rs, — —— 2 — 5 e —_— — a 6 EN — i — 
— > —— — — — ————— — - — — 7 _ . 5 - l . © © 
a a . * 2232 . — 
* — by . _ Gut” | — — A i 6H De GANG; tf CHE SEN. Rn S , — — 
X — — ng 2a a. — —ö 


— — — Penang — - — — — 
m. LIT — — — rw ig 4 —— — 
. — APA — rr. 


( 60 ) 


Signal; and that it was only deſigned for my Lieu- 


tenant. I went down to the Cabbin, and the Ad- 
miral told me the ſame ; that, as I was lame, he did 
not deſign to have troubled me; and that the Signal 
for the Lieutenant was only to have been made for a 

private Signal. I ſat there ſome Time, and heard 
nothing talked of. The Admiral faid, © Well, 
Gentlemen, you agree as to weighing about Seven 
o'Clock : It will be right.“ I ſaid, Sir, I agree to 
nothing ; for I have heard nothing propoſed. The 
Admiral replied, © We are going out to. anchor 
io 12 Fathoms Water.” Then by that Time, we 
all got upon our Legs: I could not tell, why we 
were going into 12 Fathoms Water. "Tn I ſaid, 
to be ſure we muſt, _ 

O. Who was on board in the Cabbin * ? 

A. Capt. Barron was on board; I heard him ſay, - 
he could not purchaſe his Anchor. 

©. But of our Captains? | 

A. Moſt of them I believe then; I believe all. 

O. Did any of thoſe Captains in your Hearing, 
take upon them to find Fault with Mr. Griſſin's not 
having gone to Sea at any Time or Times on chat 
Day? 

1 I do not know if I did not ſay myſelf, I 
thought we were to have gone to Sea, I know it 
* faid ſo; but there was no more ſaid upon it. 

Did any Thing elſe paſs while you was on 
- the Commodore ? 

A. He ſpoke to Capt. Holmes, about going to 
Sea. He did not give him full Orders before me. 
The Admiral made Mention of ſending a Ship to 
Sea, to reconnoitre. I fancy it was Capt. Powwlett 
mentioned it. Capt. Powlett and the Admiral were 
talking together, I was pretty near, and I think I 
heard him mention to Capt. Holmes, of the Med- 
way's Prize, that he ſhould go to Sea. I do not 
remember any thing more paſſed that Night. 


T6) 


What was done afterwards by the Squadron? 
A. We weighed in the N * and os to the 
NE. 4 
O. At what Time? 
| A. It was Half paſt Eleven, when the Sigel 
| was made. It was One before we weighed. We 
ſtood out till about 5 O'Clock to the N. E. Quar- 
ter, and at 5 we tack'd and ſtood to the Southward. 
At Falf paſt 6, we anchored in 19 Fathoms Water 
between Ponticherry and Fort St. David's, and 
were there *till the. Afternoon. 
O. Did any thing pals between that Time, and 
your weighing in the Afternoon? | 
A. At Three the Commodore made the Signal 
for all Captains. 
Q: Did you go on board to that Signal i "18 
A. Tes, 
Q: Pleaſe to tell the Court what paſſed, and to 
what you went, what was propoſed by the Admiral 
at that Conſultation when the Captains came for 
their Conſideration ? 
A. I cannot recolle& a Word of it. | 
The Witneſs withdrew a little, being out of Order, 
and ſoon returned. | 
Witneſs. The Debate was, whether we ſhould pur- 
ſue the Enemy, and leave Fort St. David's or not; 
whether we could depend upon the Enemy's having 
gone to Leeward; or whether they were ſtill to 
Windward. | | 
51 What was Jain as the Reſult? 
| We determined to purſue them along the 
Coaſt to Madraſs. 
O. Was any Letter offered to be read by the 
Admiral at that Council of War? 
Al. Yes; I believe there was a Letter from Go- 
vernor Floyer, My Memory is bad, and I am 
upon Oath. There was a Letter. 
Q. Was that Letter read to the Council? 


A, 
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A. I cannot remember it. 

O. Can you recollect whether any body made 
any 7 Objection to the reading it, or ſaid it Would 
not be read? 

A. I do not. 

O. It muſt be a Letter of 3 becauſe 
the Admiral would offer nothing elſe at the 
Council? 

A. I do not remember any Objections being made 
to it. 

Priſoner, Pleaſe to acquaint the Court, whether 
that Letter was not refuſed, and whether you did 
not add, as a Reaſon, the Intelligence i is that they 
don't know where the Enemy is. You was a Mo- 
derator, and made Uſe of that Speech? 

A. I do not remember it. At Ten the Admi- 
ral made the Signal to weigh, and we weighed at 
Eleven at Night, and were off Madraſs at Four in 
the Morning. It was debated in the Council, whe- 
ther the Enemy had kept to Windward of Fort S:. 
David s, or 3 to Leeward; we talked about 
—— 

Court. Where was it ſuppoſed the Enemy were 
gone? 

A. We had no Ground to ſuppoſe it, unleſs by 
* Letter. I don't remember the Letter. 

When did you come to an Anchor at Fort 
St. 33 s again, or did any thing paſs between 
your going to Madraſs and that? | 

A. Yes, we had a Council of War off Maadraſs. 

©. What was the Reſult of that Council? 

A. It was held at Six in the Morning of the 
12th. It was then debated, whether we could 
judge whither the Enemy was gone, and what it 
was adviſeable to do. I think the Admiral ſaid, 
he had had an Account from a Dutchman, that the 
Enemy had paſs'd by on ſuch an Hour; and that 


they were gone from the Coaſt to the Leeward, 
_ withal 


ſe 


** till Captain TR did. 
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withal to the N. Eaſtward. That was the Intelli- 


gence; and tho' I had forgot the Intelligence, yet 


it is ſtrong in my Memory, that the Enemy were 


gone that Way. The Reſolution was, that the 
Loſs of Fort St. David's wou'd be certain, if we 
quitted the Coaſt. I do not belieye it was our full 
Belief or Intelligence, that they had taken that 
Courſe, and it was exceedingly precarious where 
they were gone, and it was difficult to get up to 
Windward, and the Gain was hazardous and the 
Loſs certain; and the Reſolution was, to ſend ſome 


Frigates, the Lively and a Snow, to get Intelligence, 


and the Fleet to return to Fort St. David's. 
2 Do you know of any Merchant. men that 
were intermix'd among the Squadron, while they 
lay at Fort St. David's? | 
A, I cannot remember particularly where any 


one Merchant-man laid. 1 try'd to recollect it, 


but cannot. I remember where I lay with reſpect 
to the Admiral, and where the Elizabeth lay and 
Exeter, but no others. I lay within the Admiral 
upon his Starboard-bow ; but as to any other Ships 
of the Squadron, I cannot ſay how they lay. 

2, Did the Admiral make any Preparations for 
Sailing in the Morning? 
A. He looſed his Foretopſail at Five. 

Q: Do you think the Squadron was in a fit Con- 
e to have gone to Sea, and engaged the Enemy, 
when they firſt appear'd in Sight, when they were 


all ſeen plain at Two o'Clock, in your Judgment? 


A. I heard nothing to the contrary, but what I 


learnt at that Council. 


2, Do you think it wou'd have been right to 
have gone to Sea, in the Condition they were then in. 
A. I ſhou'd think Seventy Hands worth ſtay- 


Ing a Quarter of an Hour or Half an Hour for. 


We never thought of mentioning the Want of 


NV 


1 

9. Do you think the Squadron was then in a 
fit Condition to have gone to Sea, either to have 
cut or ſlipt? | 
A. If I had commanded the Squadron I ſhou'd 
have gone to Sea, I believe. I do not ſay I wou'diiſ 
not have ſtay'd to put thoſe Hands on board. I 
will not ſay how long Time it wou'd have required 
but elſe I ſhou'd have gone to Sea. I cannot tell 
but that I ſhou'd have ſtayed for the Hands. 

9. If they had gone to Sea, cou'd they have 
got to Windward of Fort St. David's by carrying 
Sail? 

A, I believe we ſhou'd have found it difficult. 
J have found it very difficult to get to Windward 

on that Coaſt in that Monſoon. 
VD. You are the beſt Judge, whether it cou'd 
have been done? 

A, The Current may drive you : You cannot 
get to Windward againſt the Wind and the Cur- 
rent. I did not try the Current, ſave the trying 
that I made, when it went + of a Knot. 

. If the Admiral had ſent out a Frigate, 
coud ſhe have got near enough to have made 
Signals ? 

A. A clean Frinnte could : The Lapwing could, 

Priſoner. She was not under my Orders. | 

Witeſs. A foul Ship would have made but a 
bad Hand or't. 

2 The Ship that the Admiral ſhould have ſent 
out, could ſhe have got fo near? 

A. The Lively was foul then. I don't know 
how the Snow was. A Ship that went tolerably 
and was clean, could have got to Windward. 

9. Admitting that the French had hauld their 
Wind, and made Sail, and they certainly would 
have done ſo, to have got out of Sight they would 
have kept their Wind, could ſhe then have got near 
enough to ride kept Sight of them all Night? 3 
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A. No, to be ſure ſhe could not; but ſhe might 
; have made Signals. If there had been a Frigate 
= between the Squadrons, they have proper Signals 
to make; the Enemy would prefently have got 
from you. 

2, What Diſtance was the Enemy from you 
when you left the Commodore? 

A. The laſt Ship I could not ſee, the Midſhip- 
men cou'd ſee her Taffarels and Forecaſtle about 
Three Leagues off I reckon. I was upon the Prin- 
ceſs Mary's Quarter-deck, and made that Obſerva- 
tion particularly. 

Q: Can you relate to the Court the Motions of 

the 1 from that Time till you loſt Sight of 
them at Night? 
8 A. They brought to about Five O'Clock I believe, 
1 and made ſome Signals; but really I cou'd not 
W keep walking the Quarter-deck, I was obliged to 
ſit down, and cannot give an Account of the Sig- 
nals they made, at 2 paſt Five they tacked, and 
W ſtood to the Southward. At Six, the Commodore | 
W furled his Topſails, before I got on board the Se- 
W cond Time, when the particular Signals were 
made, as I mentioned before. 

Q. Do you think the Commodore wou'd have 
gone to Sea, wou'd the Wind and Weather have 
permitted him to go to Sea with the Squadron 
within Half an Hour after the Men were diſ- 
tributed ? 

A. The Men were come before I got on board 
the Second Time. To have got in Company as a 
Fleet ſhou'd have done, when an Enemy is in 
Sight, with proper Frigates, that if we drove they 
drove, if we anchored they anchored, I think we 
cou'd have gone to Sea. You aſk me as an Of- 
ficer ;——my Judgment may be wrong. Suppo- 
ſing we had had ſufficient Intelligence of their 
Motions, * they had drove faſt, we 

I ſhou'd | 
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ſhou'd have drove equally; we might work as well 


as they ; they might be cleaner, if they had come 
to an Anchor to attack Fort St. David's, upon 
proper Signals. 

D Cou'd you have gone then, as you had no 


Fri rigates out ? 


A. There was no Objection to the Wind. 1 
can't ſay how far the Wind was to the Eaſtward 
of the South ; but we cou'd have gone to Sea. If 


I had commanded the Squadron I don't fav I 


ſhou'd have gone to Sea. 
9, I aſk you whether you cou'd ? 


A. The Squadron cou'd. No Objection appears 


to me now. 
* 9. Cou'd you, in your Opinion, have gone to 
Sea at that Time, er upon the Men's 
being diſtributed ? 

A. Yes, poſitively. 

9. Cou'd the Eltham's Men have been diſtribu- 
ted Tooner than they were, had the Captains been 
called together ? 

A. 1 fee no Objection to it; the lame as they 
cou'd have done afterwards. 

Priſoner. Whilſt we were in the Council, was 
not the Enemy coming down and as we imagi- 
ned to attack us ? 

A. Yes; it was frequently mentioned they were 
coming down. 

Did not we all believe they wou'd have at- 
tacked us? 

A. We were apprehenſive they might come; 
they might either paſs us or attack us. It was talk'd 
of, it was ſaid they would come and attack us. 


Were we ſeparated from the Council of 


War before the Enemy brought to ? 

A. I think it was whilſt we were upon your 
Quarter-deck, after we were ſeparated to the beſt 
of my Memory. | . 2 
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9. What Number of Men did you take from 
the Sick Quarters that Morning ? 
A. Seven; they got on board before I did. 
. At what Time did you receive the 2 


from the Eltham ? 


A, I believe between Five and Six. It is minu- 


ted here; Six in the Log-book. When I got into 
the Boat to go to my Signal, it was before I came 


on board. I can't determine to Halt an Hour up- 
on my Oath: 

2, If we had ſailed after the Sea-Wind ſet i in, 
cou'd we have fetched to Windward of the Port 
again ? 

79 5 No; I believe not, if we had held our own 
it was as much as we cou'd have done. There's 


no ſuch, thing as Certainty ; but by trying, I queſ- 


tion whether we cou'd have done it, not band 


clean; we were all foul. 


2, At what Time did the Sea-Wind come in 
the Day ? 
A. I don't know: It greatly aſſiſted the W 5 
I was little upon Deck that Day. 

How does it generally come in? 

I. lt alters greatly. ; 

2 Don't the Currents run ſtronger i in bs Offing 
than in the Road, and did you try it in the Offing? 

A. Always ſtrongeſt in the" Offing. 

9. Was it tried? 

A. Not on board my Ship. 

2, Or any other that you heard of? 

A. No. 

Q. If you had ſaibd, and could not have fetch'd 
the Road again, what might have been the Conle- 
quence in regard to the Ships in the Road or Cudda- 
lore, after the Men were ſhifted ? 

A. You would not have been carried to Leeward. 
It would have been dangerous if they had had a 


Mind to attack that Place, but that.was not their 
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Deſign. We could have come to an Anchor again 
when we had a Mind. To be ſure, if we had been 
carried to Leeward, they might have done what 
they had pleaſed. 


Q: Do you think the — had a Deſign to 


attack us? 

A. No. 

Q; Is it uſual for Ships to Sail after the Sea- 
Wind comes in, with any Hopes of getting to 
Windward ? 

A. No. 


Did you ever id any fie that attempted | 
to 90 to the Southward, drove to the N orthward 


to Leeward! 5 
A. I can't recollect the particular Ships, but to 
be ſure I have heard it is fo, and allow it to be ſo. 


9. Where was I at the Time I was adviſed to 


fend a Frigate out? 
A. Under the Door-place in the Cabbin. 
9. At what Time was it ? 


A. It was almoſt dark, we could hardly ſee one 


another. 


. Did you hear any body adviſe me to ſend | 


out a F rigate before that, or hear a Frigate nam'd? 
A. No. 
A At the Council off Ponticherry did you hear 
any body adviſe me to fail, and at what Time? 
A. I cannot recolle&: Here is the Time men- 


\ tioned in the Book; but what was the Advice, or 


who adviſed, I really cannot ſay. 
Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Capt. Parker, late of the Lively, called 1 into Court . 


and ſworn, 


__ Court. Relate to the Court what you kno couch- 
ing the Conduct of Vice Admiral Griff, during 
the Time he commanded a Squadrons in the Months 


o * and June 1748 ? 


1 


8 
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A, I came in at Eleven at Night, and I ſent to 
acquaint the Admiral, that I had been chaced by 
Nine Sail, which I apprehended to be French. 
Six of them 1 thought had Two Tiers of Guns, 
Three of them I believed were from Sixty to 
Seventy-gun Ships: That they had left off the 


Chace a little to the Northward of 7. rincobar, and 


then had haul'd up on a Wind. 

2. Was that all the Intelligence you gave? 

A. All that I can recolle&. In the Morning 
the Admiral made the Signal to prepare for Sailing. 

2. At what Time? 

A. I believe at Day-light. Between Twelve and 
One, one of the French Ships appeared ; and about 
Two, the Signal was made for the Captains of the 
Squadron and a Council was held. The Admiral 


| repreſented to the Council, and aſked their Opinions, 


in what Manner we ſhould beſt attack the Enemy, 
and how the Two Forty-gun Ships were to be diſ- 
poſed of. I remember no Reſolution in regard to 
the attacking of the Enemy, but it was agreed to 
take Men out of the Elubam (I am not certain as 
to the Number) and to endeavour to keep the Pearl, 
the other Ship, in the Line. Capt. Boys was of 
Opinion, that his Ship would ſteer with a Sweep, 
and propoſed our going out. The Wind was then 
S. and the Enemy ſteered for us. As the Wind 
veered to the Eaſtward, the — haul'd to the 
Eaſtward: They run down till between Four and 
Five, and then brought to in a Line of Battle; and 
lay to a little Time, and made ſail to the North- 
ward, till the headmoſt Ship bore of us E. S. E. 


and their ſternmoſt S. E. by S. the Center about 
Three Leagues Diſtance; they then tacked, and 


ſtood to the Southward with their Topſails and 
Forefails, moſt of them : I'm not ſure whether they 


all had their Foreſails or no. T hey ſailed on that 


Tack 


(79) 
Tack *till it was dark; at half an Hour after Six. 
The Wind was at S. E. then, 
©. When? 24 Fe 
A A. When they ticked. W Eleven and 
| | Twelve, the Admiral made the Signal to weigh. 
11 
in 


There were Signals for ſome of the Ships which ! 
| have not taken Notice of. We ſtood to the Eaſt- 
til ward, or E. N. E. *till the next Morning, and then 
6 we anchored by Signal between Ponticherry and Fort 
1 St. David s. 
2, At what Time? | 
A. I cannot be poſitive to the Hour. About 
i Five, it was calm, and the Current ſet us to the 
1 Northward. About Four in the Afternoon, the 
{| Admiral made the Signal for the Captains, and pro- 
WW duced a Letter to the Council from Governor Floyer. 
! He told the Captains he had ſent his Boat to Fort 
St. David's for Intelligence, and had received that 
Letter in Anſwer. It was objected to it's being 
1 read. N 
| 1 9, By whom? 
| A. By Capt. Powlett. 

2. And who elſe? 

A. Captains Pozwlett and Carteret. Capt. Powlett 
ſaid, we have no Buſineſs with this Letter, we 
have no Buſineſs with Governor Floyer, he knows 

no more of the Matter than, we, we have no Bult- 
neſs with it here. The Majority of the Captains 
were of his Opinion. I cannot be poſitive to 
name any but Captains Powlett and Carteret. 

_ ©, Was the Letter read? 

A. No. I believe the Admiral inſiſted on it's be- 
ing made a Minute of in the Council, that it was 
not read. The Council came to a Reſolution, that 
they ſhou'd fail at Ten that Night, and go as far 
to Leeward as to look into Madraſs. The Ad- 0 

miral gave me Orders to keep a-head of him that tl 


Night, and at Dy to make all the Sail 1 
could C 
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could to look into Maaraſs. I got down within 


_ 2 a League the next Day at Noon, and ſaw there 
a a Ship and a Sloop. The Ship had French Colours. 


Sometime in the Afternoon, the Squadron hauled 
up on a Wind, and plied to the Southward all 
Night. The next Morning the Admiral made 
the Signal for the Captains; and aſked their Opi- 
nion what Steps ſhou'd be taken. It was agreed to 
ſend the Lively to look into Zak Tang, and from 
thence to Balliſore. I was then ſeparated from the 

uadron, and do not know any thing of the 


Tranſactions afterwards. 
9. Did any body at the Third Council of War 


| propoſe to fail ſooner, you ſaid it was propoſed to 


ſail at Ten? 

A. The Admiral propoſed Sailing. It was ima- 
gined we might paſs the Ships in the Night. We 
thought it was better to ſail in the Morning with an 
eaſy Sail. Some People thought they might poſſibly 
attempt to land by the Hoſpital. | 

Q. Where did you come from? 

A. From my Station between Caracal and Nega- 


patam. 


Q. Do you think you cou'd have gained Ground 
at any Time that Day of the Tenth, by working 
to Windward ? 

A. T am certain we muſt have loſt Ground 
greatly. I have been very often going to Wind- 
ward upon that Coaſt ; I never cou'd get but Four 
Leagues a Day, with the Advantage of the Land 
Wind. There is a Shoal at Coldroom, a little to 
to Windward, where the Currents run ſtrong. | 

Q. Do the Currents run ſtronger in the Offing 
than In-Shore ? | 

A. Not fo ſtrong. | 

2. They are Unger near the Shore than in 


the Offing? „ 


A. Stronger near the Shore. I've known the 
Currents run two Knots. | | | 2, 


(72) 
„Hor far does the Anchoring-ground ry 
flow the Shore of Fort St. David's? 
A. I believe you may anchor Five or Six Leagues 
from the Shore. I cannot be exact. I ſhould ru 
about Fourteen or Fifteen Fathoms Water. The 
Winds are pretty conſtant. 
2; How does the Wind generally blow ? 
A. The Sea-breeze generally in a- long ſhore til 
Eleven, and then it veers to the Eaſtward to about 
S. E. *till after the Setting of the Sun to about 
Nine or Ten o'Clock, and then back to the S. anc 
ſo to the S. W. 

2, How long did that Wind blow? 

A. Until Two or Three Hours after Sun: ſet, 
about Nine o Clock. 

Q. At what Time did the Sea - breeze ſet in that 
Day, the roth Day of June? 

A. I believe about the uſual Time: About Ele- 
n. 

Q. Could the Squadron have gone to Sea with 
chat Wind ? 

A. They might have ſtood to the Northward 
with the Sea-Wind not above Two Points from the 
Shore ; they could not have ſtood to the Southward 
upon the other Tack; we could have ſtood very 
little where I lay. It would have look'd like run- 

ning a-long Shore. 
9. Do you think it would have been right for 
the Commodore to have got under Sail ? 

A. I think it would have been abſurd, he would 
have got to the Leeward of Fort St. David's, and 
I don't know any Advantage it would have been 
of. There was one remarkable Inſtance concerning 
the Shore when Commodore Payton commanded 
the Squadron on that Coaſt. The French were ſu- 
perior, and we were upon the Defence, and we did 
not {cruple kt to run within a Mile of the Shore the 

| they 
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W:chcy were under Sail; we run once within a Miie, 

only kept a Mile to Windward. | 

2 lou depended upon the failing of your Ship? 

A. No. 

Q. Both Squadrons were under Sail! be 

ot 

W 2. That is not parallel Here one of the Squadrons 

vas at Anchor? 

A. They thought there was no Danger by run- 

ning within a Mile. 

= 2. Could the Eugliſb Squadron have gone to Sea 
before the Sea- Wind ſer in? 

A. They might have gone to Sea with a Land- 

Wind, it A holds 'till the Sea- Breeze ſets 1 in, 

chere is an Hour or two between. 

9. How long does the Land-Wind continue: „ 
4. Pretty near *cill the Sea-Wind ſets in 
believe the Harwich had the Land-Wind all the 
Morning. I omitted a Circumſtance, in regard to 
che Zarwich's joining the Squadron. 
2 Admitting you had been ſent out in the 
Morning to reconnoitre the Enemy, could you 
have got ſo near that, if the Squadron had ſtood 
from you, you could have kept Sight of them, ſup- 
poſing they had a Mind you ſhould not ? | 

= 4. No: They might have kept me at what Diſ- 

ance they pleaſed. 

2 Could ſhe have got near enough that Day to 

have kept Sight of them at Night? | 

| A. I imagined they hauled to the Eaſtward i in 
the Night. 

= 2: you had been ſent out to reconnoitre the 

Enemy, could you have got near enough to have 

kept Sight of them, and to have made The Ac mi- 

W ral Signals? 

A. The beſt ſailing Ship in the Squadron could 

not have got a Mile to Windward. 2. 
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If ſo, if the Enemy was not ſuperior, they 
would not let you come near them ? 

A. They ſeemed to Sail better than they manag'd. 
When I ſaw them firſt, they were to the North- 
ward, they might have run me on Shore: If the 
headmoſt Ship had ſteered athwart me, I muſt have 
run my Ship on Shore. I believe the Ship that 


chaced me could have gone as well as I. 


9. If you had been ſent out at any Time in the 
Morning, to have reconnoitred the Ships, and have 
made Signals to the Squadron, could you have 
kept Sight of them in the Night, and made Sig- 
nals; ſuppoſing they would have failed away? 

A. I do not apprehend it poſſible : The Night 
was very dark. We muſt have been near, unlels 
they had come down as far as they did. 

©. No Man of an inferior Force will let a ſupe- 
rior Force dog him ? 

Witneſs. It was always in their Power to make it 
impracticable for me to come near enough them to 
keep Sight of them. 

L. Was you preſent at any Council of War 
when the Captains adviſed the Admiral to ſend 
out your's, or any other Ship to reconnoitre the 
Enemy ? 

A. No, I never heard any ſuch Advice given. | 
was not at that Council held at Night. | 


2. Do you think the Admiral was to blame, ac- 


cording to the beſt of your Judgment, in not going 
out before he did ? 

A. I never apprehended the Admiral could have 
had any Advantage by failing. I expected he 
would fail when J left the firſt Council of War. 

: As an Officer you muſt form a Judgment: 
Do you think he did as well for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, by laying till as if he had gone out? 

A. Upon my Honour, I think he did better; 


as far as ] can judge by the Admiral's Inſtructions. 


A 
Do you recoile& whether at that Council of 
War, when the Letter was objected to being read, 
any of the Gentlemen gave any Reaſon for ir? 
A. The Reaſon ſeemed principally, becauſe it 


was the Governor's. They ſaid, he knew nothing 


of the Matter. I thought they did not treat the 
Admiral with that Decency they ſhou'd in refuſing 


to receive the Governor's Letter. 


Tou will give the Court the Reaſons, a 
you thought the Admiral did, by laying ſtill, more 
for his ga. 5 Service, than if he had gone 
out? 

A. Becauſe it muſt have been impoſſible for him 
not to have fell to Leeward of Fort Sf. David's. 
The French were watching every Opportunity to 
attack Fort St. David's with Land- Forces: They 
might have taken Cuddalore; it was open and de- 
fenceleſs in ſome Part of it. 

2. Did not thoſe Reaſons hold good equally at 
the Time he did fail? - 

A. But then we had good Reaſon to i 
that the French were to Leeward of us; hut had 
the French been to Windward, thoſe Reaſons 
wou'd have held equally good both Days. 


Lou ſay the Squadron brought to Three 
Leagues to Windward at Night: What Reaſon 


had you to ſuppoſe they were paſſed to Leeward ? 
A. I thought it might be probable they were 
gone down to Ponticherry ; or that they wou'd try 
to do it (I was not at that Council) and that they 
wou'd ſhape their Courſe to the Port after dark. 
Priſoner. Pleaſe to inform the Court, whether 


we did not think, whilſt we were in Council, that 
the Enemy were coming down to attack us? 


A. I did, and I believe all the me thought 


ſo. 


2, Were not we ſeparated from the Council 


before the W brought to? 
. | K * A, 
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A. I believe we were. | | 

©. What Number of Men did you get from the 
Hoſpital that Morning ? 

A. I do not recollect, I got any at all; I cannot 
wo certain. | | 
9. Did you hear me adviſed by the Council to 
fall, or any Debate = it? 

4 No. 

N; Do you think it was poſſible for me to force 
the Enemy to an Engagement? 

A. In thoſe Circumſtances they were in, when I 
ſaw them, I think not. 

2; What Weather was it in the Evening of the 
roth, when we were ſhifting the Men? 

A. It blew freſh when the Men were ſhifting, 
from about Four o Clock till after dark for ſome 
Hours, from . 

Then the Wi ings withdrew. 


Capt. 1 ncent, (late a Lieutenant on board the 
Princeſs Mary ) was called into Court, and 
ſworn. 

os Pleaſe to acquaint the Court, what you 
know relating to the Conduct and Behaviour of 
Vice-Admiral Griſin, in the Months of May and 
June 1748. 

A. 0 from the Hoſpital on board, about 
Seven in the Morning on the 1oth of June. I 
found the Foretopſail looſe, and the Signal out 
for all Cruizers to come in, and the Ship ordered 
to be clear'd for Action, and ſome Signals for the 
Officers to bring the Men from the Hoſpital : 
There were a great many Sick on Shore. I cannot 
remember all the particular Signals, At Noon the 
Exeter made a Signal for ſeeing Six Sail to the 
Southward, and about Two, we perceived Nine 
Sail from the Deck, Eight Ships and 3 Sloop com- 

| | | 1 5 | we. 


4. 


CY 


St. David's. 
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ing down under an eaſy Sail. The Wind then was 
about S. S. E. About Four, they brought to, 


about Ten Miles Diſtance, bearing S. E. the Body 


of their Fleet. The Wind was then at S. E. Be- 
tween Five and Six, they made Sail, ſtanding to 
the Eaſtward, about Six they tack'd to the South- 


ward, keeping their Wind, and continued fo *rill 
we loſt Sight of them. About Eleven, we made 


the Signal to weigh. The Wind was then S. W. 
believe we food into Fourteen Fathoms 
Water, between Ponticherry and Fort St. David's, 
till about Six in the Morning, when we made the 
Signal, and came to an Anchor. At Day-light we 
found the Enemy were out of Sight, and the Ad- 
miral ſent to Fort S. David's for Intelligence con- 
cerning them. The Lapwing, about Nine in the 
Morning, joined us : She was ordered to the South- 
ward, in Search of the Enemy. After the Return 
of the Boat from Fort Se. David's, we made a Sig- 
nal for the Captains of the Men of War; and 
about Ten that Night, we weigh'd and made Sail 
for Madraſs, in queſt of the Enemy. The Lively 
the next Morning was ordered a-head to look out 
for the Enemy. As we paſſed by Aftapatang, the 
Admiral ſent a Boat a- board a Dutch Man that was 
laying in that Road, to enquire if he had received 
any Intelligence of the French Fleet. They in- 
formed us, they had paſſed by them the Day be- 
fore, Eight Ships and a Sloop, ſteering as near as 
they cou'd gueſs N. N. E. At Three or Four 
o' Clock in the Afternoon, we perceived that the 
French were not in the Road of Madraſs. We 
hauled our Wind immediately, brought to, and 
made the Signals for the Captains. Upon which 
the Lively and the Swallow Snow were ordered to 
the Northward ; the Lively to Bengal, the other to 
Zagopatang. After which we made Sail for Fort 
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9, Ar what Time in the Morning on the roth, 


ink the Squadron got all- their Men off 

- Hoſpital on Shore? 

Not *till one o'Clock, or Twelve about Noon. 

ere were ſeveral Ships : They had a great many 

Sick Men on Shore : The Exeter had Sixty odd Men. 
2, Do you think the Squadron was in a Con- 


dition to go to Sea before os got their Men from 


on Shore ? 
A. No, not properly: There was Sixty odd 
Men wanted on board the Exeter, and about Fifty 


of the Pearls Men; as I have heard from the 


Officers. 


2. Do you recollect how you had the Wand i in 
the Morning on the roth? 
A. S. S. W. and S. It was at South, when I. 


came on Board at Seven o' Clock in the Morning, 
as near as I can recollect. 
9. When did the Sea-breeze ſet in? 


A. About Ten or Eleven O'Clock I believe har 
Morning. 


2. Were there any Merchant-men anchored 


among the Men of War? 

A. I don't remember any but a Country Ship, 
Dunbury, who brought Proviſion from Bengal to 
the Squadron; and there was an India- man that 


lay pretty near us. The Bulk of the Merchant-. 


men lay within us to the S. W. 
9. Could the Squadron have gone to Sea that 


Afternoon, after the Sea-breeze ſet in? 


A. Not to have gained any Thing to Windward, 
I imagine. 
9. How was the Wind that Afternoon ? 
About S. E. the whole Afternoon. 
2 When you got under Sail in the Evening, 


how was the Wind? 


A. Off the Shore W. By 8. — believe S. W. 
5 8. 
2 
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9. What Time did it come off the Shore ? 

A. At Eleven, when we weighed. 

Priſoner, Was it poſſible to have got in with the 
Enemy with our Squadron, after the Sea-breeze 
ſet in that Night? 

A. It was * at the Diſtance we were 
from them. 

2, Should not we have encreaſed our Diſtance 


from them, after they had tacked and ſtood to the 


 Southward, if we had made Sail? 
Al believe we ſhould have fell, with the Sea 


there was and the Current, to Leeward of the 


Place we weighed from. 


2, If we had fallen to Leeward of Fort §. Da- 


did 's when the Enemy were to Windward of it, 
what would have been the Conſequence ? 


A. The Ships in Cuddalore and in the Road, 


would have been in Danger, if we had fallen con- 


ſiderably to Leeward of the Place. There were ſe- 


veral Ships there diſmantled : The E/tham without 
her Rudder: They would have been all in Danger, 
1f we had fallen to Leeward. 

2, At what Time did the Harwich join the 
Squadron ? 

A. At about Four in the Afternoon I think: 

2: Did the Harwich come in one board from 

Ponticherry, without ſtanding off again ? 


A. I cannot ſay; but I think ſhe muſt have 


ſtood off ar firſt. 
2. Could the Harwich have fetched any thing 
near the French Squadron ? 

A. No. 

9. Do you remember in what Condition the 
_ of the Squadron were, as to Cleanneſs, or Foul- 
neſs? 

A. They were very foul for the moſt part ? 

2, Was the Council ſeparated before the Enemy 
brought 
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ret could ſcarce get on board with an Eight-oared 


blew Freſh in the Evening. 


( 30 ) 
brought to that were to Windward, or how long 


afrer were we ſeparated ? 
A. It was about that Time, about the Time o 

the Separation 3 Four in the Afternoon. 
How was the Weather in the Evening ? 


| What ſort of Weather had we when the Captains 


left me? 
A. The Wind blew freſh, ſo that Capt. Carte- 


Boat. 
Q; At any part of the Day could I have brought 


the Enemy to Action ? 
A. No, I think it was abſolutely impoſſible. It 


N. Did you hear me give Orders to Capt. Griffin 
in regard to failing ? 
A. Orders were given to be _ I did not hear 


any Thing particular. 
Then the Witneſs mites; 


Capt. Chriſtian (late Second Lieutenant of the 
Princeſs-Mary) called into Court, and ſworn. 
Court. Pleaſe to acquaint'the Court, with what 
you know relating to the Conduct of Vice Admiral 
Griffn, whilſt he commanded a Squadron at Fort 
St. David's, in the Months of May and Zune 1 748; 
and begin with the gth of June. 
A. Twas on Shore that Night, and did not come 


on board *till Six next Morning. When came on 


board, the Signal was out for calling in Cruizers 
to join the Squadron. The Boats were imploy'd 


in bringing Men from the Hoſpital on Shore. 


About Twelve O'Clock, Part of the French Squa- 
dron appeared in Sight. About Two, the whole 
Squadron appeared. The Wind was then S. S. E. 
About Three, they bore S. E. by S. About Four, 
they brought to with their After-Sails to the Maſts. 


Till about Five, the n Ship bore about 
E. S. E 


Ar 


to 


Sh 


col 
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ES. KE the ſternmoſt about S. E. by E. about 1 
$ Miles Diſtance. They afterwards tack'd to F 
the Southward, and at Six we loſt Sight of them. | 

. At what Time in the Morning on the roth, 
did you get all your Men off ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

— At what Time did the Sea breeze ſet in that 
Da | 
4 About Twelve, or between — and 

Twelve. 
Could the Squadron have gone to Sea at any 
Time in the Morning „before the Sea-breeze ſet in? 

A. Yes, I believe "they might. 

Q: From the Time of the Zzvely's bringing the 
News to the Time of the Setting-in of the Sea- 
breeze, was there Time to get the Men off! 2. 

A. No. 

Could the Sa have weighed and gone 
to Sea after the Sea-breeze ſet in ? 

A. No, not to have fetched the Road again. 

. Do you know at what Time the Men were 
ſent for from the Hoſpital ? 

A. There were Boats on Shore before 1 came off; | 
| that was between Six and Seven. I cannot be 
quite certain. 

. Did you ſee any Boats on Shore? 
I am not ſure whether I did or Hot. [© 1 

9. Was you ſent for ? | whey 

A. I came to the Signal. | 

O. Were there any Signals made from your 
Ship ? 

A. No. 

2. Was the F . looſe? 

A. Les: 

. That was a Signal ? 

J. 1 ſhould have been off in the Night, if I 

could have got a Boat. 
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came on board? 

A. There was none but Mr. Adams: Mr. Vin- 
cent was not. 

Priſoner. What Weather was it in the Evening, 
when the Men came on board the Ships? 

. It blew very freſh, and a Sea-Wind. 

. From what Time ? | 

I From about Six o *Clock, with a tumbling 
Sea to the Eaſtward. 

What Diſtance do you think the Enemy was 
from us at the neareſt ? 


tack'd. 


the Enemy to Action? 
A. I believe we might, if we had weighed in 


a Morning with a Land- breeze, provided they 


would have given us an Opportunity * coming 


near enough to them. 
Could not they have avoided coming to Ac- 
tion if we had failed in the Morning, as well as ny 
did in the Afternoon. 
A. I am pretty ſure they might. 
Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Capt. Tho. Brown, Captain of an Eaft-India Com- 
pany's Ship called into Court, and ſworn, 

Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court of what you 
know relating to the Conduct of Vice-Admiral Grif- 
fn, at Fort St. David's, in the Months of May and 
June 1748. 

A. I ſhall be ready to anſwer any Queſtions, but 
to give an Account of his Conduct, it isnot in my 
Power. I know the Lively came in about Ten 
o*'Clock, and fired Guns, which I apprehended 
meant her ſeeing ſtrange Ships. I was on Shore, 
and I and many others came off. It was Four or 

Five 


2: Were all the Officers on board when you 


FA BY e. he 


A. About 8 or 9 Miles at Five, when they 
2, Could I in any part of that Day, have brought | 
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Five o Clock before I could get off, and in my 


Way I called upon the Admiral's Ship, and I ſaw 


every thing in the Ship prepared for Action; and 
there was a Signal for all the Captains for a Conſulta- 
tion, ſome time after the Commodore came on board. 
Q: Did you ſpeak to the Admiral that Morning? 
A. No, there was a Signal for our Ship in the 


Afternoon, I believe it was a Miſtake ; it was not 


intended for the Company's Ships. We were not 
at the Conſultation. The French Ships appeared 
about Two, and about Four they lay to, and made 
Signals, and lay by for Half an Hour, and at Six 
in the Evening they tack'd and ſtood to the South- 
ward, and after that Time I did not ſee them. 
About Eleven at Night, the Signal was made for 
Weighing, and about One we got under Sail, 
came to an Anchor at Ponticherry about Seven in 
the Morning, and continued there the whole Day. 


In the Afternoon of that Day, there was a Signal 
for the Commanders of the King's Ships: They al] 


went aboard. At Eleven at Night we ſtood to 
Madrafs. 

D. How was the Wind in the Morning of the 
roth of June? 

AI cannot fay. 

©. Was it off the Land in the Morning ? 

2 1 believe it Was. 
55 Was it ſufficient to have carried you to Sea? 


The Wind was very little in the Morning, 


and variable. 
Was there Wind enough to enable the Squa- 
dron to have weighed and gone to Sea, before the 


Sea-breeze ſet in, and whilſt the Land Wind laſted? ? 


A. I cannot tell. 
2. When did the Sea-breeze ſet in? 
A. About Noon. | 
. 1 what Point of the Compaſs? ? 
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9, Do you think the Squadron could have got 


under Sail, and gone to Sea, after the Sea-breeze 


ſet in? 


A. Yes, they could have gone to Sea ; they : 


could not ply to Windward. 
D: Could they have got Ground? 


A. No, Ido not believe they could, or any thing 


like it: There was a very ſtrong Current ſet to the 
Northward. 

9. You know the Coaſt very well: In your Opi- 
nion at that Time, do you think the Admiral acted 
beſt for his Majeſty's Service in laying ſtill, or that 
it would have been acting better to go to Sea? 

A. In my private Opinion, he took the moſt ad- 
viſeable Steps by doing as he did: He could not 
have got to Windward, if he had gone out. I do 
not think he could have fetched Fort St. David's 


again. 


2 Were there any lachend en intermixed 


with our Squadron, as they lay in Fort St. David's? 

A. I believe there was one Indiaman in the mid- 
dle of the Fleet: The Winchelſea. 

N. Do you know of any others? 

A, I believe the Exeter Indiaman was to the 
Southward. 


O. Was ſhe among the Men of War, © or clear 


of them! ? 


A. I take it, ſhe was rather of the Outſide to 


the Southward. | 
Q.: Was the Vincbelſea an Armed Indiaman? 
e.. | 
Q: Did the Admiral lay in a proper Birth with 


the Squadron, ſo as to have enabled him to go to 


Sea at any Time? 


A. Yes, I dare fay he mu adhots the Inter- 


ruption of any other Ships. 
©. The whole Squadron lay in a Proper kunde y 


9 


1 


Cog] 


A. Yes; what dee hips there were, were in 


ſhore to the Southward, they did not lie inter- 


mix'd with the King's Ships. 


. You weighed and went to Sea with our 
| Ships ? 


A, Yea. 


Q. As you paſs'd bs our Ships, did they appear 
to be ready for Action? 


A. It was dark when we weighed. At One we 
came to an Anchor again. I know the Commo- 
dore was ready. 

9. If the Admiral had gone to Sea in the Morn- 


ing with the Land-Breeze, wou'd there have been 


| any Probability of getting up with the Enemy ? 


A, We did not ſee them in the Morning, not 
*till Two in the Afternoon. 

O. From the Time you cou'd fee them? 

4 No, I am confident from the Time I ſaw 
'em, it was impoſſible to go to Sea to come up 


with them. Poſſibly we might if we had gone out 
in the Morning, and anchored in the Offing. 
. How did the Sea- breeze blow after it ſet in 


towards the Shore? 
A. It was pretty freſh, and a pretty large Swell 
when we weighed. The Swell was ſo large, that I 


believe we were almoſt an Hour in getting aboard. | 


Q: In the Evening? 

. 

2, ls it cuſtomary for Ships e ever to attempt 
going to Sea after the Sea-breeze ſets in along 
that Coaſt. 

A. No, I believe not. *Tis impoſſible. With 
the Land Wind we ſtand out to the Sea, and with 
the Sea Wind we come to the Land. 


2. What fort of Weather was it in the Evening 
after the Conſultation broke up? 


A, Dirty Weather : It blowed freſh. 
Priſoner. Did not "me hear Capt. Perolett tell me, 


e 


was a fine fair Morning. 


10) 
that the Ships cou'd not weigh their . and 
adviſed me to lay faſt? 

A. No. | 
2: Nor any body elſe ? 


No. 
Priſoner. Was you on \ board at any of the Con- 


ſultations ? 


A. I was on board the Ship, but not at the 


Con ſultation. 
Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Capt. Barron, Captain of an Eaft-India Company's 
Ship, called into Court, and ſworn. 
Court. Pleaſe to relate to the Court, what you 


know relating to the Behaviour of Vice-Admiral 


Grifin, while you was preſent, at Fort St. David“ 
in the Months of May and June 1748 ? 

A. I muſt have Recourſe to my Minutes. 

Q: Are thoſe Minutes of your own Taking? 

A. Yes. On the gth of June about Nine or Ten 
in the Evening, I heard ſome Signal-guns. Being 
on Shore, I went down to the Water: ſide to get 
on board as faſt as I could. In the Morning ! 
heard it was the Lively brought an Account that 
ſhe had ſeen Eight or Nine Sail of Ships, which 
ſhe took to be French Ships. This I had only by 
Hearſay. About Noon of the 1oth, I faw ſeveral 
Ships coming down from the Southward, about 
Nine Sail ſmall and great, which I took to be French 
Ships. Before that, there was a Signal made by looſ- 
ing the Foretopſail on board the Admiral. It 
was done in the Morning about Sun-riſe, and al 
the reſt of the Squadron did the ſame. At that 
Time that the Topſail was looſed, a Signal was 
made for the Harwich, who lay in Ponticherry 
Road, and at that Time there was a Breeze off 
Shore, which continued moſt of the Morning. It 


2, 


nd 
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9. At what Time? 


A. I cannot tell. A Ship failed out of Cuddalore 


with that Wind with a Red Flag at the Maintop- 
maſthead, belonging to the King of Quedab. Then 
the Sea Wind ſet in pretty freſh, and a ſmall 
Current ſet in to the Northward. | 


9. Did you or any of your People try the Cur- 
rent? | | En 


A. No, it did not run ſtrong. 
9. At what Rate? 


A. About Half a Knot. I faw the Ships as 


they came nearer with Studding-ſails and Topgallant- 
fails, and all coming down right before the Wind. 
They made ſeveral Signals, and fired ſeveral Guns. 
It was about Three o'Clock, when I ſaw their 
Hulls very plain. Juſt about that Time, a Sig- 
nal was made, which I took to be the Signal for 
a Council of War. Soon after,. thoſe Ships took 


in their ſmall Sails, and ſtood to Sea to the Eaft- 


ward. About Sun-ſet, we handed the Top: ſails 
again; for the Maintop-ſail had been looſed about 
Noon. Then we judged the Enemy to be about 


Two Leagues from us. The Wind was then very 


freſh at S. E. by E. and a riſing Sea. Before it 
was dark, a Signal was made for all the Captains 
on board the Admiral. I went on board, but was 
told it was a miſtaken Signal by Capt. Griffin, the 
Admiral's Captain. I was deſired to walk down 
into the Cabbin, where I ſaw moſt of the Captains 
of the King's Ships, not all of them. There were 


a great many things talked of, but nothing con- 
cluded on. It was propoſed, in caſe the Commo- 


dore cou'd not weigh, to ſend out a Ship to keep 
Sight of the Enemy, but there was none ſent out. 
Capt. Carteret defired Leave to go on board of his 


Ship: He ly the outermoſt of all, and was afraid 
of being cut off by the Enemy. 


Priſoner. (0 d g defire that Leave from. 
g | A 5 
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A. The Admiral: He directed his Diſcourſe to 
him, on which every body almoſt went upon Deck; 
and then Orders were given to us, that, if we 
ſhould anchor in the Night, it ſhould be without 


| Guns. As ſoon as I came upon Deck ſome body 


ſaid, there were the Enemy's Ships gone by to- 
wards their Port. I went over to that Side of the 
Deck which they ſaid they ſaw them off, and I could 
ſee nothing of them. 

2. At what Time was this? | 

A. About Eight o'Clock. We then got into 
Boats, and went on board our reſpective Ships, and 
at Eleven a Signal was made to weigh, and we all 


weighed except the Pearl and Eltham. We ſteered 


E. N. E. with an eaſy Sail and quiet Weather. 


The next Day, in the Morning at Day-light, we 
ſaw none of the Enemy's Ships, then Ponticherry 
bearing N. N. W. about 4 Leagues from us; and 
at Six, or before, we anchored in Ponticherry Road 
in 17 Fathoms Water, and there we lay till Four 
in the Afternoon before the Signal for the Council 


of War was made. About Ten at Night, the Sig- 


nal was made to weigh. The whole Squadron 
weighed ; and all ſtood to the Northward. The 
next Day, about Nine, we ſaw Madraſs Flag, and 
ſoon after I ſaw the Commodore tack to the South- 
ward, and haul his Wind again. 

| 2, Was you on board the Admiral when the 
firſt Signal was made for the firſt Council of War 


on the 1oth? 


A. No. 
L Could the Admiral have gone to Sea at any 


Time that Afternoon with the Squadron? 


1 A 


A Tes. | 
2. If he had, could he have 8 Ground to 


* | Windward of the Enemy ? 


A, No, I believe hardly. 2 
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LA Could he have ferched the Place he went 


from ? 


A, That would have 3 as much as he could 


have done; as the Currents ſtand along Shore, it 
is 4 difficult Matter without the Ships are clean. 

2, How was the Sea-breeze ? 

A. S. by E. 
21 If the Admiral had ſent out a Cruizer to 
keep Sight of the Enemy, could ſhe have got ſo 
near as to have made Signals to our Ships, to let 
them know which way the Enemy ſteered ? 


breeze. We had an Inſtance of i it, when the Har- 
wich was called from off Ponticherry. She in one 


Leagues, and came away with a flowing Sheet 
into the Road. 


the Squadron to have gone to Sea? 

A. Yes, otherwiſe the Harwich co ud not have 
done ſo. 

A But you may have a fine Breeze in the Offing, 
and none in Shore? 

A. Yes, ſhe lay in Ponticherry Road; but this 
Ship that did go out with a red Flag, ſhe anchored 
a good way without, and when the Sea-breeze ſet 
in ſhe anchored almoſt up with the French Ships. 

9. Do you think the Admiral acted beſt for his 
Majeſty's Service to lay ſtill in Fort St. David's 
Road, or would it have been better to have gone 
to Sea. 

A. I ſhould have thought it beſt to have gone 
to Sea, becauſe we were "intermixed with ſeveral 
Merchant-ſhips. 

5 Can you name thoſe Ships? 

No, I cannot ſay; there were ſeveral to the 


Southw-ard: Cope. Goring's was one Ship, the 
M = 


Danbury, 


A. Yes, if they had got out with the Land- 
Tack fetched to Windward of the whole Squadron 


2. Was the Wind ſufficient in the Morning for 
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2 Were they intermixed with the Squadron! M 
A. Some were between the Squadron, and ſome 


to the Southward of the Squadron. 


Q: Were any intermixed with the Squadron? 
A. The Danbury was a little to the Southward. 
Q; Any others? 

A. No. 


9. Then how can you call it mixed with the 


| Squadron, if ſhe was to the Southward, and nearer 


in Shore? 

A. There was the Exeter that belonged to the 
Company. 

2. Where was ſhe? 

A. To the Southward. 

9. To Windward? 

AJ. Yes. 

9. Did our Squadron lay in a proper Birth in 
Fort St. David's, for n to have ſailed upon any 


Occaſion? 


A. Tes, in a very proper Birth? 

9. Is it uſual for Ships to go to Sea upon that 
Coaſt after the Sea-breeze ſets in ? 

A. No, they always go to Sea with a Land 


Wind if they can. 


©. In order to go to Windward, do they ever 
attempt to weigh after the Sea-breeze ſers in? 

A. Very ſeldom. I cannot ſay any Particular 
that I have ſeen do it. 

9. Admitting the Lively had gone out that 
Morning to have made Signals for the Squadron, 
if they had got under Sail, and the French Squz- 
dron too had made Sail and got away, could our 
Squadron have got ſo near as to diſtinguiſh her 
Signals, ſuppoſing that the French had went * 
from her? 

A. They cou'd, if they had gone out with 4 
Land Wind? 

2. But if they had gone out in the moon 


ome 
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A. Yes, they made their Appearance in the 


Afternoon to be ſure, and if ſhe had been between 
us and made Signals, we muſt have ſeen them. 


Then the Witneſs withdrew, and the Court adjourned 
"till To-morrow Morning, Nine of the Clock. 


| Third Day's Sitting. 
. Wedneſday, December 5, 1750. 


H E Court met according to Adjournment. 

| The ſame Members preſent as before. 
Priſoner brought in by the Marſhal, —- 
Audience admitted. 


Evidence for the Crown continued. 


Capt. William We Non, Captain of an India Company's 


Ship, called into Court, and ſworn. | 
Curt. Pleaſe to relate to the Court what you 


know in regard to the Conduct of Vice-Admiral 


Griſin, whilſt you was in his Company in Fort 5. 
David's ? 


A. I was diſcharged then: My Rudder was on 


Shore : My Anchors and Cables were loſt. 
©. Could the Admiral have got under Sail in the 


Morning, and have got to Sea that Day ? 


A, Yes, he might if he had got under Sail with 
the Land Wind : 'There was ſome Wind, not 


much of it in the Morning. 


2. Do you think, if he had, he could have got 
near enough the Enemy to have brought on an En- 


great | ? 
/; ME '* „ 
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A. Not without the French permitted it. I do | 


not think it was in his Power by any Means i in the 
World. 
9. Do you think the Admiral wou'd have ac- 


ted better for his Majeſty's Service by going to Sea 


any time that Days than by laying ſtill at Anchor 
where he did ? 

A. In regard to the Safety of the Place, to my 
Knowledge, I do not imagine he could: He cou'd 
not anſwer for the Loſs of Fort St. David's, if he 
had quitted it, becauſe he might have fallen to 
Leeward if he had gone into The Offing. 

©. Was not the Admiral as liable, in the Even- 
ing, when he failed from thence, to leave the 
Place ſubject to the * s Pleaſure, as if he 
had ſailed before? 

A. He came to Anchor half way between Pon- 
ticherry and Fort St. David's, and it was eaſier to 


get back from thence than if he had gone into the 


Offing. | 

2. Was not Fort St. David's as much expoſed 
to the Enemy, after the Admiral failed in the 
Evening, as if he had failed in the Day-time? 


A. It the Enemy had been to Windward it 


wou'd; it was about half way between Fort S.. 
David's and Poniicherry where he came to an 
Anchor. 

9. You do not know what Number of Sick 
Men the Ships had? 

A. I know nothing of that. 


9, Ar what Time did the Sea-breeze ſet in that 


Day ? 
A. I believe it 1 was about Two or Three in the 
Afternoon, ſometimes Four or Five. 
On the 10th of June? © © 
A. I cannot charge my Memory particularly, I 
believe about Two or Three o'Clock; 1 cannot 
| toy, 
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fay, I was ſo engaged : I had parted all my Cables 


the Night before but that I rode by, and! _— h 


to break looſe the next Night. 

2, Did it blow freſh after the Sea-breeze had ſet 
in? 

A. Yes, very freſh, and a very great Sea. 

. From it's firſt Setting- in? 

A. Not from the Firſt. 

9. When did it begin? 

A. It began to blow freſh about Fo our o Clock, 

a 2 great Swell. 

9. You judge about Three? 


A. Three or Four; there's generally an Hour 


or two Difference, ſooner or later. 
9. How long did the Land Wind blow that 
Morning? what Time did it continue? 


A. The Land Wind comes off at Five in the 


Morning. 
2, How long did it continue that Morning? ? 
A. It ſometimes comes off in Squalls in the 


Morning, it did at that Time; ſometimes Twelve 


o' Clock; it came off early in the nnn that 
Morning. 

9. In the Morning of the 1oth, how long did 
the Land Wind continue? 

A. About Five in the Morning the Land Wind 
blowed ; it laſted 'till Ten or Eleven; there was 
an Interval of Calm; there was very little of it 
N. W. and by N. and northerly very little of it. 

9. Was it ſufficient for the Squadron to have 
ventured to have weighed and 15995 to Sea, as 
there was a Lee Current? 

A. We muſt not have gone out ſooner, I think 


we cou'd not; for if there had a Calm happen'd 
while we had been out of Soundings, and the further 


out the ſtronger is the Current, we never cou'd 
have fetched the Place we went from. 


2, 


— . —— 
— ——— oy — -_ 4 — —— — 
_ 8 A or -» 
- - edt 


SEES CIR 


— — OO 


i 
= 
| 
c 
|þ 


= 
| 

1 
5 | 
1 
BS 
DT i 


- — * — — „ — Þ * 
E r R 8 
1 : X Pra Leek ** * . _ r 8 I 

i I ro 4 . — — * 1 > A 1,0 IK 


LC - 

9. How far do the Soundings lie off from the 
Land? 

A. We anchor in Forty Fathoms, the general 
way is to work Eighteen Fathoms. 

9. How far is that from the Land? 

A. Three or Four Leagues from the Land. 

©, You ſay, the Currents run ranger in the 
Offing than in Shore? 1 76 

. 8 

9. Were there any Merchant-men inverinixed 
wich the Squadron ? 

A. A great many ſmall Ships wy to the South. 
ward of the Squadron. 

Q, Were they ſo intermix'd as to prevent our 
Squadron s getting under Sail? 

A. I believe not, they were to the Southward; 
the Squadron might have got under Sail if the 
ſternmoſt Ships had caſt firſt; wry a lay to 


the Southward, in Shore. 


Priſoner. As your Ship 1s one of thoſe that was 


ſaid to be intermixed with the Squadron, how 
did you lie with reſpect to the Squadron? 


A. I lay to the Southward, I was the ſouther- 
moſt Ship of the Squadron at that Time, in the 


Outſide. I was not capable of chuſing a Birth. 


Court. Every Man is ſenſible, that Merchant- 
men will intermix with a Squadron now and then. 
Priſoner. When you was under my Orders to go 


to Negapatam, how was you carried e by the 


Current ? 

A. I was ordered to Negapatam, which is to the 
Southward ; and inſtead of getting to the South- 
ward, I was drove to the Northward, down to 
Ponticherry : It was in the Monſoon Time, on the 
25th of April. 

9, How far was you drove down to Lee- 
ward: ? | 


4. 


ond 22. 


the 


1eral 


_ ) 
A. About Seven or Eight Leagues to the North- 
ward to Leeward, and I was Seven or Eight Days 


in getting back to Fort St. David's again, and 
then I was a Fortnight or more in working up to 


Negapatam. 


2 Cou'd we have enen the Ships to an 


Engagement? 
A. I do not believe it was poſlible, without 


they wou'd have permitted it. 


Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Lieutenant Chis: 1 of the 13 caled 1.0 | 


Court, and ſworn. 

Court. Pleaſe to acquaint the Court, what you 
know concerning the Conduct of Vice-Admiral 
Griffin, whilſt you was in Company with him off 
Fort Sr. David's. 


A. At Nine at Night we heard Signals off Pon- 
ticherry. We were off Ponticherry. | 


Q: You was Firſt Lieutenant? 
A. Yes; and I ordered the Ship to be cleared 


at Eleven; we imagined they were ſtrange Ships by 


the Guns, and got every Thing clear for Sea, in 
caſe they ſhould come up in the Night; about 
Eleven we heard Three Guns. I know nothing 
more *till the Morning. At Five there was a Sig- 
nal for Cruizers to the N. E. we then weighed and 


ſtood off to Sea. 


9. At what Time did you ey ? 

A. At Five in the Morning, as ſoon as we ſaw 
the Signal: It was Day-light ; and tack'd at One 
with the Sea-breeze at S. E. by S. we fetched Fort 
St. David's Road between Four and Five, and 
anchored ; at which Time Capt. Carteret went on 
board the Admiral. 

2 How was the Wind when you weighed? ? 

A. It was S. W. when we weighed. 
'2 You tack'd firſt with the Sea- breeze? 


A. 
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1 A. Yes. 
| 9, Could you have fetched farther to Windward 
than Fort Sr. David's? 
"Ib. 
. How far? 
4 Porta Nova. 


Q. How much is that farther to Windward i ? 

A. Four Leagues: I think we could, for we 
came into the Road with a flowing Sheet, we went 
3 Points from the Wind; the French Ships were 
then coming up before the Wind, and we bore up 
for the Road. 

. Did you ſee the French Squadron, before you 
bore up to go to Fort St. David's ? 

A. Very plain. 

2; Could you have harked the Frend Squadron? 

A. I believe we could. 

9. What Number of Men had you on Shore at 
the Hoſpital ? 

A. To the beſt of my 8 Soar 40, 
I am not ſure ; I know we had 280 on board, and 
I think 40 on Shore. 

2, Admitting the Admiral had, inſtead of tak- 
ing the Men from the Hoſpital, made a Diſtribu- 
tion of the Men of the Pearl and Eltham, if he had 
weighed with the Land Wind, could he have 
brought the Enemy to Action that Day, if he had 
diſtributed the Pearl and Eltham's Men inſtead of 
taking the ſick Men from the Hoſpital ? : 

A. If the Admiral had weighed in the Morning, 

I believe we might, to the beſt of my Knowledge. 
©. Could the Admiral have been able to have 
got ſo near the French, as to oblige them to bring 
on an Engagement, admitting they would have 
made Sail from him? 
A. I believe not, they might have hauled their 
Wind; but he might have cut Ghana off FRE ſend- 
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ing Men to Ponticherry, or any Succours to Le- 

ward. 

. Do you think the Admiral could have got 

under Sail after the Sea-breeze ſet in? 

A. Yes. 

2, And could he have got Ground to Wind- 

ward, if he had done it? 

A. I cannot ſay he could have got much Ground ; 

if he had held his own, it would have been as 

much as he could do. 

9. Would the Admiral have acted beſt by go- 

ing to Sea, or did he do beſt to lie where he did? 

A. I think, by going to Sea. 

2. With the Land-Wind in the Morning, or 

with the Sea-breeze ? 

A. Either in the Morning, or in the Afternoon 

at Half an Hour after Four, when the Captain went 

on board ; we anchored without the Squadron at a 

pretty good Diſtance ; we were to lead on the Star- 

board Tack; we anchored without. When the 

Captain came on board from the Admiral, he or- 

dered me to weigh, which we did, and run in 

nearer the Squadron; we then weighed and run in 

under the Gib and Stayſails; we anchored again 

cloſe to the Squadron ; it was very fine moderate 

Weather. - 

9. At what Time did the Captain return Gn; 1 
A. Between Five and Six; we then weighed _ 

and run in nearer the Squadron. : —_ 
2. How ſoon did it — to Os after that ? | 

A. About Eight o'Clock. | 

Q. Not before? 

A. Between Seven and Eight, it began to blow = 
freſh from S. S. E. | 1 
9. Lou ſaid before, that you had 40 Men in : 

the Hoſpital ; when were they got on board ? 
"ws did not get them on 1 board that "I 
| N : 
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9. At what Time did you receive the Men from 


the Eltham ? 
A. We had no Men from the Eltham. 


Q: Did Captain Carteret go again on board the 
Admiral; ? 


A. Yes; after he came from on board the firſt 


time, the Signal was out a ſecond Time. 
2, What Rate do you think the Current might 


run? 


A. Seven Fathoms, between Ten and Eleven of 
the gth, off Ponticherry, when we heard the Gun 
fire. 

2, How far do the Soundings cuctlle run off? 

A. Ten or Twelve Leagues ; ; we do not anchor 
ſo far off. 

2. How far do they run off, the fartheſt? 

A. We do not anchor above 2 or 3 Miles off, 
we may anchor in 20 Fathoms. 

Hoy far is that from the Shore? 

A. Eight Leagues off Fort Sr. David's; the 
Coaſt differs much. 

2, You do not ſee this Land 8 Leagues off? 

A. Yes, the Ridge of Ponticherry, which is 2 


high Land. 
2. Can you ſee Fort St. David's? 


2; Does the Current run ſtronger in 4 Offing? 


A. There's a different Current in the Offing to 


what it 1s in Shore. 


L. How did the Current run when you got un- 


der Sail? 
Much the ſame as when we were at Anchor; 


in different Places it was much different. 


2. How far was you anchored off Ponticherry ? 


A. Between three and four Miles. 
2, How far can you anchor off Fort St. Da- 
vid's, ſo as to keep Fort St. David's and ”_ 
cnerry 


A Ye, 7 Leagues off, aloft, not from the 
Deck. 


ch 


in 
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cherry plainly in Sight, to ſee any thing that comes 
in or goes out ? 
A. l believe between Five and Six Leagues. 
9. To diſcern any thing that goes out or comes 
in? 
A. Not above that. | 
9. Wou'd the Admiral have run the Riſk 9 


driving to Leeward of the Port, if he had ſail'd 


with the Sea- breeze? 

A. In the Afternoon he 9 not hold his 
own. 

9. But before dark, if he had wtighed with the 
Squadron, wou'd he have been able to have held 
his own ? | 

A. Yes, to the beſt of my Opinion, he could. 

9. You cannot be certain? | 

A. No. 

Q: You came in the ſame Evening, and could 


judge ? 


A. Yes. 
Priſoner. Did not you think, as vou ſaw the 


| Enemy coming down, that they intended | to at- 


tack us? 

A. Yes, I thought ſo. 

Do you know, if the Council was -hroke up 
bender the Enemy brought to, or after? 

A. I know nothing of the Council of War, I 
was not there. 

9. If we had failed after the Sea-Wind came in, 
ſhould not we have increaſed our Diſtance from 
the Enemy, as we muſt have ſtood upon our Star- 
board Tack ? 

A. If the Enemy had had a Mind to have haul- 


ed their Wind, we ſhou'd have been at the ſame 


Diſtance ; but if they had come forward, we might 
have joined them, if they'd had a Mind to have. 


fought us. fo 
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2. If we had gone out, do you think — wou' d 
have let us engaged them? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Court. You can form ſome Judgment of that, 
from the Motions of the Enemy ? 

A. I faid 1 thought they were coming 
down. 

: What are your Reaſons for ſaying, that it 
wou' d have been better to go to Sea with the Sea- 
breeze? 


A. My Reaſon for that is, that we ſhou'd have 


kept that Squadron off the Coaſt, and prevented 
their landing Men and Money, if we. had not 
fought them : By purſuing them, I mean, before 
dark. 

O. How did the Sea-· breeze blow that Day, 
when you was coming up to join uss 

A. I muſt look at this Copy of the — 

2. Did you write it? 

A. I will ſwear to it, it is a true Copy. The 
Wind was from S. S. E. to S. E. by S. was the 


fartheſt to the Eaſtward that we had the Wind, 


and when we anchor'd it was S. S. E. then between 
Four and Five the Enemy s Ships came up. 


2, Were the Enemy's Ships then Sending, on 


to the Northward ? 


A. Fhey were coming up then to the North- 


ward ? 

9. What was the Diſtance of the 2 when 
you anchored? 

A. Seven or Eight Miles. 


Time? 
A. S. E. Seven or Eight Miles. 


Priſoner. T'll leave it to the Court, whether the 


Harwich cou'd fetch them: 


Court. How far diſtant it was you from the Shore, 
when 


2, How did the _— bear from you at thar 


in 


ar 
VC 


oO er 


nd 


you had of them? 


then? 


when * firſt tacked to ſtand into Fc ort St Da- 
vid's ? 

A. About Seven Leagues from Ponticherry when 
we tacked at Noon, or One o' Clock; we never 
tack d again, we went in in one board to Fort St. 
David s; we made one Tack only, we ſtood off 
in the Morning, tacked and ſtood in in the After- 


9, How did Fort St. David's bear, ken you 


did tack ? and at what Diſtance ? 
A. The Bearings are not in the Book. 
What Bearings had you at Noon, it is cuſ- 
tomary always to take them at Noon at Reliev- 


ing the Watch: How did Fort S.. David's bear 


off you at Noon, and at what Diſtance ? 
A. Ponticherry W. N. W. Four or Five Leagues; 


Fort St. David's S. W. by W. Four or Five 1 
Leagues. | 


Q. At what Time: . 

A. At Noon. 

2, How was the Wind then? 

A. At S. W. by S. | 

Q. At Noon? 

A. Yes, the Sea-breeze comes generally in at 
Noon; the Sea-breeze was S. E. by S. after we had 
tack d; we tack'd with the Wind at S. S. E. and 
it preſently came in juſt after we tack'd. 

2: When did it come in? 

A. At Two the Wind was S. E. by 8. | 

9. Did it come to the Eaſtward before you got 
into Fort St. David's? 

A. I do not think it did. 


2. Then how could you fetch Fort 95 David's, 


becauſe of the Current ? 
A. The Current was not much. 


Priſoner. At what Time did you ſee the Enemy, 


and how did they bear from you, the firſt Sight 
A. 
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A. At Three in the Afternoon. 

9. How did they bear? 

A. At Three I ſaw Eight Sail of Ships and a 
Sloop to the Southward ; I did not ſet down the 
Bearings. 

©. Can you tell how they bore ? 

8. or S. by E. 

Q. Did you — them plain? 

A. Very plain: We made them to be Eight 
Ships and a Sloop; we cou'd not tell of what Na- 
tion they were. At Three in the Afternoon, my 
were coming up along Shore. 

. Do you think the Enemy might have 
avoided Action, if we had failed in the Morning 
the fame as they did in the Afternoon, by keeping 

their Wind? a 

A. I believe they might. 

Q; You fay that, by Sailing, I might have a 


ed them from landing Men and Money; how cou'd 


I have done it in that Caſe more than as it was? 
A. By a Cruizer's keeping cloſe to them, and 
making Signals. 
9. Cou'd not they have landed their Men and 
Money at Carrical, without our ſeeing them? 
A. Yes. 


2, Cou'd they have gone to Madraſs, and landed 


without our ſeeing them ? 

A. Very well. 

Court. If the Admiral had failed in any Part of 
the Morning, cou'd he have brought the Squadron 
near enough ſo as to have been able to keep Sight 
of the Enemy, admitting they wou'd not let him? 

A. If they had a Mind not to ſee us, they might 
have kept to Windward ; but if they had had a 
| _— we might have engaged them. 
©. If a Cruizer had failed in the Morning, and 


the Squadron too, tell us whether the gr” 
* 
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by Help of the Cruizer, wou'd have been able to 
have kept Sight and followed them ? 
A. I think ſo. 
2, How did you lay on ſteering, with the Land- 


wind? 
A. About S. E. The Wind was 8. W. The 
Wind is different there every Hour. I faid we cou'd 


have fetched them as they were coming up, but 


when they hauled to the Eaſtward again, if they 
had hauled as we did, we cou'd not have fetched 
them; bur if they had kept their Courſe as they 
ſtood on, we cou'd have fetched them. I do nor 
mean the Squadron, I mean the Harwich. | 
2, Suppoling they had lain to where they were? 
A. Yes, we could. 
2. How did they bear when you firſt ſaw them? 
A. About S. S. W. 
Q. Then, admitting they had brought to then, 
a you with the Harwich have fetched them ? 
A. Yes, with the Offing we had, we could. 
A But ſuppoſing you had an Offing, and they 


: moderate Breeze, could you have fetched them? | 


A. I think we could. 

Court. This Witneſs muſt be miſtaken. 

Witneſs. They bore to the Southward, and I told 
Capr. Carteret, if you do not bear away they will 
cut us off. 

2. How did they bear from you, and how was 
the Wind? 
A. The Wind was S. E. by 8. 1 cannot : ſay the 
Bearings. 

2. How does the Shore lie! J 

A. N. N. E. Eaſterly. 

. When you ſaw the French firſt, how far was 
you from the Engliſh Squadron? \ 

A. About Three Leagues. 

The French were Three Leagues to Wind- 


A. 


* 
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2. Then how could they have cut you: off, fo 
far to Windward? 


A. If the Enemy had kept on this Courſe they 


might, but we bore away. 
Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Lieu tenant Drake, late. of the Lively, called into 
Court, and ſworn. 


Court. At what Time in the Night of the oth 
of June, did you acquaint the Admiral with the 


Intelligence of the Enemy's Ships being ſeen ? 


A. Between Ten and Eleven, I went on board 


the Admiral, and acquainted the Commanding Of- 
ficer, that we had been chaſed by a Squadron of 
ſtrange Ships off Negapatam, ſo far as Trincobar, 
and they brought to off Carrical; and I proceeded 
to give our Squadron an Account of it; that it 
was Capt. Parker's Opinion, that they were Eight 
large Ships and One ſmall Veſſel. 


2. Who was the Commanding Officer on board 


the Commodore ? 
A. Mr. Adams was then, AK Lieutenant of 


the Commodore : Mr. Vincent was the Firſt, Mr. 


Adams the Second, and Mr. Chriſtian the Third; 
theſe Two were on Shore, and only Mr. Adams 
was on board. I aſked for the Commanding or 
ficer. 


Q. Did you g0 on Shore to the Admiral? 


A. No, I returned to the Lively immediately af- 


ter I acquainted the Officer with the Intelligence. 
2, How long did the Wind continue to blow 
off the Land in the Morning of the roth? | 


A. Till about Eleven o Clock, when it ſprung 


up from the S. S. E. 
2. Was it freſh enough to enable the ques 
to have got under Sail ? 
A. It blew freſh, 


at 


Sal 
go! 
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9, You ſay it blew till Eleven. Was it freſh 


noun to. have enabled them to get under way 


that Morning ? 
A. Yes, they could have got under way that 
Morning. 55 
2. At what Time did the Sea- breeze come in? 
A. About Eleven o' Clock. 


2. Did it blow freſh ? 


A. Pretty freſh, when it firſt came in. 

Q.: At what Rate do you judge the Current run 

at that Time? 

A. I did not try the Current. 

2. Do you think if the Squadron had got under 
Sail after the Sea-breeze ſet in, that they would have 
got Ground ? 

A. Idon't think they could at dark: I rather 
hin they would have gone to Leeward. 

2; Do you know what Number of Men you had 
fick at the Hoſpital? 

A. I know nothing as to the reſt; we received 
Three from the Hoſpital. 8 

2, When? | C2. 5 
A. On the 10th, about Three in the Afternoon. 


2. If the Admiral had diſtributed the Men 


among the Ships, that belonged to the Pear! and 
Eltham, could he have gone to Sea in the Morning, 
and have been able to engage the Enemy ? 


A. ds he could not haye gone above 3 I of a 


Leagu 

2 Would he have been able and ſtrong enough 
to engage the Enemy without the Pearl and El- 
tham ? 

A. Yes, I apprehend. he was Force enough. 


| Priſoner. You ſay it was the Opinion of your 


Captain, that they were Eight Sail: Do you think 
I cou'd have brought the Enemy to an Engage 
ment at any Time that Day ? | - 
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45 = not if they had endeavoured to avoid it, 
Then the Wiinefs withdrew, 


N Fraſier, late Maſter of the Princeſs Mary, 
called into Court, and ſworn. . 
Court. Was you Maſter of the Princeſs Mary, on 
the 10th of June 1748.3 Do. 
. 


2. At what Time on the gth did the Lieute- 


nant of the Lively get on board the Admiral ? 
125 About Eleven o'Clock. _ 
What Officers were then on board her ? 
* Only the Second Lieutenant and myſelf. 
QA: When did the Second Lieutenant go on Shore, 


or who went on Shore to acquaint the Admiral 


with the Intelligence ? 
A. He ſent a Midſhipman, as he was the only 


Officer on board, to acquaint, the Admiral. 


O. When? 
＋ At that Time, directly: The Barge was out; 


the Pinnace we ſent before Mr. Drake came to 


bring the Captain off. 
9. When did the Midſhipman return on board? 
A. He came on board with the Admiral at Dawn 
of Day, in the Morning about Five o'Clock. 
O. When did the reſt of the Officers get on 
board ? 
A. About Six, the Two other Lenka came 


on board. 


9, What Number of Men had you on Shore a at 
the Hoſpital ?. 

A pretty many on Shore at the * 
then. | 
Q.: When were they ſent for? _— 
A. Directly, as foon as the Admiral came on 
board. 8 

9, When were they brought on board > 
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ET hey came on board about Two. I can't tell 


the Number of them. 


Q. Do you know how many Men in ; all there 
were on Shore in the Hoſpital ? 

A. No. 

Would the Land Wind have permitted you 
to go to Sea, if the Admiral had had an Inclination? 


A. I reckon there was nothing to ſtop us; we 
could have gone to Sea with the Land Wind. 


Priſoner. What Directions did 1 give when I 


came on board? | 
A. The Foretopſail to be looſed, and every 


Thing cleared for weighing the Anchor. 
Q, Did I not aſk, whether the ſmall Anchors 
were ready ? 
A. Yes, I told youl had got them on board. 


. What Orders did I give to Capt. Griffin, 


when the Enemy were coming down, concerning 
the Sailing? 

A. I cannot recollect any Thing particular. 

Did I not order them to weigh as ſoon as we 
could lay within Two Points of the Enemy! ? 

A. Yes, and you gave Orders to watch the 
Motions of the Enemy, and let you know when we 
could lay within Two Points of them. 

Court. When was this? 

A. As ſoor as the Council of War was over. 

_ Priſoner, What was the neareſt Diftance they 
were to us any Part of the Day ? 

A. Eight Miles. 

Do you think it was poſlible for us by any 
Art to have brought them to an Engagement? 


A. I don't think it was poſſible by any Means i 
the World to have done it. 


Q: What Obſervations did you make about the 
Current? 


Ah one Part of the Day 1t--was One Knot. 


| It was Five Fathoms in the Morning about Six; and 


8 about 
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about Noon, One Knot One Fathom. At Six 
o' Clock in the Evening, about a Knot and an Half. 
Off Ponticherry it was a Knot and Four Fathoms. 
O. Do you think we could have near'd the Ene- 
my dy failing any Part of that Day? 

A. No, we mult have increaſed the Diſtance af. 
ter the Sea-breeze came in; we ſhou'd have loſt 
Ground. 

9. What might have been the Conſequence of 
falling to Leeward ? 

A, The Loſs of all the Stores, the Water-Boats, 
and poſſibly the Loſs of Fort S:. David's itſelf, and 
Cuddalore. 

9, Did you punctually obſerve the Motions of 
the Harwich that Day ? 

. 


Di. Do you think ſhe could have ferch'd the 
French Fleet? 5 
A. Impoſſible: The Bearings of the Harwich 


were N. E. of the Enemy S. E. by E. At that 
Time, the Harwich could have fetch'd Two Miles 
to Windward of Us, and I am confident ſhe could 
not have fetch'd 4 of a Mile farther. | 

9. Can you recolle&t, whether the Enemy 


brought to before the Council broke up, or after- 


wards ? 
A. I am not clear, whether it was before or 


whilſt you was in Council: They brought to at Half 


paſt Three ; the Council was at Half paſt Two: 


The Signal for the Council was at Half paſt Two; 
and at Half paſt Three, they brought to, by this 


Book. 

Q: Who wrote that? 
A. It is the Mate's Writing. 
Q Do you know when the Council broke up? 
A. No, it don't mention the Time. 


1 0 What Weather had we in the Evening of | 
er 


e Council ? A 
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A. It blowed freſh, and there v was a very great 
Sea. | 
9. From what Time! ? 
A, From about Three. | 
©. When did it blow the hardeſt ? | 
A. Between Four and Five o Clock, very freſh 
a hard Breeze, and a very great Swell. 
Di. Do you think there would have been any 
Danger in turning the Ships looſe at that Tins! 2 
a. Les. 
Court. Who was the Midſhipman that was 1 
on Shore? 
A. Mr. Murray. 
2; Did he ſay, when he got on board, at what 
Time he got to the Admiral? 
A. No. | 


Then the Witne(s withdrew. 


Jobn Cannon late Maſter of the Harwich, called into 
Court, and ſworn. 

Court. Pleaſe to relate to the Court, what you 

know relating to the Conduct of Vice-Admiral 

Criſfin, when he commanded a Squadron at Fort 


Time in the Morning did you weigh? 
A. Between Five and Six the Signal was made, 
r the Day was well broke, off Fanichar 
oa | 
2, When did the Seq-breeze ſet in? 
A. About Eleven, and then we tacked and came 
to the S. E. by S. by this Log-book. | 
ls that your own Writing? wor 
A. It is a Copy that the Mate wrote in the Cab- 
bin, and I looked over him. At Eleven we tack'd. 
. At what Time ? | 
7 At Eleven it is here. About the S. E. at 
Ow We tack'd at Eleven, with the Wind at 


©. 


St. David's, in May and June 1748. At what 
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9. 3 have fetched farther to rd 
than Fort St. David s. 
A. I think we could have fetched Two Miles to 
Windward of the Squadron without the Road ; that 


| wou'd have been the Outſide, that is the moſt we 
could have done to Windward of the Ships. 


Q. Did you bear away after you tacked ? 
A. We kept away a little before we anchored. 
9. For how long ? 

A. We bore away at Half an Hour after Three 
under our Topſails. We anchored a little after Four. 

©, When did you firſt ſee the French Squadron! 

A. Soon after Three. 

9. When you firſt ſaw the French Squadron, 
did you think you cou'd have fetched them, if 
they had kept their Wind? 

A. I do not think it was poſſible any way for the 
Harwich to have come to them. - 

9. How did the French bear at firſt when you 
ſaw them? 

A. At firſt, they were 8. 5 * and about Nine 
Miles off. 

Q:; At what Time was that? 

A. A little after Three. 

9. How do you judge the Current run, when 
you . in the Morning off Poxticherry ? 

A. N. by E. one Knot or n Fathoms and 


a Half. 


Q: Do you think, if the n had weigh'd 


in the Afternoon, or at any Time that Day, that 


they cou'd have got Ground of the Enemy at any 
Time of the Day ? 
A. No, I do not think we cou'd have been fo 


near the Enemy, if we had gone out with the Land 


Wind in the Morning, as we were by laying {till ; 


they having the Wind, we ſhou'd not have come ſo * 


near them. 


Pri 


tian? 


 Prifoner. Do you think it was poſſible for us to 
have brought them to Action any part of that 
Day ? | 
4. 1 really chink to che contrary, unleſs they 
were willing. | 
Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


| 3 tenant Ruſhworth, late of the Exeter, call'd 


into Court, and ſworn. 

Court. What Licutenant was you on board the 
. 

A. Firſt Lieutenant. 

Q. Pleaſe to relate to the Court, what you know 
concerning the Conduct of Vice-Admiral Grif- 
fin, in the Eaſt-Indies, whilſt you was in Company 
with him ?. | 

A. On the gth of June, the Squadron under the 
Admiral was lying in Fort St. David's Road: Be- 
tween Nine and Eleven at Night, a Ship came into 
the Squadron, making falſe Fires and firing Guns, 
which I afterwards underſtood to be the Lively. 
On the 10th in the Morning, between Five and 
Six o'Clock, a Signal was made for-the Harwich 


to join us. About Noon, we made a Signal for 


ſeeing a Sail in the S. E. Quarter. About Two, 
or Half an Hour after, we ſaw Nine Sail, off the 
Deck, of the Enemy; Eight Ships and One Sloop. 
About Four, the Harwich joined us, and about 
that Time the French Squadron brought to. About 
Twelve o'Clock at Night, we weighed. About 
Six in the Morning, we anchored, and ſaw nothing 
of the Enemy. About Half an Hour paſt Ten on 
the 11th, we weighed by Signal; and on the 12th, 
between TWO and Three 0 Clock, we got down 
almoſt as low as Madraſc. On the 24th, we an- 
chor'd at Fort St. Davids. 

2; What Time of the Day, on the md did 
ye get your Men from the Eltham? | 5 
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(112) - 
A. We had Sixty-three from the Hoſpital. | 
©. When did they come? 7 
A. About Noon they were got aboard. | 
2. Was that your whole Number of ſick Men? 
A That was all that came on board. 
Q: When did you receive the Men from the 
Eltham ? 
A. I believe it might be Os *Clock : I have 
got a little of my Journal. ; 
. Can you ſwear to that's 3 true? 
A At Half paſt Two, we got the Men from 
the Eltham. 
Can you ſwear, that that Journal i is of your 
own Writing! . 


A. It was taken um the Log book, I will not 


be certain to an Hour ; Glaſſes may differ. 


©. Did you receive any Men from the Eltham? 
A. Fifty Men, and Ten Barrels of Powder. 
2. Do you know when the Captain was on 


board at the Council. 


A. I cannot tell: About Two or Three. 

Q: When did he return? 

A. I cannot recollect the Hour. 

| Q; Then can you by the Journal ſee when the 
Signal was made? Can you ſwear to the Truth of 


that? | 
A. I cannot facar't to an Hour of Time; 31 knon 


| it was in the Afternoon. 


Q. The Signal for a Council of Wars is a mate- 
rial Thing, and it's generally noted. 
A. There were Two or Three Signals for the 
Captains that Day. 

When was the firſt made. 

A. I cannot fay. It's Two Years and a Half 


ago, and I cannot 'charge my Memory with an 


Hour: I know there were Two or Three Signals 


that Day; and that the * came from the Elibam 


that We 


2 


( 113 ) 
2 Where was you quarter'd : ? 
On the Upper dee . 
. How many Men did you want to compleat 
w_ Quarters? 


We had Fifty from the Eltham, and Sixty- three 
from the Hoſpital. 

9. Can you ſwear to the Truth of the Log book 
from which you took the Paper that you now look 
on ? 

A. I can't fay I can. 
| Court. It is no Satisfaction to the Court his copy- 

ing that from the Log - book, without he wou'd 
ſwear to it; the Ship's Log may be wrong. 

D You had got the Men from the Eltbam in 
the Afternoon: Wou'd the Wind and Weather 
have permitted you to go to Sea, after the receiv- 
ing of the Men between chat and Night? 

A. Yes, I think ſo. 

A. Cou'd the Squadron have got Ground 2 

A. Yes, I think they cou'd. 


in the Morning, beſides the Signal for e in 
Crurzers ? 
A. One Signal for the Officer once. 
2, Was there any other in the Morning ? 
A. I don't remember any other. 
2; Do you remember nothing of the Sails? 


join. 

2 At Day- break? 
A. Yes, at Sun: riſe, thereabouts. 

2; Do you know how the Current run that Day? 
A. There was but very little where we lay. 

Q: Did you try it? 
A. No, I did not. 


A. When we had the Ellbam s Men we had 
enough, believe more than our Complement then: 


NY; What Signals were made by the Commodore, 


A. The Foretopſail was looſe in the Morning, 
when the Signal was made for the Harwich to 
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A Was your Ship in a proper Condition to have 
gone out to engage the Enemy before you received 
thoſe Men ? 

A, We were better with more Men; but we 


might have gone out, the Ship was cleared. 


2. How many Men had you on board before 
you took the Men from the Hoſpital ? 

A. I can't tell : Upwards of Three Hundred. 

2, What was your Complement then ? 

A. Four Hundred. 

Priſoner. Pleaſe to give the Court a Reaſon why 


you think the Squadron cou'd have got to Wind 


ward ? 

A. There was a fine Breeze of Wind and no Sea, 
we muſt have gained Ground. An Inſtance was, 
our Four-oar'd Boat went adrift with only” one 
Man, and the Man got up: the Sea- breeze ſet in 


then about Six or Seven o' Clock. 


Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Pręſident to the Priſoner. We are ſatizfied with 
the Evidence given in behalf of the Crown, unleſs 
any new Matter ſhould ariſe; and therefore you 
may go on your Defence: To which the Priſoner 
replied, He deſired to know, if there was any par- 


ticular Point in which the Court was unſatisfied with- 


reſpect to his Conduct, as he would take up the 


Time of the Court as little as poſſible, and ex- 


amine Witneſſes to thoſe Points only ; but the Pre- 
ſident ſaid, The Court could not declare themſelves 
on that Head, but that the Priſoner might examine 
whatever Witneſſes he thought proper. 


Then the Court adjourned ill To-morrow Marn- | 


ing, Ten Y the Clock. 
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Fourth Day's Sitting. 
Thurſday, December 6, 1 750. 


| T H E Court met according to Adjournment. 


The ſame Members preſent as before. — 
Priſoner brought in. 
admitted. 


* 


The Priſoner, being on his Defence, Grad nto 


Court the following Papers, and they were read 
by the Jute dn, | 


in the Event of this Cauſe. My Character, my 


Property, and even my Life are at Stake; and I 


ſhould indeed have Reaſon to be alarmed, were I 
not conſcious of my own Innocence, and fully per- 
ſuaded of your Juſtice and Equity. 

It is no new Thing, Gentlemen, to be accuſed ; 
Courts-Martial of late have been very frequent : 
but the Circumſtances attending this, have been 


aggravated with extraordinary Hardſhips to me. I 


have been very long under the diſagreeable Situa- 


tion of a Man accuſed, and conſequently condemn'd 
by many. No Means, no Artifice have been omitted 


by my Proſecutors, to augment the Expence and 


injure my Reputation. However, I will not take 
up your Time with a Detail of theſe Matters, but 
beg Leave to obſerve, the Nature of Sea-ſervice | 
is fo complicated, depending on ſo many Cir- 


cumſtances, and ſubject to ſuch Variety of Ac- 
2 2. cidents, 
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HE Arch of 1 . me, 
are of ſuch a Nature, that every Thing which 
can be ſuppoſed intereſting to a Man, is concerned 
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cidents, that for a Commander, even of the greateſt 
Capacity, to provide againſt all Contingencies is im- 
poſſible : But to cenſure ; and, after the Event of 
an Action, to point out how, and by what Means, 
it might have ſucceeded better, is extremely eaſy, 
This fort of Science requires no greater Abilities, 
than much IIl- nature and little Wit; and there are 
never wanting People of this Stamp ready to im- 
prove a public Diſappointment to the Revenge of 
their private Quarrels. Even thoſe Actions of late, 
which have been attended with the moſt happy 
Succeſs, and reflected the greateſt Glory on this 
Nation, have not eſcaped the Venom of theſe ma- 
licious Critics; and perhaps there never was an 
Action ſo compleat, but it might have been better 
conducted, were it poſſible to have foreſeen all the 
Circumſtances attending it. It will be needleſs to 
point out, to Men of your Experience and Pene- 
tration, the extreme Hardſhip a Commanding Of- 
ficer labours under, ſo circumſtanced as I was; be- 


ſer with Men watchful for every Opportunity of 


finding Fault, every Action ſet in it's worſt Light, 
every Step minuted down, and purſued, even here, 
with their Notes and Malice ; but I confide in the 
Candour and Equity of this Court, that they will 
be diſappointed, and that you will not ſuffer the 
Merit of Forty Years Service, to be ſacrificed to the 
inveterate Malice of a capricious, turbulent young 
Man, or a factious Party. I ſhall now proceed to 
the ſeveral Articles of the Charge, and my Defence 
to them. 


The Firſt Article of the Charge againſt me is, 


<« For that I, when I was Commander i in Chief of 
the Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the 
Eaſt- Indies, and particularly while I was lying at 

ne" with the ſaid ye in Fort St. David's Road, 
in 


on - 
in the Months of May _ e in the Year 1748, 
did order the Rudders of Two of the ſaid Ships, 
viz. the Pearl and Elibam, to be unhung and car- 


fied on Shore; and did cauſe, or ſuffer, the reſt 


of the faid Squadron under my Command to lie 
there in a promiſcuous Manner among the Mer- 
chant-ſhips, altho* a Squadron of the Enemy's 
Ships was then expected to approach: So that there 
was at that Time, and for Two Months before, a 
conſtant Likelihood of Engagement. In which In- 


ſtances I did negligently perform the Duty impos'd - 


5 


on me.“ 


+; | d 
In Anſwer to this Firſt Article it will appear, That, 
on the Repreſentations of the Captains of the Pear/ 


and Eltham, I had order'd the Rudders of thoſe 


Ships to be ſurveyed” by the uſual Officers, who re- 
ported them to me to be rotten and unſerviceable. 
The Neceſſity of Unhanging them will ſufficiently ap- 
pear, from the {aid Repreſentations of the Captains 


and Reports of the Surveying Officers. The Ex- 


pectation of an Enemy made it more neceſſary to 
t my whole Strength in a Condition to act; and 


as both theſe Ships were repreſented to me unfit for 


Service, till their Rudders were repaired, it was 
my Duty to order them to be repaired with as much 
Expedition as poſſible; and J had been guilty of a 
great Neglect had I acted otherwiſe. As to the 
latter Part of this Article of the Charge, it will be 


enough for me (if it deſerves any Anſwer) to ſay, 


the Ships under my Command were kept alternately 
cruizing to Windward and to Leeward of Fort Sz. 
David; and, when they returned, the Captains uſu- 
ally anchor'd as beſt ſuited their Conveniency of 
Watering, and getting on board their Stores ; and 
that the Ships of my Squadron did not lie in a 
promiſcuous' Manner among the Merchant-ſhips. - 

The 
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The Second. Article of the Charge is, 


, FTFor that I, lying in Fort St. David's Road with 
| the faid Squadron under my Command, in the 
l Manner aforementioned, . having, in the Night of 
the gth of the ſame Month of June 1748, received 
certain Information by the Lively Frigate, that a 
Squadron of the Enemy's Ships was on the ſame. 
gth Day of June 1748, ſeen a little to the South- 
ward of the ſaid Road, and was ſtanding towards 
the ſaid Road; ſtill I did not, at any Time during 
that whole Night, cauſe the ſaid Squadron under 
my Command to be put in a fit Poſture for Fight ; 
. - which I ought to have done, as there was at that 
1 Time a Likelihood of Engagement.? 


In Anſwer to this Article it will appear, That, on 
the gth of June between Ten and Eleven at Night, 
the Lively Frigate came down, making the Signal 

| | appointed by the general printed Inſtructions on the 
H Diſcovery of an Enemy's Fleet; conſequently (by 
1 the roth of the Articles of War) it became the 
Duty of every Captain to make the neceſſary Pre- 
parations for Fight; a Point ſo expreſsly com- 
manded, and ſo well known, that I could not then 
ſuſpect any Captain in the Squadron, not even Cap- 
tain Powlett, to be fo far wanting to themſelves, 
or ignorant of their Duty, as to need further Or- 
ders on that Subject. As to the Information ſaid 
to be received, in this Article of the Charge, by 
the Lively Frigate, it is greatly miſrepreſented; 
the Account I had from the Captain being, That, 
on the gth of June in the Afternoon, he was chaced 
by Nine Sail of Ships (which he took to be French) 
from Negapatam as far as Trincombar; that there | 
they brought to, and continued laying to as long a 

as the Day- light would permit him to keep Sight 

of them. | 
The 
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The Third Article of the Charge againſt me is, 


For that I, having received ſuch Information as 
aforeſaid, of the Approach of the Enemy's Squa- 


dron, and conſequently there being a Likelihood of 


Engagement, I did not, at any Time of the Morn- 
ing of the 1oth Day of the ſame June 1748, cauſe 
the ſaid Squadron under my Command to ſail from 
the ſaid Road, where the ſame did then lie; into the 
Offing ; neither did I even cauſe the ſaid Squadron 
to move and ſeparate themſelves from the Merchant- 
ſhips they lay intermix'd with: By which bad Con- 
duct of mine, the ſaid Squadron under my Com- 
mand were not put in a fit Poſture for Fight.” 


It will appear, That, on the Information I admit 
to have received in the preceding Article of my 
Defence, my whole Attention was employed in the 
Morning of the roth of June, in getting the Eltham 


and Pearl in a Condition to act; in receiving the 
recovered Seamen from the Hoſpital; in applying 


to the Governor of Fort St. David for Men, the 
Squadron being greatly ſhort of Complement ; in 
recalling the Harwich, which Ship was then on a 
Cruize to Leeward; and in taking every other 
neceſſary Meaſure for the Attack of the Enemy, 
and the Defence of ourſelves. My Sailing into the 
Offing, with the Squadron, would not only have 
prevented me in the Execution of theſe neceſſary 
Meaſures, but could have been of no real Advan- 
tage; as the Enemy would have had it equally in 
their Power to keep to Windward, as they might 
have equally kept the Advantage of avoiding an 
: Engagement, or as they might have attacked us in 
a Condition much leſs prepared for our Defence. 

The 
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The Fourth Article of the Charge againſt me is, 


For that I, having received ſuch Information as 
aforeſaid, did not, at any Time on the 10th of June 
1748, cauſe any Ship or Frigate belonging to the 
ſaid Squadron under my Command, to fail into the 


Offing, from the ſaid Road, in order to give me 


early Notice of the nearer Approach of the Enemy, 
altho* the Wind was then favourable for the whole 
of the ſaid Squadron (which was in a Readineſs for 
the Sea) or any Ship belonging to the ſame, to 
have failed into the Offing from the ſaid Road; 
and altho* the known Practice of thoſe Parts is, for 
Ships to get into the Offing in the Morning with 
the Land? breeze, in order to command the Coaſt 
when the Sea-wind comes in ; by which Omiſ- 


fions I did neghgently perform the Duty impoſed 


on me.” = | | * 

In this Article I am charged with not fondiog 
a Frigate into the Offing. I am at preſent unable 
to comprehend of what Uſe ſuch a Ship would 
have been, and am as ignorant of any ill Conſe- 
quence which aroſe from the Omiſſion of it; fo 
that, with Mr. Powlet?'s Leave, I ſtill think, ſend- 
ing a Frigate into the Offing would have been fruit- 
leſs and unneceſſary, for the Reaſons given in my 
Anſwer to the. preceding Article. 


The Fifth Article of the Charge againſt me is, 


For that I, on the ſame 1oth of June 1748, 
lying with the Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships 
under my Command in the Road and Manner as 
aforeſaid, had a View and Sight of the Enemy's 
Ships about Noon, or ſoon afterwards, on the ſame 
Day; and altho' there was at that Time a more 
apparent Likelihood of Engagement than _ 
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Command in a fit Poſture for Fight, altho* I might 
have ſo done; but ſuffered the Two diſabled Ships, 
vis. the Pearl and Eltham, to Jay without the 
other Ships of the ſaid Squadron.“ 


That I did not put the Ships Gucker my Com- 
mand in a fit Poſture for Fight, is the Tenor of 
the Second, Third, and now of this Article; that 
is, That I did not do this on the th at Night, when 
I firſt received Intelligence of an Enemy's being on 
the Coaſt; on the Morning of the ſucceeding Day, 
when no Enemy was in Sight; and in this Article, 


Part, I do not well conceive what is meant by a 
fit Poſture for Fight, unleſs it be a Line of Battle. 
In the two firſt Caſes, it was evidently unneceſſary; 


on the firſt Appearance of the Enemy. Had they 

deſigned to attack us, or had there been a Poffbi. 
lity of my forcing them to an Engagement, in 
either Caſe it will appear, in Proof, that I could 
have made the Signal for Sailing, and the Squadron 
got into a Line of Battle Time enough to have pre- 
vented any Confuſion. As to the Pearl and Eliham's 


nor J preſume of any Conſequence if it was fo. 


The Sixth Article of the Charge againſt me is, 


the ſaid Squadron in the Road as atoreiaid, on the 


continued to have a full View and Sight of the 
Enemy's Ships; notwithſtanding which, I did not, 


even attempt or endeavour to come into Fight and 


till I did not even then put the Ships under my 


on the firſt Appearance of an Enemy. For my 


and indeed no leſs ſo in the preſent Caſe, that is, 


laying without the other Ships, it is neither true, 


« For that I, the ſaid Thomas Griffr, lying with 


whole Afternoon of the ſame roth of June 1748, 


during all that Time, either put the ſaid Squadron 
under my Command in a fit Poſture for Fight, or 
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engage, or do my utmoſt to take, fire, kill, and 
endamage the ſaid Enemy: But on the contrary, 
did forbear to purſue the Chace of the ſaid Enemy, 


and did keep back his Majeſty's Ships under my 


Command from engaging the ſaid Enemy; and, 


Inſtead of proceeding to Action, held 1-timed and 


fruitleſs Councils of War.“ 


In Anſwer to this Article of the Charge, it will 
appear in Proof, that it was about Two o' Clock in 
the Afternoon, on the 11th Day of June, (ac- 


_ cording to our Sea-ſtile) before the whole of the 


French Squadron appeared in Sight of our's in Fort 
St. David's Road. They were Eight Sail with a 
Sloop, and bore S. by E. a freſh Gale at the ſame 


Time blowing from the S. S. E. and, as they ap- 


proached nearer, they hauled to the Eaſtward. At 


Half an Hour paſt Three, they bore S. E. by 8. 


Four Leagues Diſtance. At Four they brought to 
with their Maintopſails to the Maſt, and lay till 
their headmoſt Ship bore E. S. E. the Wind be- 


ing then at S. E. and their Body three Leagues 


Diſtance. Between Five and Six, they tack' d to 


the Southward, and kept cloſe-haul'd on a Wind, 


*till it was dark and we loſt Sight of them. The 
Enemy being thus Three Leagues in the Wind's 
Eye, with a ſtrong Current ſetting to Leeward, 
and the Night near approached, it was impoſſible 


to make any Motions with the Squadron under my 


Command, in order to force them to an Engage- 
ment: For had I failed at any Time from their 
Appearance, whilſt the Sea-breeze continued, in- 
ſtead of nearing them, I ſhould have greatly i in- 
creafed our Diſtance from them, and have fallen 
to Leeward of Fort St. David; the ill Conſe- 
quences of which, I had the greateſt Reaſon in 


the World to Gra. In ſhort, had there been the 


leaſt Probability to hope, by failing with the Squa- 


dron, 


"4-123 } 


dron, when the Enemy lay to, or indeed any Time 


that Day, I could have forced them to an Engage- 
ment, I ſhould think in laying till I ſtood con- 
victed of a Crime that was unpardonable. But in 
order to explain more fully my Reaſons for not 
weighing, and to prove that by ſo doing I ſhould 
have increaſed my Diſtance from the Enemy and 


have fallen to Leeward of Fort St. David, it will 


not be unneceſſary for me to give an Account of 
the Situation of the Coaſt, and the Nature of the 


Winds at this Seaſon. 


Fort St. David is ſituated in a ſmall Bending of 
the Coaſt, which from thence to the Northward 
runs N. N. E. and to the Southward neareſt South. 


In the Time of the South-weſt Monſoon, which 


blows from April to October, there is always a Cur- 
rent ſetting to the Northward, according to the 
Direction of the Shore. At this Time it was tried, 
and found to ſet one Knot and a Half. — The re- 
gular and uſual Courſe of the Winds is as follows: 
The Sea-wind generally blows freſh from Noon, 
between S. and S. E. and continues ſo till towards 
Midnight, when it comes round gradually to S. W. 
and generally holds in that Quarter till towards the 


Middle of the next Day. In order then to get 


along the Coaſt to the Southward at this Seaſon of 
the Year, you muſt weigh with the Land-breeze, 
and ſtand to the S. S. E. *till you are in about 
Sixteen Fathoms Water, and come to an Anchor 


*till the Sea- wind ſets In, with the Advantage of 


which you ſtretch in again as near the Shore as you 
can with Safety, and then anchor, waiting the Re- 


turn of the Land-wind. Theſe neceſſary Precau- 


tions were always uſed, and by that Means our 
Frigates, who were ſent to Windward to cruize, 
got up about Four Leagues in Twenty-four Hours. 
On the other hand, of thoſe who neglected this 
Method, I never knew any one but was drove to 
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Leeward by the Current; of which I ſhall give two 
Inſtances. Capt. Weſton of the Exeter Indiaman, 


and Capt. Fiſher of the Portobello, failed at diffe- 
rent Times under my Orders, the firſt for Negapa- 


tam, and the latter for Trincomaul : They, by 


endeavouring to beat up without coming to an An- 


chor, and waiting for the periodical Shifting of 
the Wind, were each of them drove to Leeward 


as far as Saderaſſapatam, about Fifteen Leagues, 
and were afterwards a Fortnight in getting up to 


Fort St. David. I have inſiſted the longer on 


this Particular, as it will appear plain from hence, 
that, altho* the French Squadron was but Four or 


even Three Leagues from us, they were at leaſt 


Twenty-four Hours Sail Diſtance, had they even 
waited for us at an Anchor, and had we taken the 
beſt Methods poſſible of getting up to them. 


Hence too, it will be evident, that, had I failed 
with the Sea-wind, I ſhould have encreaſed my 


Diftance from the Enemy, and have fallen to Lee- 
ward of Fort St. David: For if it be objected, the 


Current would have had the ſame Effect on them 
as on us, let it alſo be conſidered, that, with the 
Offing and freſh Sea-breeze they had, they might 
have ſtood Five or Six Leagues along the Coat; 

whereas the Caſe was very different with me, who 


muſt have ſtood to Sea with the Sea-wind, and 
when we ſtretched in again muſt inevitably have 
found ourſelves conſiderably to Leeward of Fort 


St. David, and probably out of Sight of the Enemy. 


Tt frequently happens in Charges of this kind, 


founded on Malice and IlIl- nature, the Authors, from 


Over-eagerneſs to deſtroy, are carried into Abſur- 


dities and Contradictions which falſify the Facts 


they want to eſtabliſh. Thus Capt. Porplett, in his 
Letter to the Duke of Bedford, aſſerts, That the 
Enemy ſeemed determined, had we gone out, to 


have engaged us to MW indward: But, if engage 
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us to Windward had been their Deſign, what 


prevented them from putting their Deſign in Exe- 


cution; as they knew we could not be under 
the Protection of the Fort, or any Guns on Shore? 
But, if we may draw any Concluſions from their 


Proceedings, or inſiſt on what may be inferred 


from their ſo cautiouſly keeping the Wind, is it 


not more reaſonable to infer, That they were con- 


vinced, by keeping to Windward, they might view 
us without Danger of being forced to an Engage- 


ment; or, if they found our Squadron divided and 
inferior to their own, they might attack us with 


Advantage ? By this Time, I flatter myſelt I 
have given a ſatisfactory Account, why I cou'd not 
proceed to Action, and hope I ſhall make appear 
as plain, that the Councils of War I call'd were 
neither fert nor fruitleſs. The two Points, on 
which I deſired to conſult the Captains under my 


Command at a Council of War, were, How I could 


beſt annoy the Enemy, and diſpoſe of the Two 
Forty-gun Ships ; the Appearance of the Enemy, 
and the Probability of our coming to an Engage- 
ment, making it impracticable to get their Rud- 
ders hung. The Points in Queſtion then aroſe 
from the Appearance of the Enemy, and it would 


have been ridiculous to have asked their Opinions, 


in regard to theſe Ships, before I knew whether 
their Rudders could be hung or not. How then 
can the Calling of the Council be ſaid to be 1l- 


timed, when it is plain I could not, with Propriety, 


have call 'd it at any other Time ?—or how can it 
be faid to be fruitleſs, when the Council were una- 


nimous in their Determination on the Point in De- 
bate, and that Determination was executed men all 


the Diſpatch poſſible? 


The 
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% For that I did not, during the whole of the 
ſame 1oth of June 1748, direct any one Ship or 
Frigate under my Command, to fail out of the 
ſaid Road, where the ſaid Squadron did then lie, 
in order to reconnoitre the Enemy, or to lay be- 
tween the ſaid Enemy's Ships and his Majeſty's 
{aid Squadron; tho* it was practicable : For the 
Harwich did fetch to Windward of his Majeſty's 
whole Squadron that very Day, in one Board from 


Ponticherry ; and cou'd, had ſhe been directed ſo 


to do, have fetched th Enemy's Squadron: And 
altho* I was, in the Evening of the ſame 10th of 
June 1748, adviſed by ſeveral Captains of the ſaid 
Squadron, to ſend out the Frigate or Frigates be- 
longing to the ſaid Squadron, with Orders to keep 
Sight of the faid Enemy, that his Majeſty's ſaid 
Squadron might, by help of Signals from the ſaid 


Frigates, purſue the Chace of. the ſaid Enemy's. 


Ships by Night; ſtill I did not ſend out any Fri- 


gate, and ſtill "ras to purſue the Chace of the 


ſaid Enemy, to the oreat Diſhonour of the Bri- 
tif Flag.” | 


It will appear, in Anſwer to this Article, That, 
from the firſt Appearance of the Enemy *till Four 
in the Afternoon, there was great Probability 


they deſigned to have engaged us: It was then my 


Duty to unite. my whole Force, that I might have 
them in Readineſs to draw into Order of Battle. 
By Four in the Afternoon the Harwich had join'd 
me; and ſoon after the Enemy brought to, as men- 
tioned in the preceding Article. Atter this Period, 
if the Harwich, or any other Frigate, could have 


work'd up to the Enemy, or even ſo near as to 


keep Sight of them, we certainly ought to have 
ſailed 


The Seventh Article of the Charge againſt me is, 
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( 127 ) 
failed with the whole Squadron; but this I main- 
tain was abſolutely impoſſible, and ſo far from 
nearing them, that every Trip would have greatly 
encreaſed the Diſtance between them. I dare affirm, 
there never was an Inſtance, at this Seaſon, of a 
Ship's getting to the Southward, by ſailing from 
any Road on this Coaſt with the Sea-wind. If then, 
| the Impoſlibility in the Execution with Reaſon de- 

ter d me from ordering the Frigates to attempt 
turning up to the Enemy whilſt the Day continued, 
I think the ſame Reaſon will hold good, whilſt the 
ſame Difficulties ſubſiſted, (for the Sea-Wind con- 
tinued to blow freſh ſeveral Hours after Sun-ſet) 
with the additional Darkneſs of the Night ; not- 
withſtanding I might be advis'd to it by Capt. Pow- 
lett, as he was going over the Side of the Princeſs 
Mary. It is affirm'd in this Article, that the Har- 
wich fetch'd to Windward of all the Squadron of 
our own Ships; and could, had ſhe been directed 
ſo to do, have fetch'd the Enemy s Squadron. I 
believe this will appear to be far from the Truth ; 
but, ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe, why had not 
Mr. Pozolett, or any of the Captains who thought 
ſuch a Step neceſſary, propoſed it to me, when call'd 
upon in Council of War to give their Opinions, 
what was the beſt Method I could take to annoy 
the Enemy! ? 
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The * and laſt Article of the Charge againſt 


me 18, 


For that I did cauſe the ſaid eos under 
my Command to anchor, and continue at Anchor, 
on the 11th of June 1748, during the whole Day, 
ſtill forbearing to purſue, or make any Attempt to 

- Purſue, the Chace of the ſaid Enemy's Ships; and 
by Means of forbearing to purſue the Chace of the 
laid Enemy, I ſuffered the Enemy to land Men, 

Money. 


( 128 ) 

Money, and Ammunition, for the Support of their 
Garriſons on Shore; which might have been pre- 
vented, if ſuch Chace had been purſued : So that, 
by the foregoing many Inſtances of Inactivity and 
bad Conduct in me, his Majeſty's Enemies were - 
prepared to fruſtrate the Attempts which I knew 
were intended by his Majeſty's Forces againſt thoſe 
very Garriſons; and by which Means his Majeſty's 
Naval Force, then in thoſe Parts, was brought into 
oreat Diſreſpect. HR 


In Anſwer to this Article it will appear, That, | 
in the Morning of the 11th of June, it being 
calm and a Current ſetting ſtrongly to Leeward, 1 
caus*'d the Squadron to anchor between Fort St. 
David and Ponticherry, and ſent my Boat to the 
former for Intelligence, being uncertain of what 
Rout the Enemy had taken. I had no more Rea- 
ſon to conclude they were to Leeward than to 
Windward : For, with the Offing and freſh Sea- 
breeze they had, they might have fetched Five or 
Six Leagues along the Coaſt to the Southward ; as 
is plain to any one who will examine the Draught 
of the Coaſt. Beſides, having had the Wind in the 
Night at N. W. they might, with that Wind, 
have ſtill advanc'd conſiderably higher; and it was 
as probable, if not more ſo, they intended to land 
their Reinforcement at Carrical as Madraſs. This 
was the Opinion of Mr. Floyer, Governor of Fort 
St. David, in his Letter to me of the roth. Indeed, 
by his Letter of the next Day's Date, he ſays, 
as he can receive no Intelligence of the Enemy to 
Windward, he ſuppoſes them gone to Madraſs. 
But, even ſuppoſing I had more Reaſon to conclude 
they were gone to Leeward than to Windward, - 
would have been an imprudent and raſh Step o 
this Preſumption, to have chaced to Leeward with 


the Squadron ; neither a I, whilſt I had any 
Regard 


3 


Regard to my Inſtructions, to have riſqued Fort 
S.. David, and it's Dependancies, on ſo preca- 
rious a Footing. How could I have anſwer d for 
the Loſs of Cuddalore, at this Time full of Stores 
and Proviſions for the Fleet and Garriſon, as well 
as Mercharidize ; beſides a conſiderable Quantity of 
Treaſure in the Company's Mint; a Place, tho' of 


the greateſt Conſequence, yet open and defenceleſs? 
How could T have anſwered for the Loſs of the El- 


tham then laying in Fort St. David's Road, with- 
out a Rudder and few Men on board, with ſeveral 
Merchanit-ſhips unrigg'd and diſmantled ? How, for 
the Deſtruction of the Water-Boats, which muſt 
have rendered Mr. Boſcawen's Expedition imprac- 
ticable? All theſe, with many other ill Conſe- 
quences, I had Reaſon to apprehend, had I gone 


to Leeward in Purſuit and on a wrong Scent, and 
left the Enemy to Windward of me. 


On the Strength then' of theſe Reaſons, I an- 
choted at Day-light, and ſent to the Governor of 
Fort St. David for Intelligence; and that there 
was good Reaſon appears from the Attack the French 


made on Cuddalore on the 17th, when they diſco- 


vered our Squadron was gone to Leeward. Their 


Miſcarriage in that Attempt, was more owing to 


the ill Conduct of their Officers, and the Miſtake 
of their Guides, than to the Strength of the Place: 
yet there is not the leaſt Probability they could 
have failed, had they been aſſiſted by their Ships. 
Immediately, on the Return of my Boat with the 
Governor's Anſwer, I called a Council of War, 
and acted in Purſuance of the Reſolutions taken 
there. But it muſt be obſerved, that, altho' the 
Squadron then went in Purſuit of the Enemy only 
20 Leagues to Leeward, we were near 11 Days, 


| notwithſtanding all poſſible Means uſed, in-recover- 
ing our Station at Fort Sr. David. This Cireum- | 


ſtance alone 1 Is certainly a Proof of the Impoſſibility 
| | there 
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there was of my forcing the 3 to an Engage- 
ment, and of the Reaſonableneſs of my acting with 
the utmoſt Caution before I proceeded. to Leeward. 
In order further to ſupport my Defence, it will 
be proper for me to acquaint this Court, That, 
tho' my Conduct was diſapproved by Capt. Powlett 
on the Day the French appeared off Fort St. Da- 
vid, it met with the Approbation of the Gover- 
nor and Council of Fort St. David; as appear 
by their Letters to the Directors of the Eaft-India 
Company. And I may thank Capt. Powlett for 
having it in my Power to communicate the Con- 
tents thereof, and another Letter from the Gover- 
nor only, to this Court. For it appears, by a Let- 
ter I received from Mr. James Secretary to the Di- 
rectors, that Capt. Powlett, by Letter of the 3oth of 
May laſt, acquainted them that a Court Martial was 
ordered to be held to enquire. into my Conduct 
when an Enemy's Squadron appeared off Fort &. 
David on the 1oth of June 1748; and that he ap- 
Prehended it, would be neceſſary, that Governor 
Floyer's and the Council of Fort St. David's Let: 
ters, relating to that Affair, ſhould be laid before 
the Court; and that, as he was Profecutor for the 
Crown, it was his particular Duty to apply for them, 
and deſired Copies, of the ſaid Letters ſo far as re- 
lated to that Affair: Which Letter having been 
laid before the Court of Directors, they ordered 
Extracts from the Governor and Council of Fort 
St. David's general Letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated 2d of September 1748, and Governor Floyer's 
Letter to the Secret Committee, dated 20th of 
Ju 1748, to be ſent to Capt. Powlert.; and at 
the ſame Time were pleaſed to command their Se- 
cretary, to ſend me Copies of the before · mention d 
Extracts. X 
_ Here it may be obſerved, wane Powlett was 
fiſhing for Matters againſt me; but as he was dil- 
ap- 
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appointed, and the Extracts ſcem to me to be an 
Approbation of my Conduct, on the Day I am 
charged with Miſconduct, I muſt beg Leave to 
mention them here. 


Extraf? of a Tetter from Charles Floyer, Eo; dated 


at Fort St. David the 20th July 1748, to the Se- 


cret Committee of the United Company of Merchants 
Kaan to the Eaſt- Indies. 


c HE French, having Carrical and Madraſs, 
beſides Ponticherry, on this Coaſt, will 

mi it very difficult for Admiral Griffin, with the 
Ships he has at pr eſent, to block up all thoſe 
Places; nor would it be ſafe for him to attempt it, 
*till he can learn which Way the French Fleet is 

bound. That Gentleman has always had a particu- 


lar Regard for the Company's Intereſt ever ſince he 


has been in India, and been a Protector to this 
Place; and, altho' he has met with many croſſing 
Accidents," he has carried on the Service with great 
Chearfulneſs; and I hope Fortune will yet favour 
him with a Reward due to his Merit, as in my Opi- 
nion no Man deſerves it better than himſelf, 

N The Lively Man of War, being on her Station 
n Carrical and Negapatam the gth ultimo, 
ſaw Nine Sail, viz. Eight Ships and a Sloop; 
which the Captain ſoon perceived to be French by 
their Manner of working. One of the largeſt im- 


mediately chaſed her, and continued fo for Five 


Hours; but ſhe got ſafe into our Road about Nine 
at Night. The French Ship left off the Chace a 
little to the Northward of Tranquebar. The next 
Day, about Two o' Clock, they appeared in Sight 
from; the Southward, and came down with an eaſy 
Sail in Four Leagues Offing, it being a ſtrong Sea- 
wind. At Six, they were near abreaſt of the Fort; 

ey, then tacked: and ſtood to the Southward ; and 
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as ſoon as it was dark, they tacked again for the 


Northward. Our Squadron lay ready at Anchor, 


with their Sails looſe, waiting a proper Opportunity 
to attack them, ſhould they paſs to the Northward. 
At near Twelve, our Squadron weighed to prevent 
their getting into Ponticherry, which happily ſuc- 
ceeded, if they had ſuch Deſign. The next Morn- 
ing not one French Ship was to be ſeen, and, not 
ö knowing for Certainty if they were paſt our Squa- 
dron, our Squadron came to an Anchor to the 
N. E. of Ponticberry Road, and remained there that 
Day, and at Night failed for the Northward. 
The 13th we received Advice, that the Eight 
French Ships and a Sloop put into Madraſs Road 
the xith, at about Four in the Afternoon; and 
after landing, 250 Europeans, 50 Coffrees, and about 
150 Cheſts of Treaſure, Seven of the Ships ſailed 
that Night, burwhither bound we have no 


Account of. The Ship left in Madraſs Road, and 


{till remains there, is the Princeſs Amelia. The 
Sloop is Dutch, and was taken off Ceylon, with a 
Quantity of Gunpowder on board. Our Squadron 
went in Sight of Madraſs Road; and ſeeing only 
One Ship and a Sloop, they determined upon re- 
turning hither again. The Admiral diſpatch*d 


the Swallow Snow to Vizagapatam, and. the Lively | 
to Ballaſore, to get Intelligence of the Enemy J 


Ships, if they are gone that Way. 


It 1s certain, that the French Ships. did not 


put in any where on this Coaſt for Advices, not 


even at Carrical. I am aſſured of the Truth e 


by the Syrang of a Boat that accompanied them 
from Nagore, and have the ſame Adyices ſince 
from Tranquebar. It is ſaid, theſe Ships came upon 
the Coaſt in Conformity to a Scheme ſent to. the 
Illands in January by the Cybelle, a ſmall; Ship, 


adviſing, that ſeveral of our Ships had ſuffered 


very much in a Storm; : that ſome were actually 


loſt. 


( 133 ) 

loft in it; and that their Ships might make an eaſy 
Conqueſt of thoſe that remained. Beſides, they, 
expected they would be divided, as they were laſt 
Year, at Madraſs, Ponticherry, and to the South- 
ward; but it luckily happened, there was none to 
the Northward. The French Ships ſoon perceived 
the Miſtake, and kept to Windward in a great 
Offing, as before mentioned. | _ 

The French give out, they are gone to Bengal, 
on Purpoſe, I gueſs, for us to ſend our Squadron 
thither, that they might fall upon us, as they are 
watching every Opportunity ſo to do. Herewith 
come the Names of the French Ships, by the beſt 
Account I can get of them. It is reported, they 
are much in Want of Water and Proviſions ; and 
it is my Opinion, they are either gone to Merguy, 
Achin, or to ſome Port to the Eaſtward, and to 


come upon the Coaſt. again, when they think our 


1 i * 


Squadron is gone from it.“ 


Extrali of 4 Letter from the Preſident and Council of 


Fort St. David, dated the 2d September 1748, to 


the Court of Directors of the United Company of 


Merchants of England trading to the Faſt-Indies, 


cc A Greeable to your Honours Directions, we 


II ſhould have diſpatched your Ship Lap- 
wing to the Bay with a Supply of Rupees: But on 
the 10th of June, two Days after her Arrival, ap- 
_ peared in Sight Eight French Ships, who ſtood for 


our Road, *till we could diſcern their Hulls very 


plain, when they hauled to the Faſtward, and kept 
a good Offing *till Sun-ſet, at which Time they 
tacked and ſtood to the Southward ; but this was 
only a Feint, for as ſoon as it was dark they tack'd 
again and ſtood to the Northward. At this Time 
Mr. Griffin was at Anchor in our Road in the Prin- 
ceſs Mary, with the Exeter, York, Harwich, Preſ- 
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(14) | 
ton, Eu ham, Pearl, Medway's Prize, and Lively; 
beſides the Vinchelſea, Bombay-Caſtle, and Exeter, 
belonging to your Honours ; and about Eleven 
that Night weighed, and ſtood to the Northward, | 
to prevent their getting into Ponticherry, which they 
never attempted, but went to Madraſs, where they 
landed fome Military and Treaſure, the Quantity 
we can't be certain of; and, after about Two 
Hours Stay, failed away again; leaving the Prin- 
ceſs Amelia, who was an Hoſpital Shin p, and a 
Sloop, behind them. All the next Day, Mr. 
Griffin lay off Ponticherry ; but ſeeing nothing of 
the Enemy, the next Night he faifd for Ma Faß, 
where, arriving too late, he thought proper to re- 
turn back; and arrived here again the aa 0 


From the Sußcheber of theſe Letters, 5 the 
Time there was between the Writing them, I hope 
this Court are fully convinced, that the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David approved of my 
Conduct: For had I, in their Opinion, been 
thought culpable, or remiſs © in my Duty, or acted 
otherwiſe than for the Good of the Service, I dare 
ſay, it will be allowed, they would not have 
ſcreened my Miſconduct from the Directors of the 
£9ft-India Company. Theſe Letters cannot be 
looked upon to be wrote without T hought : For it 
appears, that Governor Floyer's Letter is dated the 
20th of Fuly 1748, and that of the, Governor and 
Council the 2d of September following ; which is a 
Proof the Matter was thoroughly weighed and con- 
ſidered. They knew the Danger and Injuſtice it 
would have been to write home Untruths, which 
could not be ſupported; eſpecially as, they were 
convinced, I left nothing undone for the Good of 
the Service. | 

I ſhall treſpaſs no farther on your Time; but 
lay before Jour! a Letter from the TIN of the 


* 


1 
Admiral ty, in which you will obſerve, the Protec- 
tion of the Company's Settlements on this Coaſt i Is 
enforced as the moſt eſſential Service, and the prin- 
cipal Qtzert of * Care and Attention. 7 


AT Later Few, as. Secretary. Corbett, to Thomas 
| Griffin, £45 &c. 


by ft, the I 8% Nov. 1746. 
1 1. R, | 


Hope this wil find you ſafely arived inthe 
| Indian Ly 75 and that you meet with good 
Succeſs againſt, his Majeſty's. Enemies. 
37 c Their rdſhips obſerving that Commodore 
Barnett complain'd of the Reſtraint of his Orders, 
and that he ga they would occaſion him 


to loſe ſome AVantagey he might otherwiſe have | 


d 4 4 4 *%£ 


{ 2 to be ſo formed bee as to ſuit with all 
Occaſions of employing his Majeſty's s Ships in 
your Seas, their Lordſhips confide in your Prudence, 

When any Caſes. occur unprovided for by your In- 
ſtructions, of doing better Service upon the Enemy 
than is contained in thoſe Inſtructions; and that the 

' | ſame can be performed without any Prejudice to the Ef 
_ential Service of protecting the Company's Trade and 


ut Settlements, which is to be your principal Object of A 
he lention; and you are to call a Cunſultation of Captains, 
d- und to proceed according” as ſhall be there determined. 


8 e 


* 
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*I herewith ſend you a Copy of a Letter from 
Mr. Mole, Secretary to the Eaft-India Company, 
which will inform you of the Sentiments of the 
Secret Committee, with regard to your Inſtruc- 
tions, and of the Orders they have ſent to their Gover- 
nors to ſpare no Expence to gain Intelligence of the 
Enemy's Motions, and to communicate the ſame to you; 
and alſo of their Requeſt, that you ſhould have a par- 
ticular Regard to the Protection of their principal 
Settlements at * Fort St. George and Bengal, as 
much the greateſt Part of their Trade is carried on in 
thoſe Parts; which their Lordſhips do accordingly di- 
rect you to do. 5 Se ok ES 
There having been taken, in a French Ship 
of War called the Mars, lately brought into Ply- 
mouth by Capt. Saumarez in his Majeſty's Ship the 
Nottingham, a Paper containing a Project formed by 
a Frenchman for diſtreſſing the Engh;fþ Trade in the 
Zaſt-Indies, dated at St. Germain en Laye, the 4th 
of October 1745; which Paper appears to be drawn 
by a Perſon perfectly acquainted with the Naviga- 
tion in thoſe Parts, and, if carried into Execution, 
either in the whole or in part, might be attended 
with the moſt miſchievous and fatal Conſequences 
to the Company's Trade, I am commanded by 
their Lordſhips to ſend you incloſed a Copy thereof, 
for your mssen; as alſo to enable you to 
countermine the Operations of the Enemy, if there 
ſhall be Occaſion. | : 
« The Secret Committee, having requeſted 
that a new Signal may be forthwith ſent gut to you 
for knowing the Men of War and the Company's 
Ships that will proceed this Year to India, I ſend you 
herewith a Signal for that Purpoſe ; as alſo Copies 


of Letters from the Commiſſioners of the Navy and 
| 3 „ 


Fort S. George being in the Enemy's Hands before Admiral 
Griffin arrived in the Eaſt- Indies, Fort St. David became the 
principal Settlement on that Coaſt. ro ale OM 
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Victualling, relating to the Naval Stores and Pro- 
viſions they are ſending out for the Uſe of the Squa- 
dron under your Command: and, wiſhing you 
Succeſs | in all your Operations, I remain, 


. 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
THOMAS CORBETT. 
Tromas GRIFFIN, Eſq, 
66 * a Council of War held on board his 


Majeſty's Ship the Princeſs Mary, in Fort 
St. David's Road, the 10th of June 1748. 


PRESEN T. 15 


Tuo. GrIFF1 x,E/q;Commander i in Chief of a Squadron 
of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the Eaſt-Indies, 


Capt. Harry Powlett, Capt. William Boys, 


John Amberſ}, Thomas Griſſin, 
: Rich. Tiddeman, Tim. Nucella, 
William Holmes, Hyde Parker. 


* The Commodore called the Council to aſk 
their Opinion, what Method they think beſt to en- 
gage the Enemy, who they perceive are coming 
down upon them, in the preſent State of the Squa- 
dron, TWO of which, viz. the Pearl and Eliham, 
are without their Rudders. The Council were of 
Opinion, that the beſt Method would be, to diſ- 
arm one of the Fortv-gun Ships to mann the reſt of 
* Squadron, who are conſiderably ſhort of Com- 

| plement; 


68% 


the reſt of the Squadron: In conſequence of which, 
we have hereunto ſet our Hands, 


Trnomas GRIFFIN, 
Harry Powlett, 
Milliam Boys, 
John Amberſt, 
| . Thomas Griffin, 
4 Rich. Tiddeman, 
| , Tim. Nucella, 
i | | | William Holmes, 
| ak | | Hyde Parker.” 


| 4 | e I. Cad i, War held on 3 * Ma- 


jeſty's Ship the Princeſs Mary, off of Ponti- 


cherry Road, the 11th of Fune 1 748: 
PR 1 S ENT. 


Tuo. GR rex, q; Commander in Chief of a Squadron 
of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the Eaſt. Indies, 


Capt. Harry Powlett, Capt. Phillip Carteret, 


Jobn Amberſt, Womas Griſin, 
Jim. Nucella, | Vn. Holmes, 
** Parker. 


2 eee wrote a Letter toCharle 
Floyer, Eſq; Governor of Fort S:. David, for In- 


telligence of the Enemy? s Squadron, and the Boat 


returning without any ; he called a Council, and 
aſked their Opinions which Way would be the beſt 
to gain Queſt of the Enemy; who were unant- 
mouſly of Opinion, it would be beſt to go down 
| tÞ 


plement ; and the other to go upon Service, with 
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to the Northward to look into Madraſs : In conſe- 
quence of which, we have hereunto ſet our Hands, 


TrHomMas GRIFFIN, 
Harry Powlett, 
Pͤzpillip Carteret, 
John Amberſt, 
Thomas Griſin, 
Tim. Nucella, 
William Holmes, 
Hyde Parker. 


T a Council of War held on board his 
Majeſty's Ship the Princeſs Mary, at Sea, 


off of cdl. the 1 3th of June 1748. 


PHEESENT. 


Tno.GrrrriN „Ei; Commander in Chief of a Setra 
of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the Eaſt-Indies, 


Capt. Harry Powlett, Capt. Phillip Carteret, 


Jobn Amberſt, © Thomas Griff, 
Rich. Tiddeman, | Tim. Nucella, 
William Holmes, Hyde Parker. 


C The Commodore, Wa A called a Council, 


and laid before them the Intelli igence he received 


from a Dutch Ship, at Anchor in Cobelong Road 
Yeſterday Evening, that on the 11th at Noon he 
ſaw Eight Sail of Ships, Four or Five of which 
were large Ships, and the reſt not very large, paſs 
him about Two Leagues off Shore to the Northward; 
he aſked their Opinions, whether it would be beſt 
to go to the Northward in queſt of the Enemy, or 
return to Fort St. David. The Council were 
3 — una- 


( 140 ) | | | 
unanimouſly of Opinion, that it would be beſt to 
return with the Squadron to Fort St. David, and 
ſend the Lively and Company's Sloop Swallow to 
the Northward for Intelligence; as it is their Opi- 
nions, that Fort Sr. David and the Bounds were of 
too much Conſequence to be riſqued upon an Un- 
certainty of meeting the Enemy: In conſequence 
of we have hereunto ſet our Hands, 
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3 Harry Powlett, 

1 Phillip Carteret, 

3 John Amherſt, 

| Thomas Griffn, 

| Rich. Tiddeman, 

4 Tim. Nucella, 

1 William Holmes, 

N | Hyde Parker. 
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cc A T a Council of War held on board his 

| X Majeſty's Ship the Princeſs Mary, in Fort 

| 3 St. David's Road, the 26th of June 1748. 
FRE S ENT. 

Tro.Gr1rr1n,E/q; Commander in Chief of a Squadron 

of bis Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the Eaſt. Indies, 

Capt. Phillip Carteret, Capt. John Amherſt, 

Tho. Grifm, Niab. Tiddeman, 


Tim. Nucella, Milliam Holmes. 


-— 
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4 The Commodore, having read to the Coun- 
cil the Copy of a Letter he wrote to the Governor 
= and Council of Fort St. David, dated the 23d In- 
_ ſtant, deſiring to have a State of the Garriſon, -and 
= whether they think themſelves of ſufficient Strength 
| to defend the Fort and Bounds againſt the * 

0 | | that 


t 
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| that he might lay it before a Council, for their 
Opinions, whether it may not be proper to go in 


queſt of the Enemy's Squadron, to Bengal or any 

where elſe, where we may receive Intelligence that 

they are gone: | | 
And the Commodore, having alſo laid before 


them the Governor and Council's Anſwer to the 
above, dared the 24th, incloſing the State of their 


Garriſon, and their Opinions thereupon ; and the 


Report of Major Lawrence, and the Company's 


Engineer Mr. Delavaux, in which they give it as 
their Opinions, that Cuddalore and the Bounds can- 
not be defended with the preſent military Force 
they have: The Fort itſelf they judge may be main- 
tained and preſerved, but that it will require 500 


Men (excluſive of their preſent military Force) to 


put them out of the Reach of Infult and in a State 


of Safety; and have intreated the Commodore to 
communicate to the Governor the Reſult of our 
Councils upon this Subject, that he may determine 
upon ſuch Meaſures as may beſt ward the Blow 


their Enemies may intend againſt them : 


The Commodore, having upon this defired 


the Council to give him their Opinions what is 
beſt to be done in the preſent critical Juncture of 


Affairs, and what Anſwer ſhould be fent the Go- 


vernor, they were unanimouſly of Opinion to return 
the Governor and Council the Company's Ships 
that ferve now in the Squadron; as alſo the Mili- 
tary belonging to the Company that are on Board 
the King's Ships; and that a Letter be wrote to 
the Governor and Council for their dire& Anſwer, 


whether they can, with their own Military and the 


Military belonging to the Company on board the 


King's Ships, defend the Fort and it's Dependen- 
cies againft any Attempts of the Enemy: If ſo, the 


Commodore and Council are determined to go in 
Queſt of the Enemy's Squadron either to Bengal, or 
; Er | 1 wWhere- 
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wherever they may receive any Intelligence of them: 
In conſequence of which, we have hereunto ſet our 
Hands, 6 
THOMAS ovens: 
Phillip Carteret, 
Jobn Amherſt, 
Thomas Griffm, 
Rich. Tiddeman, 
Tim. Nucella, 
William Holmes. 


Evidence for the Priſoner. 


2 Fiſher, Captain of an Eaſt- India Company” $ 
Ship, called into Court, and ſworn. 

Court. You are to anſwer to ſuch Queſtions as 

ſhall be aſked you by Mr. Griffin, relating to his 

Conduct and Behaviour off Fort St. David. Give 


an Account of the Current on that Day, the 10th 


of June, if you remember? 
4. On the 1oth of June, I was in 7. rincomaul. 


Priſoner. Pleaſe to give an Account of the Cur- 


rent, when J ordered you to the Southward? 

A. I was upwards of Five Weeks in getting up. 

9. What Diſtance is 7 incomaul from F ort S.. 
David? 

A. About Eighty Leagues. I left Fort Si. De 
did the 15th of April, — it was the 25th of the 


next Month before I got to Trincomaul, the Cur- 


rents were ſo ſtrong. I. never failed anchoring 
twice a Day ; in the mean Time, we had no Breeze; 
but after Twelve Days, I got to Negapatam, and 
then the S. W, Monſoon came on. I only one 
Day ſtood out of anchoring Ground, having a 
Breeze more than common, and there was a freſh 
Current, and the Wind died away then, and the 
firſt Land I could make was Ponticherry, This 


Was 


ot 


G 


w] 


. 


was in going from Fort St. David, and I had got 


to the Southward of Negapatam; and only going 


Four Hours out of anchoring Ground, I could not 


get hold of the Ground, the Current was ſo ſtrong, | 


till I got to Ponticherry, Thirty or Forty Leagues. 
The high-Land was the firſt Land I made. I ob- 
ſerved the Current then ; ſometimes it went three 
Knots anda Half.” After we got out of Soundings, 
I was, I think, Six Days in getting Three Leagues 


from Fort AY David, and I anchored twice a 


Day. 
2 How did the Currents unn run in Sound- 
ings? 

A. Sometimes more, add ſometimes leſs; fome- 
times they would run Two or Three Knots, and 
again 'they would be but One and a Half. | 

Q. Are they ſtronger in Shore, or in the Offing? 


A. They are ſtronger in the Offing. There is 


but little Difference between Eighteen Fathoms and 


Six; I could not find any great Difference: I have 
run Ninety Knots in Twenty-four-Hours, and in 


the Morning have not made Two Miles of South- 


Ground *till we got higher up. I was once Five 


Days in getting Six Miles Southward from Fort S-. 
David, and Capt. Weſton was Five Days in Setting 
to Negapatam. 

| 9, Where was you on thi roth? 

A. At Trincomaul. 

2; What Diſtance is that to Windward a ef F ort 
$1. David? 
A. Five-and-thirty or Fe orty Leagues. 

Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Capt. Hutchinſon, Captain of anZaft-India Company's 
Ship, called into Court, and ſworn. 
. Court. Pleaſe to relate to the Court, and anſwer 


what Queſtions ſhall be aſked you, relating to the 


Con- 


£166). 

Conduct and Behaviour of Vice-Admiral Griffin, in 
the Months of May and June 1748. Tell what you 
know of the Currents on the 1oth of June, or any 
other Part of the Tranſactions of that A 

A. The 10th of June was the Day —ç the In- 
formation of the French. I did not try the Current, 
I know by being in a Boat, that it run to the 
Northward. 

2. At what Rate? 

A, I cannot judge well of that, any more 4 
that it did run to the Northward. 

Priſener. Do you think we could have brought 
the Enemy to Action that Day, if we had failed ? 

A. Not unleſs they had pleaſed : It was quite 
entirely in their Breaſt, in my Opinion, either to 
have fought or not. | 

Court. Do you know any thing elſe material? 

A cannot ſay I do. 

D. Do you know why the Admiral did not fail 
in the Morning, when the Land Wind blow'd off? 

A. 1 cannot give any Reaſon why he ſhould fail: 
He might have got to Windward, but then the 
Enemy could ſee our Fleet Six or Seven Leagues, 
as it was a clear Morning ; and if they had found 
that the Admiral had got Ground, if they had a 
Mind, they likewiſe might have got Ground. If 
indeed they had been no further off in the Morning, 
than they were at Six in the Afternoon, then I 
think there might have been a Chance of forcing 
them to an Engagement: But we did not fee them 
till between Twelve and One. Till then he did 
not know but they might have taken the Rout 
to the Nothward without wording in Sight of Fort 
St. David's Road. 

Priſoner. Could not the 1 have banded 
their Men and Money to Windward of Fort St. 
David, and not have come in Sight of it? j 


1 145) 
4h Undoubtedly: They had a Settlement at 
Carrical about Fifteen Leagues off Fort St. David's. 

34 ben the Witneſs withdrew. 


Mr. Woodſon, late Maſter of the Preſton, called 
into Court, and ſworn. | 

Court. You are to anſwer ſuch Queſtions as ſhall 
be aſked you, by Vice-Admiral Griffin and the 
Court relating to his Conduct and Behaviour at 
Fort St. David's. You are to give an Account of 
what you know that Day, the roth of June. Lou 
was Maſter of the Preſton ? 

A. Yes: At Five in the Morning a Signal was 
made for the Harwich to join the Squadron, and at 
the ſame Time the Foretopſail was looſed. The 
Wind was then S. S. W. At Six the Signal was 
made for Capt. Amberſt, on board the Admiral. 
The Wind came to the S. E. at Eleven in the 
Morning. 

Q: Directly to the S. E. at once? 

A, Immediately a light Breeze to the S. E. at 
Eleven, as it generally does ; at which Time the 
Harwich tacked: At Noon ſhe bore N. E. + E. 


from our Squadron. Ar One in the Afternoon we 


diſcovered the French Ships bearing about S. S. E. 
the Wind as before. About Four o' Clock they 
brought to, their Fleads to the Eaſtward; at Five, 
they made Sail; near about Six, they tacked and 
ſtood to. the Southward : The Center of the Squa- 
dron then bore about S. E. by E. They conti- 
nued ſtanding to the Southward *till about Half 
an Hour after Six, when I took my laſt Bearings 
and Diſtance; then the Center of the Squadron 
was near about S. E.. the Diſtance about Seven or 
Eight Miles, the Wind ſtill freſh as before. Then 
we were buly in getting under Sail, and I ſaw no 
more OE the French — after that Time. Fu 

1 


24 4 
| 
— A . "Ie 2 _ L 
* e F ²˙·—.à ü aaa ent 73 
I —— wn A EE EEE — — — 


OE OPER” * 
— — tho 


r — 2 _— 
: N . Rn 3 y "Shur rol 2 TR r * — rr Je pI: 2 IF =. 
- 8 OI 
* — — ——̃ N oh 
* — — E * Dr oy 


(146) 
9. Do you remember whether you tried any of 


| the Currents ? | 


AH. Yes, in Five Years Practice I found that 
from January to September, they ſet to the North- 
ward, at the Rate of a Knot, or a Knot and a Half. 
They ſet according to the Direction of the Shore 
from that Time to the Northward. I was once in 
June Seven Days in going Eight Leagues. Sa 
2, Did you try the Current on the roth of 


June? 


No. | | 
At what Rate do you imagine it went ? 


4 bout a Knot and a Half. I tried it ſo of- 


ten, I thought it needleſs to do it then. 
2. Could the Squadron have gone to Sea at any 


time that Morning before the Sea-breeze ſet in ? 
aL "A 08. 
2. Can you tell what prevented them? KB 
A. I apprehend the taking the Men from the 
Hoſpital, and the ſhifting the Men from thoſe Ships 
that were not capable of going to Sea. 
Did the Harwich come in one Board from 


Ponticherry ? 
A. Notin one Board ; ſhe ſtood off c on one Tack, | 


and came in with andiker. The Harwich could 


not come up to them. 
Then the Mines withdrew. 


David Sutherland, late Maſter of the Exeter, called 


into Court, and ſworn. 

Court. Pleaſe to give the Court an Account of 
the Current on the 10th of ue? 

A. I believe it run about a Knot, or ſcarcely a 
Knot. 

Q: Did you try the Current? | 

A. No; but I ſaw it along-fide. I never tried it 
but on the coming in of the Monſoon, and then it 
run from Half a Knot to Two Knots 


9, 


EX 
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S Do you remember what Number of Men 


you had ſick at the Hoſpital that Day? 


A. We received e Men from the Hoſ- 
pital that Noon. 
Priſoner. Do you think that by falling any Part 


of that Day, we could have brought the Enemy 
to Action? 


A. No, I'm certain to the contrary, except they 


had had a Mind. 


Court. What do you judge i it was, that prevented 
the Admiral from going to Sea in the Morning on 
the roth of June? 


A. I imagine it was on Account of his wanting 
the Men diſtributed. We received Fifty Men 


from the Elibam and Ten Barrels of Powder, about 
Two in the Afternoon. 

2, How was the Land-wind ? 

A. S. W. in the Morning about Day-light:- 


About Eight o'Clock, S. S. W. At Eleven 
S. by W. and at Noon, to the Eaftward of the 


S. by E. 

. Did it blow freſſn? | 

A. But a moderate 3 in the Morning, bat 
a little Wind from Nine *till Noon. 

9. Admitting the Admiral had failed at Nine 

O'Clock, could he have got an Offing without 

loſing Ground! e 

1 imagine not; betnat we muſt have laid 
our Heads to the S. E. We ſhould not have made 
a Courſe better than Eaſterly, and it would have 


been worſe when the Current came abroadſide. 


Priſoner. Would not the failing in the Morning 
have hindered us in the neceſſary Steps of getting 
the Men from the Hoſpital ? 

A. It was Noon before we had them, and I queſ- 
tion whether they could have got off to us, if we 
had failed out of the Road ; it was Noon, and if 

2-4 / we 
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we had gone farther off, we ſhould have been later, 
and probably we could not have got to Windward. 
Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Mr. Edward Bailey, late Maſter of the Eltham, 
called into Court, and ſworn. 

Court, You are to anſwer ſuch Queſtions as * 

Admiral Griſſin ſhall aſk you, relating to his Beha- 


viour at Fort St. David. Did you try the Cur- 


rent that Day? 

A. Yes, it run One 3 N. N. E. 

©. On the 10th of June ? 

„ 

Priſoner. Could we by failing have brought the 
Enemy to Action ? 

A. We might have got Ground, but we never 
could get near the Enemy : There might be a Poſ- 
ſibility of getting Five or Six Leagues; but we 
never could force them to Action or get to Wind- 
ward of them, unleſs they had pleaſed. 

O. And unleſs you had failed better? 

A. We were all foul Ships: We were Eighteen 
Months: foul. 

Prijſoncr. The Princeſs Mary had never been cleaned 

from Auguſt 1746 1 June 1748. 


gron? ? 

A. No, we were not the outermoſt. _ 

9. Can you tell why the Admiral did not fail 
in the Morning on the 1oth of une? 

A. The Squadron was employed in getting Men 
from the Hoſpital, in the Morning. Our Boat did 
not return *till Two. If we had made a S. E. by 8. 
Courſe, we might have gone Four Miles: Then 
the French were to Windward ſtill; they never 
would have come down near us, nor ſuffer us to 
come to Action: . had the Wind, they could 


have 


| Court. Was Bone Ship the outermoſt of the . | 
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have come down when they pleaſed. - We. were 
about three Miles from the Port. 
D. Did you think that the Harwich could have 


ferchied the French Fleet? 


A. I do not think we could hwy fetched the 
ſternmoſt Ship by Five Miles; and had the Har- 
wich been-nearer, they tacked, and the Wind was 
S. W. had ſhe tacked then, ſhe would not have 
fetched them. I was ſent down to ſee the Powder 
ſafely delivered, and our Captain did not return 
from the Council *till Half an Hour paſt Three. 
We turned 110 Men over, and before the laſt 
Men went from the Ship it was Five o'Clock.. 

are 7, hen the i ng witharew. I 


Jou Martin, late Mate of the Princeſs Mary, 
N called into Court, and ſworn. 
Court. What was you on Board ? 
A. Maſter's Mate. | 
Lou are to anſwer ſuch Queſtions as ſhall be 
aſked by Mr. Griffin, concerning his Conduct. 


Pray what did you obſerve of the Current on the 


10th of June? 
A. 1 was ſent away in the Long. boat wha the 


Lieutenant came on board in the Evening of the 


gth. It was very dark, and I did not meet with 
the Buoy ; and I lay all Night: The Current was 


fo ftrong, that there was a Jolly-boat coming up, 


and they ſaid they could not get up. I got hold 
of the Buoy of the Stream Anchor, juſt as the Ad- 
miral came on Board; and I was hauled on Board 


by the Stream Anchor: 


Q, At what Time was that? 
A. At Five I tried the Current, and found t it to 
go One Knot and Five Fathoms, when I got aboard. 
Priſoner. Did you hear me give any Orders, 
with ** to the net 3H 
1 
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A. T heard the Admiral give Orders to Mr. Fra- 
= who was then the Maſter, to ſet the Enemy. 
Court. In the Morning what Orders did you tt 
hear the Admiral give? | 
A. I was in the Long-boat ha the Admiral | 
got on Board. In the Afternoon, the Admiral oF 
ordered the Maſter to go upon the Poop to ſet the 
French Squadron ; and that if we could lay within 


Two Points of them, to give Notice, and have 9 

ry Thing ready for weighing. | 

2 Could the Harwich have fetched the Enemy* 8 tl 
Squadron that Day? 5 

A. No, I think it impoſſible: The Harwich at L 

Three bore E. N. E. Diſtance about Two Miles. 

The Wind was S. 15 and the Frencb bore about 

S. E. | al 

| They the Witneſs withdrew. fi 

9 


Mr. Haman, late . Ad miral's Secretary, called 
into Court, and ſworn. | 4 

Priſoner. You are one of the Evidences to ſup- 

port the Charge, and you was by at the Council of 

War: Did you hear me adviſed to ſail on the roth 

of Fune at the Council of War? | 

A. I did not hear any ſuch Advice given. 
©. They intended to have the Reſult altered: 

Did you hear any Thing of that? 
A. I never heard it mentioned by any One to 


have any Addition made'to the Minutes. b 
Q; At the next Day's Council was a Letter of r 
Advice from Governor Floyer rejected, and by ſe 
whom? L 
A. It was rejected by Capt. Powlett. | -Y 
© Was it permitted to be read or not * 8 
A. It was not read. — 


| - Pleaſe to name, to the beſt of your Remem- 2 
brance, x who the Captains were that rejected it ? 2 1 


a 
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A. Capt. Powlett and Captain Carteret objected 
to it's being read, as coming from the Governor 
of Fort St. David. They ſaid they had nothing 


to do with it. - 


O. Who elſe objected to it? 
A. I am not poſitive; but I think Capt. Amberſt 


Q. Can you recolle& any more Gentlemen that 
objetted ro uf; 2 :; | 

A. No, I know it was rejected. a | 
Q: Do you think the Gentlemen behaved with 
that Decency that was proper ? 

A. I cannot ſay, unleſs their objecting to the 


Letter might be eſteemed an Indecency. 


Priſoner. J have, to ſtrengthen the Evidence 
about not being adviſed to fail, a Paper which was 


ſigned in the Eaſt-Indies by Capt. Holmes, who is 
ſince dead. 


To which the Judge-Advocate objected, but the 
Court over-ruled the ſame ; and Mr. Haman, hav- 

ing been ſwore to the Hand- writing of the deceaſed * 

Capt. Holmes, the Paper was admitted as Evidence 
into Court, and read as fuch by the Fudge-Advacate. 
But as no * Copy of it was reſerved, |the very 
Words cannot be inſerted, but the Purport was as 
A ſcandalous and malicious Report having 


been induſtriouſly put abroad, to aſperſe the Cha- 


racter of Commodore Griffin (now Rear-Admiral) 


ſetting forth, that he was adviſed at a Council of 


War, held on the 1oth of June 1748, when a 


Squadron of the Enemy appeared in Sight off Fort 


St. David, to fail immediately : cc. TOO 


. 


Mr. Griffin having applied to the Lords of the Admiralty for 
a Copy of this Paper, they did accordingly order the ſame to 


be given him: But the Judge - Advocate excuſed himſelf, on ac- 


count of the Minutes being miſlaid. 
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« We, whoſe Names are underwritten, for the 


| ſake of Truth, and to do Juſtice to that Gentle- 
man's injured Character, do hereby declare, that 
we aſſiſted at that Council; but neither gave, nor 
heard any ſuch Advice given, to Mr. Griſſin, 


which we are ready to teſtify upon Oath, if re- 


quired. 
Dated at Trincomaul the - 
(Signed ) 
WILLIAM HoLMESs. 
| | Hypz PakKER.'": 
JohN Haman, Sec. | 1 3 : 


of — 1748. 


Mr. Haman's Evidence continued. 
Priſoner. Did not I order you to make a Minute 
of the Behaviour of the Gentlemen at the Council 
of War? 
A. I believe you did of their refuſing to have 
the Letter read. 
9. Do you remember any thing of my writing 


in the Morning to the Surgeon, to prepare the 


Men for going off to the proper Ships? 


A. No; I did write ſuch a Letter, and ſent it off. 


+. Did you write to Governor Floyer, that he 
would give Orders too in the Morning ? 
e. | 

Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


The Pines addreſsd himſelf to the Court, and ſaid, 


When the Enemy were coming down the Gentlemen 
agreed with me in Opinion, that we ſhould come jo Ac- 
tion: Would it not then have been abſurd 1 have 
given Advice about ſailing, when it was g 
agreed that we ſhould ? The Motion of the 3 
would have made it void, therefore I am ſurprized 


they ſhould lay fuch a Streſs upon that — but they ſet 


it on Foot in the Co wo aud thought they muſt ſup- 
pert i it. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ireland, late Chaplain of the Yvrł, called into 
Court, and ſworn. 
Priſoner. At what Time did you receive the 
Men from the Eltham ? | 
A. They came in Two Boats; the laſt Boat 


came on board, juſt as the Sun was going down. 


Then the Witneſs withdrew. 


Mr. Haman called in again. 
Court. Was you on Shore with the Admiral at 
Fort St. David, when he firſt received Intelligence 
of the Enemy? | 
A. Yes. 
9. At what Time that Night did the Midſhip- 
man get to him ? 
A.. I do not know. I knew ding of it, *till 


the next Morning, when the Admiral came into my 


Room a little after Four, and told me, that Capt. 
Parker was come into the Road, and had reported 
that he was chaſed. 

VU Did you go off with the Admiral ? 

2. At what Flags: did you get on board the 
Princeſs Mary? 

A. About break of Day : At a Quarter after 
Four, we ſet out from the Garden-Houſe. 

9. Did the Admiral ſay how long before that, it 
was, that the Intelligence was brought him ? 

A. No: The Admiral was in his Shirt when he 
called me. 
Priſoner. The Midſhipman came at Four, and 
I got off when he came with the Boat. 


Capt. Parker called in again. 
Court, When your-Officer returned, and told you 


the Commodore was not on board, why did not 
5 go yourſelf to him? 
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A. I could not have got on Shore in my Boat: 


It would not have been very eaſy to attempt it. 
A Catamaran came off about 12 o Clock, and I 


ſent a Letter. 


DO. How far was you from the Shore where you 


lay? 
A. Five Miles. 


O. How long was the Catamaran in | gerting on 
Shore ? 


A. I believe an Hoa: and a Half, or poſſibly 


Two Hours. 


Priſoner. Whether by failing in the Morning, 5 
ſhould have had any Advantage in getting up 


{ſooner with the Enemy? 


Witneſs. J think not; if we had failed in the 
Morning, we muſt have ſtood off S. S. E. to Se- 


venteen P athoms, and then we mult have anchored 
till the Sea-breeze came in. Then we mult have 
{tood to the S. W. and there anchored again; and, 
| ſuppoſing we could have got Four Leagues, they 
ſtill might have kept the ſame Bearings : Beſides, 
I think it would not have been prudent in the Ad- 
miral to have engaged if he could, without one of 
the Forty-gun Ships: My Reaſon 1s, that I think 
they were about equal with us, with the Forty- 
gun Ships: The Admiral had a great deal to 


riſque if they. had been ſucceſsful, We ſhould 


have loſt all the Settlements ; every Settlement 
muſt have fell into their Hands, and Bengal too 
They could loſe nothing. 
Jjudge-Advocate. Would not their Settlements 

have been equally diſtreſſed, if they had loſt the 
Day ? 

A. No. 

O. If the Admiral had gone without taking 

the Men from the Hoſpital, and without the Pearl 
or Eliham's Men do you mean? 


* = 
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A. Without the Pearl or Eltham. © 
6 ' Then be withdrew. 


 Prifener. I have nothing further to ſay ; I leave 
it all to your Conſideration. The Two Eaſt-India 
Ships were only manned with Blacks ; particularly 
Capt. Barron's, who had a few White on board, 
but was nothing of F orce. 


Capt. Amberſt called in again, 

Court. How many Men was you ſhort of Com- 
plement, and how many had you ſick at the Hoſ⸗ 
pital, on the 1oth of June? | 
A. I think about Fourteen, and Nineteen at the 
Hoſpital ſick on Shore. 
e What was your Complement ? * 

Fifty Guns, 300 Men. TD Ln 

Then he Withdrew. 


Lieut. Cod, Firſt 8 of the 7 onk, called 
into Court, and fworn.” 
Court. How many Men was vou mort oy Com- 
er . 5 
A. To the beſt of my Memory, we were Thur 
Men thort 
9. What Ship had you ? 
A. The York. 1 
2. How many Men had you ſick on Shore at 
the Hoſpital? : 
A. I cannot fay ; Tome or Twenty-five at the 
Hoſpital : We received Seven of them off. 
Court, Withdraw. = | 


Lieut: Ely, called into 8 and ſworn, 
Court, What IP was you of ? 

A. The York. | | 

Can you -recelled how many. Men you were 


ſhort of Complement on the roth of June? 
| U 2 | A. 


( i * 
A. I cannot. 
9. What. Lieutenant was you ? 2 
A. Second. 
-2; How many ſick Men had you at the Hoſpital? ? 
A. I cannot give any Account of that. 
Then the Wimeſs withdrew. 


Lieut. French, late . the Medway's Prize, called 


into Court, and ſworn. 

Court. Do you recolle& how many Men you was 
ſhort of Complement on the 10th Day of June? 

A. I cannot recollect. 

2, How many Men had you on Shore at the 
Hoſpital? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Court. Withdraw. 


Lieut. Fletcher, late of the Medway's Prog! called 


into Court, and ſworn. . 
Court, What Lieutenant was you ? 
A. Second. 


9. Do you recollect 105 many Men you was 


ſhort of Complement on the 10th of June? 


A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, I heard 


Capt. Holmes ſay we wanted Eight, after we had re- 
ceiv*d Fifteen. 

2; How many Men had you 1 ſick on n Shore at 
the Hoſpital ? 


A. 1 really cannot tell: I believe "ther were | 


Eight or Nine on Shore; I cannot be certain. 
Court. Withdraw. | | 


Capt. Vincent 8446 in again. 
2; Do you recolle& how many Men the Prin- 
ceſs Mary was ſhort of Complement on the 10th of 
une? 
N A. I cannot remember the Number. 
2, How many Men had you fick on Shore ? 
A. I cannot tell; I was ſick on Shore myſelf. 


an 


ele 


2 


tr) 
2, How many were brought off? 
A. I cannot tell; I came oft by hob 
Court. Withdraw. 


Mr. Frazier called in again. 7 
Curt. How many Men was the Princeſs Mary 


ſhort of Complement ? 


A. She was ſhort of Complement, but I don' t 


| know the Number. 


2. How many were there ſick on Shore at the 
Hoſpital ?* . 

1 great many: They were perperually going 
and coming. 

2, How many Men 22 22 get on board? from 
the Hoſpital ? : 

A. I cannot tell. 

Court. Wi thdraw. 


Mr. Haman called i in again. 


' Produces the Abſtrafts of the Weekly Accounts from 
the 6th of June 1748, to prove the Sick on 
Shore, and the Squadrow s being greatly ſhort of 


Complement. © 


2 Is that a true Copy of 1 Weekly Accounts? 
A. Les, it was wrote by my Clerk by my Or- 


der, and it is a true Copy of the Weekly Accounts. 


Then the Mineſs withdrew, 


Priſono. Ive obſerved many Abſurdities in the 
Evidence againſt me, but will not trouble the 


Court with a Recapitulation of them: I'm ſenſible 


you will ſee them, and 1 leave them wholly to 


the Court. 


pon which the Priſoner wo was told to withdraw, and 
to come on board on a Gun being fired, beſides 
the uſual Signal-gun for aſſembling the Court. 
The Priſoner and Audience accordingly wwith- 
glans and the Court Was us _ * 
| ut 
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| 
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Fifth Day's Sitting. 
Friday, December 7, 17 50. 


AT Nine in the Morning the Signal-gun for 
aſſembling the Court was fired. About 
Eleven o'Clock the Gun was fired for the Priſoner 
to come on board. The ſame Members pre- 
ſent as before. 
ſhal ; and all Parties being admitted, the following 
Reſolutions and Sentence were read' by the Judge- 
Advocate. 


I. Has it appeared, that the Kidde of the 
Eltham and Pear] were unhung, and carried on 
Shore in May or Jens 1748, by Mr. Griffm's Or- 
ders ? 


Yes, unanimouſly. 


II. Has it appeared, that the ſaid Rudders were 


condemned by Survey as unſerviceable? And that 
Mr. Griffin ordered new ones to be made as Joon as 


poſſible in their room ? 
Yes, unanimouſly. 


II. Is it the Opinion of the Court, that Mr. 


Griff was to blame, for cauſing the ſaid Rugders 
to be unhung and carried on Shore ? : 
No, unanimouſly. 


IV. Has it 3 that the Squadron, under 
the Command of Mr. Griffin, lay in Fort St. David's 
Road, the whole N of the gth of June 1748? 

Yes, NI: 


Has It appeared, "that the Link came into 


Fort St. David's Road on the gth of Zune, about 
Eleven 


Priſoner brought in by the Mar- 


Night? 


* 
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Eleven o'Clock at Night, with Information that a 


Squadron of the Enemy's Ships were ſeen that Day 
ſome Leagues to the Southward of that Road, 


and that ſhe was chaced by them ? 


Fes, unanimouſiy. 


VI. Has it „ that Mr. Griffin did or 


did not, at any Time during that whole Night, 


cauſe the Squadron under his Command, to be] put 
in a fit Foſture and Condition for F ight? 
x | He did not, unanimouſly. 


VII. What Cauſes have appeared to the Court, 
Why Mr. Griffin did not cauſe the Squadron to be 
put in a proper Condition for Fight, during that 


Agreed, onanimeuldy; It has appeared, Mr. 
Griffin was on Shore, when the Live came 
into the Road; and tho* Mr. Griffin had 
had Notice of Guns firing in the Offing 
from the Governor of the Fe ort, yet it does 
not appear, that he knew what the Intelli- 
gence the Zzvely brought was; or that he 
had a Boat to go off in, till a Midſhip- 
man, diſpatched between Eleven and 
Twelve from his own Ship the Princeſs 
Mary, came to him, which does not appear 

to be ſooner than Four o' Clock in the Morn- 
ing; upon which Mr. Griſſiu got off as ſoon 

as he could, and was on board about Five 
O'Clock. | 


VIII. Has it appeared, that Mr. Griffin, when 
he got on board his Ship, did, or did not, imme- 
diately take the moſt expeditious Methods for 
putting the Squadron in a proper Condition for 


He did not, unanimouſly. 
IX. 
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IX. What more expeditious Methods might he 
have taken? 55 
Unanimouſly, by immediately taking the Two 
Forty-gun Ship's Men, and diſtributing 
them among the reſt of the Squadron, as 
the Two Forty-gun Ships wanted Rudders. 


X. Has it appeared, that Mr. Griffin did, during 
the Morning of the roth of June, cauſe the Squa- 
dron under his Command to fail into the Offing, 
in order to command the Coaſt, when the Sea-wind 
ſhould come in ? =} 

| No, unanimouſly. 


XI. Has it appeared, that Mr. Griſſin could have 

made that Motion, with his Squadron in the Morn- 
ing of the 10th, while the Land- breeze laſted ? 

| Tes, . unanimouſly. 


XII. Is it the Opinion of the Court, that, by his 
not making that Motion with the Squadron while 
the Land-breeze continued, he gave the Enemy an 
Opportunity of proſecuting their Deſigns without 
Interruption 2. .*: 5 oc: 

| Yes, unanimouſly. 


XIII. Is it the Opinion of the Court, that Mr. 


Griffin, by making ſuch Motion with the Squadron, 
would have been better prepared either ro receive 
or avoid the Enemy, if they intended to attack him, 
and better enabled to watch or purſue them, and 
prevent their Deſigns in caſe they endeavoured 
to avoid him; and that, by placing his Squadron 
in ſuch Manner, he would have been equally able 
to have protected Fort St. David and Culludure? 
= | I : Yes, unanimouſly. 


iv. 
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XIV. Is it the Opinion of the Court, that Mr: 
Griffin ought to have made that Motion with his 


Squadron in the Morning of the 1oth of June, 


while the Land-breeze laſted ? 
+ 1 Yes, unanimouſly. 


XV. Has it appear'd, that the Enemy appeared | 


in Sight of his Majeſty s Squadron, ſoon after 
Noon on the 1oth, and kept bearing down towards 
it, *till about Four o'Clock ; then hauled off, and 
afterwards tack'd and ſtood to the Southward ? 
Yes, unanimouſly. 


XVI. Has it 1 that during that Time 
Mr. Griffin did not endeavour to get under Sail, in 


order to come into Fight with, and engage the 


Enemy? 8 
He did _ unanimouſly. 


XVIL Has it LET that Mr. Griffn, if he 


had got under Sail with his Squadron after the Sea- 


wind fat in, could have got up with, and engaged 


the Enemy ? 


Unanimouſly, He could not, if the Enemy 


by endeavoured to avoid him. 


XVIII. Has it appeared, that if Mr. Grifi had 


| got under Sail, after the Sea- wind fat in, he would 


probably ve been drove to Leeward, and there- 
have left Fort Sz. David and ng Roads 

open to the Enemy to Windward ? 
| Yes, unanimouſly, 


XIX. Has it appeared, t that towards the Even- | 
ing the 'Sea-wind blew freſh, and that there was a 


conſiderable Swell ? 
Yes, unanimouſly. 


1 XX, 
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XX. Is it the Opinion of the Court, that it 


would have been adviſeable for the Squadron to 
have got under Sail after the Sea-breeze ſat in, un- 


leſs the Enemy had come down to attack them, or 


had been known to have paſſed by to Leeward ? 
It would not, en 


XXI. Has is appeared, that Mr. Grifis ſent 
any Cruizer to Sea, during the 10th of June, to 
watch the Motions of the Enemy ? 

No, unanimouſly, 


XXII Ts it the "RNA of the Court, that Mr. 


Griffin ought to have ſent out a Crumer, or Cruizers, 


to have watched the Motions of the Enemy, and 
obſerve whether they paſſed to Leeward or not ? 
Yes, unanimouſly. 


XXII. Has it appeared, that during the 11th of 


June, Mr. Griffm forbore to go in queſt of the 


Enemy ? 


Unanimouſly, Ye; from Five in the Morn- | 


ing "till Ten at Night. 


XXIV. Is it the Opinion of the Cour, d that he . 


was to blame 1n ſo doing ? 

Unanimouſly, No; becauſe part of the Time 
was employed in ſending to Fort Sz. David 
for Intelligence of the Enemy ; ; and after- 
wards it was the Opinion of the Majority 
of the Captains, not te fail 'till Ten at 
Night, that the Squadron might not 

overſhoot Made . | 


wy 


WW 


| Sir Epw. Hawse, Kit. of the 


6). 


AT a Court Martial held on board his Majeſty” 8 
Ship Somerſet at Chatham, the 3d, 4th, 5th, 


th, and 7 Wn, 1750. 


PRESENT 


Bath, Vice- Adm. of the Blue, renden. 


W.CHAMBERs Ey,: . 
Rear- Ad. of the Red. £ Copy. Merr. de Angle, 


Capt. Tho. Sturton, Piercy Brett, 
| W. Party, . hs W. Montagu, 


The Court, di to an Order from the Right 
Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty to Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke dated the 22d of laſt Month, proceeded 
to enquire into a Charge exhibited by Capt. Harry 
Powlett againſt Thomas Griffm, Eſq; Vice-Admiral 


of the Blue Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, for 
 Miſcondudt and Neglect of Duty in divers Inſtances 


when he commanded in Chiet his Majeſty's Ships, 
and Veſſels in the Eaſt- Indies, in the Year 1748; 
and to try Mr. Griſſin for his Conduct and Beha- 


viour therein mentioned : And having examined 


the Witneſſes produced, and heard what Mr. Grif- 


fin had to offer, the Court are unanimouſly of Opi- 
nion, that Mr. Griffin falls under part of the Twen- 
ty-ſeventh Article of an Act of the 13th of King 
Charles the Second; for having negligently per- 
formed his Duty ; and the Court do unanimouſly 
agree to adjudge him, and he 1s hereby adjudged, 


to be ſuſpended from his Rank and Employment, 
SS - 1 


3 2 $A -— * — my 
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tue. 5 
as a Flag Officer in his Majeſty's Navy during the 


King's Pleaſure, | 
Epw. Hawkes, 
| WV. CHaMBERs, 
| 7 
Charles Fearn m, 3 DE L ANGLE, 
_'» © OR” OE OR TOM 
1 eo '/: , PirrRcY BRETT, 


W. Parxy, 
MW. MonTacu. 


Mr. Griff having applied to the Court for a 
Copy of the Sentence, it was ordered him; and the 
Marſhal was directed to diſcharge the Priſoner. 5 


